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Preſeiſt Wan! in the e ſt- Indies 


VI z. 


Cartagena, The Havana, 
Puerto Bello, and 
La Vera Crus, San Aguſtin, 


 SHEWING THEIR 


SITUATION, STRENGTH, 
TRADE, Sc. * 


WIT H 


An AccounrT of the many 81208 they 
have Undergone to the preſent Time. = 


THE WHOLE 


Compiled from the moſt Authentic 2 and 
Egalarged with many Curious Particularſ, not 
Het to be met with in former Authors, 


7 To which is prefix'd 


An Accurate Mar of the Jeft- -Indies/ adapted 
to the WORK. 
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PREFACE. 


7 E Defign of this Undertaking is not 
= only to give a much more complete and ac- 
curate Account than has been given by others, 
of the Places mentioned in the Title Page, 
(which are, with regard to Britain, the prin- 
cipal Objects of the preſent War in thoſe Parts) 
but alſo to ſhew the Poſſibility of their being 
ſubdued, and the manner in which they may 
be taken, by giving an Account of their Strength, 
and the ſeveral Sieges they have from time to 
time undergone. 

Memoirs of this kind may be neceſſary for 
the Information not only of the Public at 
home, but alſo of the Officers ſent on Foreign Ex- 
peditions; who often, for want of being ſuffict- 
ently acquainted with the Nature of Countries 
and Coaſts, Strength of Places, and other Cir- - 
cumſtances, miſcarry in their Attempts; whereof 
Hiſtory, both antient and modern, furniſhes 
numerous Inſtances. 

This Work may anſwer another End; for 
as the whole Body of the Nation is con- 
vinced of the abſolute Neceſſity of getting Poſ- 
Sejſion of ſome Place in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, 
as the only poſſible Means of ſecuring the or 

fl 


* 


6 


. 


PREFACE. 


tiſh Trade thither, every Reader, by confidering 
the Situation and Nature of the Places here 
deſcribed, may the better judge which would be 
moft. proper for the Purpoſe, as well as of 
the Force of the Arguments advanced to 
prove, that the Havana is the only Place which 
can in any wife anfawer the aforeſaid End, or 
that we might keep Poſſeſſion of, without giving 
juſt Offence to the other Maritime Powers, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE moſt important Ports in the Spaniſh Weſt- 
Indies. Wealth of Spain; Its Sourſes 3 How con- 

ve yd to Europe, Weſt-Indian Fleets. Regiſter 
Ships; Galleons; Flota; Flotilla. Setting out 
of the Fleets from Cadiz. Courſe followed by the 
Flota By the Galleons. Winds and Currents in 
the Way. Return of the Fleets, They meet at the 
Havana, Courſe from thence, Danger of the 
Guiph of Florida. No going and returning the 
Jame Way. Diſtances, From p. 1. 10 p. 10. 

CAR TAGE N A. 

SECT. I. Deſcription of ihe City and its Har- 
. bour, Its Situation, Suburbs, When Found- 
ed. Its Largeneſs and Buildings. «Strength and 
Fortifications. Government. Biſhoprick. Wealth. 
Trade in Pearls, &c. Climate, Air, Soil, and 
Produce. Its Condition in 1671. Latitude and 
Longitude by Obſervation. From p. 10. top. 22. 
8 EC T. II. An Account of the taking Carta- 
gena by Sir Francis Drake in 1588. -— Occa- 
ſion of the Expedition, Number of Ships and 
Men. Burning of San Jago. Treachery and 
Cruelty of the Spaniards, San Domingo 
taken and burned. The Reſiſtance made by the 
Spaniards, From p. 22. 10 32. 
SECT. III. The taking of Cartagena by Six 
French Privateers; and afterwards by M. de 
Pointis, and the Bucaniers in 1697. Deſcription 
of Boca chica Fort, Fort Lazaro, and Hihi- 
mani taken. Loſs on both Sides. Articles of Ca- 
pitulation. Value of the Plunder. Cruelties of 
the French. The Blowing up of Boca chica. The 
Bucaniers diſſatisfy*d with De Pointis. They return 


40 


1 Cartagena and plunder it a ſecond Time. Are 
met by the Engliſh at Sea, and loſe moſt of their 
Booty. - ». - - From p. 32. 10 p. 59. 
OP UERT O BEL DO. 

SECT. I. Deſcription of the City and its Har- 
bour, The Mirias. The Baſtimentos. The 
iſland Buena Aventura. Errors of feveral Au- 
thors. Its Latitude and Longitude, Of the 
Town, Its Strength and Forts in 1679 and 
1739. Of the Iron Caſtle, Gloria and Geronimo 
Caſtles, Wafer's Deſcription of it. Its Trade. 
The Ways of conveying Goods from the South-Sea. 
A particular. Account of the Fair. From p. 59. 
to p. 77. | 

SECT. I. The taking Puerto Bello in 1595 
by Sir Francis Drake, and by Captain Parker in 

| 1601. Drake's laſs Voyage. State of Puerto 
| Bello ben. Captain Parker*s Expedition. He takes 

Cabagua, Burns Triana, and plunders Puerto 
Bello. His Plan of the Town and Harbour. 
From p. 77. to p. 87. 

SECT. III. The taking of Puerto Bello by 
Sir Henry Morgan in 1669. 1ts Strength at br” 
that Time. He forces the Caſtles of San Jago, 
and San Miguel. The Bravery of the Governor. 
Exceſſes of the Pyrates. The Town plundered. 

The Preſident of Panama comes to relieve it, but 

retreats furprized at the Engliſh Valour, It is 

| ranſomed. Vaſt Booty. From p. 87. to p. 96. 

S ECT. IV The Surprizing and Plundering of 

| Puerto Bello by Captain Croxen, La Sound, and 

other Privateers in 1678-9. From p. 96 to p.99. 

The Reader is defired to obſerve that the Pages 

from p. 96. to p. 105 are numbered wrong.] 


S ECT. V. A full and particular Account of 
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CONTENTS. 


_ the taking Puerto Bello by Vice Admiral Vernon, 
with Six Ships only, in 1739, The Occaſion of 
his being g ſen! to the Weſt-Indies, He ſets out for 
Puerto Bello. The Names of his Men of War 
and their Commanders. He enters the Harbour. 

\ The Hampton-Court begins the Attack on the 

Iron Cale. The Admiral expos'd to great Dan- 
ger before it ; Drives the Spaniards from the 

Loder Battery; Sends Men to Land under the 

Malls of the Fort, The Lower Battery taken. 
The Caſtle Surrender d. Defence made by the 
Gloria Caſtle, Attacked by the Admirals Ship. 

. » TheGovernor Surrenders it on the Admirals Terms. 
The Crews of the Guarda Coſtas plunder the 
Town. The Caſtles blown up; The South-Sea 
Factors delivered to the Admiral. The Humanity 
and Bravery of the Engliſh. The Inſolence and 
Ingratitude of Don Blaſs, and how puniſb'd by 
the Admiral. From p. 99. 10 p. 112. 

SECT. VI. An Account of Admiral Vernon's 
taking and blowing up the Caſtle of Chagre. He 
Bombards Cartagena, and the Caſtle of San Lo- 
renzo. The latter Surrenders and is Demoliſbd. 
From p. 112. t0 p. 116. | 

| 8 E CT. VII. Of the taking ef Chagre by Cap- 

2 tain Morgan. He fits out a large Fleet, and ſei- | 

3 Zes the Iſland of Providence. Caſtle of San Lo- 3 

renzo Deſcribed. *Tis Aſſaulted by the Bucaniers, 

Fired by Accident and taken. Loſs of the Bucaniers, 

From p. 116. to p. 123. 


AVE RA CRUST: 


SECT. I. Deſcription of the Town and its Port. 
Two Towns of that Name. Old La Vera Cruz, 
the Landing Place of Cortez, Is Situation, 

. Unhealiby Air. Bad Port. New La Vera Cruz. 
Its 
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Tis Magnitude, Buildings, Inhabitants, Ar, Fun- 


ation, Strength. Ie and Caſtle of San Juan de 
Ulua. The Port incommoded with North Winds. 
How entered. Iſlands near it. Tſe, of Sacrifices. 

Trade of La Vera Cruz. Its Fair. Errors of 
' Geographers. © From p. 1 32. to P. 138. 

SECT. II. A» Account of Captain Hawkins's 
Adventure at San Juan de Ulua, From p. 138. 
40 P. 144. 

SECT. III. 7 he taking and plundering of La 
Vera Cruz by Van Horn a Dutchman ix 1688. 
From p. 1 44. 10 p. 152. | 

8 E C T. IV. Of the taking and plundering La 
Vera Cruz another time. From p. 152 10 p. 155. 


Of te HAVANA. 


SECT. I. A Deſcription of the City andits Har- 
bour, Strength, Trade, Rauten, Inhabitants, 
Diet, Proviſion for the Fleets, Juriſdittion, Soil, 
Laiitude and Longitude, Errors of . the Maps. 
Its Caſtles. Fortiſications. Importance to Britain. 
How jo Attack it. [hat Time 'fiiteſks, Neceſſity 

H Conquering it. From p. 155 to p. 178. 


O SAN AGUS TIN. 


8 E C T. I. A Deſcription of the Town, and its 

Fort, Strength, Riſe and Progreſs, Bri- 
tain's Title to it, From p. 178 to p. 182. 

SECT, II. The taking of the Town and Fort 
of San Aguſtin by Sir Francis Drake. From 
P. 182, 10 p. 186. 


SECT. III. An Account of the Attack made 


» by the Engliſh upon San Aguſtin . fnce the 
Time of Sir Francis Drake; particularly the 


Siege carryed on this preſent Year 1740, by 
General Oglethorpe. From p. 186 to the Exd, 


A 


A 


GEOGRAPHICAL and HISTORICAL 


DESCRIPTION 


Curtagena, Puerto Belo, La Vera 


Cruz, the Havana, and San 


Aguſtin, &c. 


th : —_— * 


"74 — — — — 
wo. 
* 


2 INTRODUCTION. 
3 e LT HO there are many very fine 
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© Cially the firſt four; in regard all the 
AC Treaſures of America, as well as what 
goes in Return from Europe, paſs through theſe 
Places, and is for ſome Time lodged there. To this 
They owe their preſent flouriſhing Condition; and, 
ere it not for the Unhealthineſs of the Air, La Vera 


B Cruz 


= thoſe under our Conſideration, eſpe- 
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C f Moſt im- 

3 Ports in the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, yet portant . 
none are of ſo great Impor Ports in the 
2 8 Portance as Weg In. 


dies. 


2 INTRODUCTION. 


Cruz and Puerto Belo might vie for Riches. with 
Cartagena and the Havana, On this Account alſo © 
the Spaniards have fortify*d them from time to time, 
to defend their Treaſures from the 5 ot 
their Enemies, or the Pyrates; who for a long 
Courſe of Years gave them continual Vexation, 
and ſometimes forc'd thoſe Ports, carrying away 
immenſe Riches. Thus, by degrees, they had been 
brought to ſuch a Condition of Strength, that, till 
Puerto Belo was taken laſt Year by Admiral Ver- 
non, they were deem'd by the Spaniards to be 
impregnable; and ſome among ourſelves imagined 

that the weakeſt of them could not be taken with 
fewer than threeſcore Men of War. : 
Bur the Importance of theſe Places wil! 
better appear, if, before we proceed to the De- 
ſcription of them, we give an Account of the 
Navigation to and from the Weſt-Indies; and in 
what manner the Wealth of Spain paſſes through 
theſe Ports, | 3 
Spaniſh TE Spaniards have two great Sources of 
1 Riches, Wealth, their Dominions in America, and their Set- 
1 Is Courſe. tlements in the. Eaſt- Indies. The Gold of the Nuevos 
Neyno, or New Kingdom of Granada, with the 
Pearls of Margarita Iſland, and other Com- 
modities, are carry*d to Cartagena; the Silver of 
Peru, and Gold of Chili, with the Merchandizes 
of thoſe Countries, are ſent to Puerto Belo; and the 
Treaſures of Mexico and the Philippine Iſlands are 
conveyed to La Vera Cruz ; from which Ports they 
are ſhipp*d for Spain. | 
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Ziw a, THE Riches of the South Sea and Philippine: 
e t Iſlands ought properly to be brought home by long 
Europe. Sea: But the Spaniards have thought fit to turn 
them out of their natural Courſe, and ſend them 
acroſs the Continent of America, a much = 
7 ' J ay: 
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INTRODUCTION. 
Way about, and ht double or treble the Ex- 
pence, for the Conveniency of throwing their 
rade into one Channel, and bringing home their 
Riches all in one Fleet. Accordingly, inſtead of 
ſending home the Treaſure of the Philippine Iſlands 
round Africa by the Cape of Good Hope, it is con- 


vey'd to Acapulco, the Port of Mexico in the South 


Seaz whence it is ſent by Land to that Capital, 
and thence forwarded with the Merchandizes of 
the ſeveral Parts of New Spain to La Vera Cruz, 
where they are all ſhipped on board the Flota tor 
Europe. In like manner, the Gold and Silver that 
comes from Peru and Chili, inſtead of being ſent 
the neareſt Way to Europe round South America, 
or, which would be the better way, down the River 
De la plata to Buenos Ayres, where it might be ſhip- 
ped, it is carry'd to Panama, a Port in the nar- 
roweſt Part of the Iſthmus of America; from 
whence it is tranſported by Land to Puerto Belo. 


Fo x conveying home the Treaſures from the wen-1n- 
ſeveral Ports, Fleets are ſent every Year (if poſſi- dian Flee, 


ble) from Cadiz. This Voyage is called Carrera 


des Indias, or the Rout of the Indies, and is divided 


into two Parts; the firſt to La Vera Cruz, the 
ſecond to Puerto Belo, Each Fleet conſiſts of Men 
of War and Merchant-Ships, which trade for 
private Perſons: For the firſt ought to carry no- 
thing but on the King of Spain's Account; how- 
ever, they are uſually ſo incumbered with the 
Goods of other People, that it is ſeldom poſſible 
to defend them, when attacked. Beſides theſe, there 


are Regiſter-Ships, ſo called becauſe they have a Regilter- 
Permiſſion from the King, or the Council of the Ships. 


Indies, which is regiſtered to prevent incurring the 
Penalties of failing thither without ſuch Licenſe. 
Theſe trade chiefly to San Domingo, Puerto Rico, 


2 Honduras, 


3 
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Honduras, and other Ports. They ought not te 
exceed 300 Tons, and are indeed regiſter'd as con- 
taining no more, tho? they are at leaſt double that 
Burden; the Officers of the Crown being as cor- 
rupt in Spain as they are every where elle, tho? 
none deal with more Honour and Integrity than 


the Spaniſh Merchants. 


The Gal- 


leons. 


Plotilla. 


. 
. 


TARA King's Ships, deſigned for Puerto Belo, 
are call'd Galleons, being old-faſhion'd Men of 
War, of prodigious Bulk, with three or four Decks. 
They are eight in Number; the five principal are 
named La Capitana, La Admirante, Il Governo, La 
Patacha, and La Margarita, carrying each fifty 
Braſs Guns. The Merchantmen who accompany 


-them are twelve or fifteen, and very large. 
The Flota. 


Trex Fleet conſign'd to La Vera Cruz is 
called the Flota, The Men of War are uſually 
La Capitana, La Admirante and La Patacha. 
The Number of Merchantmen is ſixteen, from 400 
to 1000 Tuns each. But the Cargo of the Hota is 
not near ſo rich as that of the Galleons. The Mer- 
chantmen carry out Wines, Figs, Raiſins, Olives, 
Oyls, Cloth, Kerſies, Linnen, Iron and Quick- 
ſilver for the American Mines; bringing back, in 
return, the Merchandizes bought at the reſpective 
Ports, where there are Fairs held for the Pur- 
poſe, the greateſt perhaps in all the World. There 
are uſually two or three Veſſels employ'd to carry 
the Quickſilver ; and theſe are what are called the 
Alſogue-Ships, | 

Ou r of theſe two is form'd a third Fleet called 
the Hotilla, or little Nota. But this is not done till 
they arrive at the Havana, in their Return home; 
from whence they diſpatch a few Ships to Europe, 
which, beſides their proper Cargoes, carry an Ac- 
cqunt of what is on board the Galleons and the Floats. 

* N * 
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Tux Fleets are generally about two Years Setting out 
making their Voyage, but do not always ſet out sf theFlrers | 
together, tho? they generally return together. The//9nCadiz, 


Time of ſailing for the Flota is from the beginning 
of April to the end of May, that they may arrive 
at the Iflands before September, when the North 


Winds and Hurricanes begin. The Galleons de- 


part in Auguſt and September, that they may come 
to Puerto Belo in November, and ſo forward, when 


the North Winds beginning to blow render the 


Coaſts leſs unhealthy than at other times. A 
late Author on the contrary ſays, the Flota always 


Tails in Augiſt; the Galleons whenever they are 
laden ; tho? uſually two or three Months before 


the other. 


T # t Courſe of the Fleet is firſt from Cadiz Courſe fal. 
to the Canary-1/lands : Here they anchor in Grand lu e. 


Canaria or Gomera. From hence they fail to the 
Antilles, Thus far the two Fleets keep Com- 
pany, when they ſail together, as they ſometimes 
do: Then ſeparating, the Galleons bear away for 
Cartagena, and the Flota for La Vera Cruz; the Re- 


giſter-Ships alſo drop off from time to time to make 


the beſt of their way to their reſpective Ports. 


Taz Flota holds on its Courle ſtrait forward, 3, zz 
and calling at Puerto Rico to take in Water and Flom. 


Proviſions, paſſes in ſight of Hiſpaniola, Jamaica 
and Cuba, keeping at a Diſtance from the Coaſt 


to avoid Shoals and Rocks, particularly the Zar- 


dinas de la Reyna, or The Queen's Gardens; then leav- 
ing the Ie of Pines a little on the right Hand, it 
doubles Cape Corientes, and comes up with Cape San 
Antonio, the moſt Weſtern Point of all Cuba; from 
whence it paſſes over the Gulf of Mexico to La 
Vera Cruz, which lies at the bottom thereof ; 
keeping the Lower Way, as 'tis called, —_ the 
0a 
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May and September, when there are no North 
Winds; and the Upper Way, taking a Sweep higher 
through the Gulf, if it be in Winter, to avoid 
the Croſs-Winds from the Coafts. 

THE Galleons, after ſeparating from the Hota, 
. paſs thro* the Antilles about the Iſland of Guadelupe, 
or enter to the South of them between Granada 
and Trinidad; then keeping at a good Diſtanc 
from the Coaſt of Tierra Firma (whence the 
South Winds blow in Summer, and the North in 
Winter) they double Cape De la Vela, and coming 
before Rio de Ia Hacha, about twenty Leagues be- 
yond the Cape, Notice is ſent thither of their 
Arrival in the Meſt-Indies; from whence Ad- 
vice is diſpatch'd over Land to Cartagena, Pa- 
nama, and Lima in Peru, to haſten the King's Trea- 
ſure : After this they purſue their Voyage to Car- 
tagena. Here the Galleons having landed the Goods 
for the Nuevo Reyno, and ſtayed a a Month, they pro- 
ceed to Puerto Belo, where they land thoſe for Pery, 
and take in the Treaſure of the South Sea, ſtaying 
about five or ſix Weeks til] the great Fair 
held at this Place is over; after which they fail back 
to Cartagena, where they remain till they ſet out 
on their Return for Old Spain. 
The Winds Born theſe Voyages are performed in leſs time in 
and Cur- ſome Seas than in others; and in each Sea in different 
3 in the time, according as the Wind and Currents prove 

* more or leſs favourable. From Cadiz to the Canaries 
the Sea is toſſing and ſubject to various Winds, 
whence the Spaniards call it the Gulf of Neguas, or 
Kicking Mares : But the Fleet having paſſed the 
Canaries, they find a Weſterly Wind, which holds 
till they come to the Torrid Zone, where the Wind 


blows continually from the Eaſt, and is therefore ge 
e 


Coaſt of Fucatan, if the Voyage be made between 
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INTRODUCTION. 
TheTrade Wind ; the Current alſo ſets Weſtward, 
ſo that having both Wind and Tide in their Favour, 
they have ſcarce any need to touch the Sails the 
whole Way. The Sea likewiſe is ſo ſmooth and 
pleaſant that they call this The Gulph of Dames. 

Tux ſame Winds and Currents continue all the 
Remainder of the Way ; but the Sailing is not fo 
pleaſant and certain beyond thoſe Iflands, on ac- 
count of the Land-Breezes, or Croſs-Winds, which 
ſometimes obſtruct the Navigation, and oblige 
Ships to vary their Courſe, as hath been already 
obſerved. | 

Tux Courſe of the Galleons and Flota to the Return of 
Indies is more ſhort, ſecure, and agreeable than that te Fleets. 
from thence : For they cannot get back the ſame 
Way they came, on account of the Winds and Cur- 
rents, which are againſt them. The latter ſet 
ſtrongly through the Antilles into the Gulf of Mexico, 
where running violently againſt the oppoſite Coaſt 
about La Vera Cruz, they are turned to the North, 
and taking a Sweep round the Coaſt of New Spain 
and Florida, paſs out (between the Southern Point 
of Florida and the Iſland of Cuba) through the Gulf 
of Florida and Channel of Bahama into the Ocean; 
ſo that there is no other way of their returning to 
Europe but through'this Gulf. 

AccoRpiNnGLY they contrive to meet at the Ha- They meet 
vana for the conveniency of ſailing home in a Body, 47 the Has 
If they return the ſame Year they ſet out (which aua. 
they aim to do, but cannot always perform) they 
repair to that Port about September ; but if not till 
next Year, their Rendezvous is in June, that they 
may get to Spain before Winter, to avoid the 
Croſs-Winds. The Gal/eons, which in this laſt 
Caſe winter at Cartagena, ſet out from thence in 
May, tor Cape San Antonio in Cuba, from hag was 

they 
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they proceed to the Havana. The Ships from 


Honduras, and other Parts without the Gulf of 
Mexito, take the ſame Rot. The Flota in 112 
manner departs from La Vera Cruz (where it win- 
ter*d) while the North Winds laſt, which ſerve 
to bring them to the Havana: In this Paſſage they 
take a Compaſs towards the Coaſt, without the 
Verge of the Trade Winds, entering the Gulf of 
Florida by the Sound of las Tortugas. 

Bz1NG arrived at this Port they ſtay commonly 
for ſome Time; either waiting the one Fleet for 
the other, or elſe to take in Proviſions, to trade, 
or to ſettle certain Matters, ſending the Hotilla be- 
fore to Europe. 

From the Havana, paſſing thro* the Gulf of Ho- 
rida and the Channel of Bahama, they keep not 
far from the Coaſt till they get as high as Carolina, 
where they. meet with Weſterly Winds, and ſo 
ſhape their Way thro* the Gulf of the North, or 
of Sagarzo, as they call it, till they come to the 
Azores. In this Paſſage there are two Courſes, one 
for Summer in 38 or 39 Degrees of Latitude, the 
other in Winter not exceeding the Latitude of 
36 Degrees. 

THz y ſtop at Tercera, one of the Azores, to 
take in Proviſions, and thence fail to Cadiz, 
doubling Cape St. Vincent in the Way. 

. Tm x Paſlage through the Gulf of Florida is 
the worſt Part of the whole Courſe ; for the Cur- 
rent ruſhes with ſuch Violence through it, and 
ſets ſo ſtrongly toward the Coaſt of Florida, 
which 1s very ſhallow and without any Harbour, 
that in caſe of high North-eaſt Winds, to which 
it is ſubject, Ships run great danger of being caſt 
away. Their beſt Courſe is to keep over to * 

Ide. 
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Side. Being out of this Gulf and gotten into a 
higher Latirude they proceed in more Security. 


I T muſt farther be obſerved, that as Ships can- No going 


not get back to Europe the Way they came from 
_ thence, - neither can they come to the Heſt Indies 
the Way they return, The Stream ſets ſo violently 
to the North out of the Channel of Bahama, that 
tho? the Wind is almoſt always favourable, there is 
no getting thro? it from the Ocean into the Gu/ 
of Mexico; inſomuch, that Ships bound to Ja- 
maica from any Part of America ( even from Ca- 
rolina it{elf ) are obliged, no leſs than thoſe ſetting 
out from Europe, to the repair to the Antilles, in 
order to get to that Iſland. 


and rein- 
ing the 
ſame Way. 


Tux Diſtance run, and Time ſpent by each Djfance:. 


Fleet in going and returning from on Weſt-Indies, 
is as follows: 

TRE Tract from Cadiz to FA Vera Cruz, 
From Cadiz to the Canary Iſies, 250 Leagues, in 
eight or ten Days; to the Antilles or Caribbce 
Iſlands 800 Leagues, in 20 Days; to Cape San 
Antonio 500 Leagues, in 20 Days; thence to La 
Vera Cruz there are 250 | eagues by the Locber 
Way, and 280 by the Upper Way, which are ſail'd 
in 10 or 12 Days: In all 180 or 1130 Leagues 
in 58 or 62 Days. 

Taz Return from La Vera Cruz to the Havana 
300 Leagues in fifteen Days; to the /zores 1000 
Leagues, in 25 or 30 Days; to Cadiz 300 Leagues 
in 15 Days, (tho* ſometimes the Paſſage takes up 
30 Days, occaſioned by various Winds): }: In all 
1000 Leagues in 55 or 60 Days. 

TAE Tract from Cadiz to Cartagina and 
Puerto Bello. From Cadiz to the Canary Iflands 
and the Antilles, as betore, 1050 Leagues in 28 
or 30 Days; to Cartagena 280 Leagues, in 14 

C Days ; 
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Days; to Puerto Bello go Leagues, in 4 or 6 Days J 


in all 1420 Leagues in 46 or 50 Days. 
From Cartagena or Puerto Bello back to Cadiz 
thus: To Cape San Antonio 290 Leagues, in 10 
Days; to the Havana 50 Leagues; thence to 
Cadix as before 1300 Leagues in 40 or 45 Days: 
In all 1640 Leagues in 53 or 58 Days. 
Seat of As it will be neceſſary to conſult ſome Map and 
ar in the plans along with this Deſcription, I-would recom- 


* mend to the Reader's Peruſal The Seat of War in 


comme nd. the Weſt- Indies, which contains both. There are 


ed. ſeveral other Prints of the ſame Nature, intended 
for Imitations of it : But they are not worth any 

thing; being patch'd up with old exploded Maps 

and Plans, which (beſides being too ſmall) are 


unlike nothing ſo much as the Places they repre- 
ſents : Whereas thoſe in The Seat of War are of a 


proper Size; and, as well as the Map, ſeem to be 
drawn both with Care and Skill, of which the Re- 
marks and Vouchers inſerted therein are a Proof. 


And I muſt acknowledge that I have been in a great 


Meaſure beholden to thoſe Plans and the Map; 
from whence a juſter Idea of the Situation of the 
Places may be gathered, than the Accounts of Geo- 
graphers, Travellers, or Hiſtorians afford us, 
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Of CAR TAGEN A. 
oO. I. 

The Deſcription of the City and its Harbour. 


(048 TAGEN A, which the Spaniards pro- Name. | 
nounce Cartahina, (the g before e and i, as | 
alſo the 5 Conſonant and x having the Force of 
an h with them) we commonly write Cartha- 
gena. The Name was given it by Rodrigo de 
4 Baſtidas (who diſcover'd it in 1502 ) on account 

of the Reſemblance of the Harbour to that of Car- 

tagena in Spain. 

T x 1s Harbour is formed by an Iſland call'd The Har- 
Varu at preſent, (and formerly Carex or Careſba, bos. 
and firſt of all Cadegs) and a Peninſula, which is 
join'd to the Continent by a very narrow ſandy 
Iſthmus, or Neck of Land,about 5 Miles and a half 

long. The Peninſula, which is called Nave, is near 4 
Miles long; and the Coaſt of both runs South by 
Weſt, and North by Eaſt. To the South of the lat- 

1 ter lies the Iſland, which on the North Eaſt is ſepa- 

rated from the Land by a very narrow Paſſage 
called Paſſa a Cavallos, or the Horſe Paſſage; 
and from the North Weſt Corner there ſhoots out 

a long Neck of Land, which advancing about 2. 

= - Miles into the Sea reachen within 3 Furlongs of 
the Peninſula of Nave. This makes the Mouth of 
the Harbour, which, from its Smallnels, iS call'd 

5 Boca chica, or little Mouth. 

3 Tunis Harbour is 4 Leagues lang from North Heu form- 

to South; and five Miles in Breadth from Weſt to . 

Eaſt, oppoſite to the Entrance : Afterwards it is 


. 3* reduced 
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A DESCRIPTION 
reduced to one Mile by the ſpreading of the Pen 
inſula, and then enlarges to 3 by the narrowing of 
the Iſthmus ; which, 2 Miles from thence, ſhoot- 
ing out a long Tongue of Land, the Harbour is 
contracted to the Breadth of 5 Furlongs. Then it 
opens again for the Space of a Mile and half ; after 
which entering between certain little Iſlands, where 
the Paſſage 1s very narrow, it gradually contracts 
itſelf for another Mile, and then dwindles to a 
very narrow Gut, which continues for above 2 
Miles through marſhy Lands, though enlarging 
ſomewhat towards the End. This Marſh and 
Gut are named by ſome, The Marſh and Lake of 


 Canapite. 


Good and 
Safe. 


The City, 
its Situa- 
lion. 


Tu Harbour called the Laguna, or Lake of 
Cartagena, is one of the beſt in the Yeſt-Ingies ; 
ſome think in the whole World. It is very large, 
capable of containing ſeveral conſiderable Fleets, 
which may ride in different Parts of it; though 
bulky Ships are obliged to caſt Anchor at a great 
Diſtance from the City, where there is a very 
good Key: And 'tis here the Galleons, after their 
Return from Puerto Bello, lye to winter (whenever 
they ſtay) and take in their Cargoes for their Re- 
turn to Spain; on which account the Harbour is 
well fortified, There are a great many Iſlands in 
it chiefly towards the Coaſts. 8 

Cartagena is divided into the upper and lower. 
The upper, which is properly the City, ſtands on 
the Iſthmus. It extends about 3 Quarters of a Mile 
along this Iſthmus, which there runs North-Eaſt, 
and South-Weſt, and is near half a Mile broad at 
the South-Weſt End, where it makes an Elbow, 
running South-Eaſt for about half a Mile; but im- 
mediately above and below the City it is not more 
than a few Paces over. The City takes up the 

| | | whole 


TU CARTAGENA. | 

| whole Breadth of the Iſthmus, beginning at the 
Entrance of the narrow Gut; ſo that it is waſhed 
on the North-Weſt Side by the Sea, and on the 


Eaſt by the narrow Gut, into which alſo the Sea 
flows from the Harbour. 


434 


BeyoNnD this Gut is the lower City, called Xj- Hihimani, 
ximani, or Hihimani, (it being thus written, be- 97 e Su- 


cauſe the Spaniards ſo pronounce it) and by contrac- 
tion Amani, an Indian Word ſignifying a Suburbs. 

It lies to the South-Eaſt of the upper City, and is 
not above half as big. 


burbs, 


AFTER the Diſcovery of this Port, the Spaniards hen 
often landed here and fought with the Indians, founded. 


but made no Settlement, though ſome undertook 
to do it. At length, in 1527, Don Pedro de Ere- 


dia had Orders to build a City, and began it; but 


it was finiſh*d by George Robledo 8 Years after. 

As to Hihimani, it is of much later Foundation, 
for we find no mention of it in the Account of 
Colonel Beeſton's Voyage to Cartagena in 1671 3 
and with this agrees the older Accounts of this 


Place, which obſerve, that from the City you 


croſſed to the Marſh of Canapote, over a Bridge 
and fort of Cauſey 250 Paces long, with 2 Arches 
for the Tyde to go in and out to the Marſh. 


Cartagena is a beautiful City, and next to Mexico, , Large- 
the fineſt on all the Eaſt Side of America. It ne and 
forms 5 large Streets, each near half a Mile in Buildings. 


Length, with ſtately Houſes of Stone, and one 
larger and longer than the reſt, which croſſes the 
City, making a ſpacious Square in the Middle, 
There are 5 Churches beſides the Cathedral, which 
appears above all the other Buildings, and is very 
magnificent without as well as rich within, and 11 


Religious - Houſes, Monaſteries and Nunneries, 


{thoſe of theDominicans and Franciſcans being noble 
Struc- 
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reduced to one Mile by the ſpreading of the Pen- 


inſula, and then enlarges to 3 by the narrowing of 
the Iſthmus ; which, 2 Miles from thence, ſhoot- 
ing out a long Tongue of Land, the Harbour is 
contracted to the Breadth of 5 F urlongs. Then it 
opens again ſor the Space of a Mile and half; after 
which entering between certain little Iſlands, where 
the Paſſage is very narrow, it gradually contracts 
itſelf for another Mile, and then dwindles to a 
very narrow Gut, which continues for above 2 
Miles through marſhy Lands, though enlarging, + 
ſomewhat towards the End. This Marſh and 
Gut are named by ſome, The Marſh and E of 


 Canap9te. 


Good and 
Safe. 


The City, 
its Situa- 
tion. 


Tu Harbour called the Laguna, or "EW of 
Cartagena, is one of the beſt in the Weſt-Indies; 
ſome think in the whole World. It is very large, 
capable of containing ſeveral conſiderable Fleets, 
which may ride in different Parts of it; though 
bulky Ships are obliged to caſt Anchor at a great 
Diſtance from the City, where there is a very 
good Key: And 'tis here the Ga/leons, after their 
Return from Puerto Bello, lye to winter (whenever 
they ſtay) and take in their Cargoes for their Re- 
turn to Spain z on which account the Harbour is 
well fortified, There are a great many Iſlands in 
it chiefly towards the Coaſts. 

Cartagena 1s divided into the upper and lower. 
T he upper, which 1s properly the City, ſtands on 
the Iſthmus. It extends about 3 Quarters of a Mile 
along this Iſthmus, which there runs North-Eaſt, 
and South-Weſt, and is near half a Mile broad at 
the South-Weſt End, where it makes an, Elbow, 
running South-Eaſt for about half a Mile; but im- 
mediately above and below the City it is not more 


than a few Paces over. The City takes up the 


whole 


| whole Breadth of the Iſthmus, beginning at the 
- Entrance of the narrow Gut ; ſo that it is waſhed 
on the North Weſt Side by the Sea, and on the 

Eaſt by the narrow Gut, into which alſo the Sea 
flows from the Harbour. 

BE VON PD this Gut is the lower City, called Xj- Hihimani,- 
ximani, or Hibimani, (it being thus written, be- 97 e Su- 
cauſe the Spaniards ſo pronounce it) and by contrac- ee 
tion Amani, an Indian Word ſignifying a Suburbs. 

It lies to the South-Eaſt of the upper City, and is 

not above half as big. | 1 
AFTER the Diſcovery of this Port, the Spaniards ge 

often landed here and fought with the Indians, founded. 

but made no Settlement, though ſome undertook 

to do it. At length, in 1527, Don Pedro de Ere- 

dia had Orders to build a City, and began it; but 

it was finiſh*d by George Robledo 8 Years after. 

As to Hihimani, it is of much later Foundation, 
for we find no mention of it in the Account of 
Colonel Beeſton's Voyage to Cartagena in 1671 
and with this agrees the older Accounts of this 
Place, which obſerve, that from the City you 
croſſed to the Marſh of Canapote, over a Bridge 
and fort of Cauſey 250 Paces long, with 2 Arches 
for the Tyde to go in and out to the Marſh. 

Cartagena is a beautiful City, and next to Mexico, , Large- 
the fineſt on all the Eaſt Side of America. It nel and 
forms 5 large Streets, each near half a Mile in Buildings. 
Length, with ſtately Houſes of Stone, and one 
larger and longer than the reſt, which croſſes the 
City, making a ſpacious Square in the Middle. 
There are 5 Churches beſides the Cathedral, Which 
appears above all the other Buildings, and is very 
magnificent without as well as rich within, and 11 
Religious - Houſes, Monaſteries and Nunneries, 
{thoſe of the Dominicans and Franci/cans being 3 ; 

| truc- 


Strength 
and Forts, 


- erected a Fort named San Foſeph. There are alſo 


Has been 


often talen. it has been taken two or three Times, as ſhall be 


Cuſtom-houſe: In ſhort, the Buildings in general 


a Spaniſh City in America, containing above 4000 
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Structures) befides a handfome Town-houſe and 


are very handſome. It is exceeding populous for 
Spaniſh Inhabitants, and near 20,000 Mulattos and 
Negroes, who are all at their Eaſe, and would be 
thought very rich in any other Place. S 

IT is ſtrong by Nature as well as Art. The Shore 
on which tis ſituated is very rough, nor can Ships 
of any great Bulk approach it from the Sea, by 
reaſon of the Rocks and Shallowneſs of the Coaft. 
The Harbour is alſo naturally ftrong, The Mouth 
is defended by a Fort, called after it Boca chica, 
alſo St. Luis. It ſtands on the Left Hand in the 
middle and narroweſt Part of the Entrance; facing 
which, juſt within, there is an Ifland, whereon is 


two others, called San Felipe, and San Jago, on 
the Shore about three Quarters of a Mile before you 
come to the Port, On the Tongue of Land above- 
mentioned, within three Miles of the City, there is 
another ſtrong Fort, called EI Fuerte de Santa 
Cruz and Caſtillo Grande, which is almoſt inac- 
ceſſible; for only a few Boats can put aſhore at a 
Time; and there is no getting at it by Land, on 
account of the Marſhes that ſurround it, and a large 
Ditch filled by the Sea. Oppoſite to this Fort, on 
a Point of Land which ſhoots out from the Con- 
tinent, is another, called Manganillo: Or, The 
Little Apple; meaning that of the poiſonous Kind. 
There is yet a Seventh, named Paſtillo on the ſame 
ſide, defending the narrow Paſlage to Hibimani, 
NoTwiTHSTANDING the Strength of the Place, 
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122 Tis true, the Spaniards, grown 
e the laſt Peace, have improved its For- 
tifica⸗ 
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tifications and enlarged its Gartiſons ; ſo that (as a | | 


certain Author obſerves.) if a French Squadron was 
to come this Way again they would find they could 
not beſiege Cartagena with ſuch Force as before, 


nor perhaps with twice that Number. I ſhall not 


pretend to ſay what the French could do; but I 


am of Opinion that the Exgliſb, under ſuch a Com- 


mander as Admiral Yernon, would take it with fewer 
Troops, and in leſs Time than de Pointis did, 


— wo 


IT is reckoned at preſent the ſecond Place for Fir dual. 
Strength in the Veſt- Indies, next to the Havana, e Town 
and was all along pretty ſtrong; being the firſt that ** Ameri- 


was walled by the Spaniards in America. When Sir 


Frantis Drake took it, the whole was fortified with 
Sconces ; and not far off was a walled Monaſtery 
of Franciſcans, beſides two Forts. Yet Gage ob- 
ſerves that in his Time, tho? reaſonably well for- 
tified, it was not ſo ſtrong as Puerto Bello, 


Born the City, and Hibimani are pretty regularly 71 far- 
fortified at preſent, The latter is, as it were, a For- it. 


treſs with ſeven Baſtions; and is ſeparated. from the 
other by the narrow Gut above-mentioned, which 
ſerves for a Ditch, and is covered with a Draw- 
bridge. About a Quarter of a Mile to the Eaſt 
North-Eaſt of Hibimani is the Fort de San Lazaro, 
or as *tis now called San Felipe de Baraxas; to 
which you paſs alſo by a Draw-bridge. This Fort 
commands both the Towns, and is itſelf command- 


ed by a high Mountain of very difficult Acceſs. 
Near a Mile South by Eaſt from the Fort on a Hill - 


ſtands the Monaſtery of Madre de Popa, becauſe its 
Church on one Side reſembles the Poop of a Ship; 
*tis called alſo Nueſtra Sennora de la Candelaria, 
that is, Our Lady of the Candleſtick ; and is like- 


Tis 


- - - 
3 -- 


ö 
4 
7 


— — . —— —V — 


16 | 
Capital sf *T 15 the Chief City of the Province and Go- 


the Pro- 
Vince. 


Govern- 


ment. 


Bifboprick. 


of DESCRIPTION 


vernment of the ſame Name (on the Coaſt of 77 
erra Firma, formerly called Caſtillo del Oro) ex- 
tending, from Rio Grande, or Madalena, to the Gulf 
of Darien, eighty Leagues, and as many from che 
Coaſt to the Nueva Reyno de Granada. ay. 
Cage ſays, it is not governed by a Court of Ju- 
ſtice and Chancery as Santa Fe is, but only by one 
Governor who reſides with the King's Omicers - 
The Royal Treaſury is here alſo, 

IT is a Biſhop's See, under the Archbiſhop of 
Santa Fe de Bogota, in the Nuevo Reyno. Hither 


the Galleons repair from $ pain, to receive the King's 


Wealth, 
P ear ls. 


Revenue, which comes from the fame Country by 
the Rio Grande, or Madalena ; and here a great 
Trade is driven as well by the Galleons, as the 
Merchant-Ships under their Convoy, after their 
Return from Puerto Bello. 

. Cartagena is very rich, by reaſon of its Trade 


in Pearls, Emeralds, and other precious Stones. 


From Margarita come all the Pearls, which are 


ſent hither to be refined and bored, where there is 
a whole Street taken up with the Shops of Pearl- 
Dreſſers. In July there is commonly a Ship or two 
at the Iſland to carry the King's Revenue and the 
Merchants Pearls hither, being well manned for 
fear of the Engliſh and Dutch, Likewiſe twelve 
ſmall Veſſels, called The Pearl Fleet, with a Man 
of War to defend them, are ſent every Year from 


 Cartagina to Rancherias, (a few Leagues to the 


Emeralds. 


North Eaſt of Rio de la Hacha) where there is 4 
rich Pearl-Bank and Fiſhery. 

EMERALDS come from the Province of Santa 
Marta and the Nuevo Reyno. This Stone was in 
great Eſteem before America produced ſuch great 


— of them. A Spaniard deſiring to know 


the 


\ 
, 


2 FE 
the Price of a couple of Emeralds ſhewed them to 
an Halian Jeweller, who valued one at a 100, the 
other at 300 Dicats.: But ſoon after, ſeeing a 
Cheſt full of them, ſayed, they were ſcarce worth 
a Ducat a- piece. The Indians wear them at their 
Noſes, as believing them good againſt the Falling- 
Sickneſs. They grow in Veins along the hard 
4 Rocks, not unlike Chryſtal, and in Time obtain 
- a glittering Greennels. It 


: 


Mos of the. Indico, Cochineal and Sugar, made O. Cen- 
f in the Country of Guatim#4la, is brought here year- = 
ly in ſmall Frigats ;; the Spaniards thinking, it ſaſer 

J to ſend theſe Goods this Way through the Lake of 

7 Grandda, in Nicaragua, and ſo to Cartagena to 

t be ſhipped on Board the Galleons, than by the 

e hips of Honduras, which have been often taken 

r the Dutch, as might theſe Frigats by the Eu- 


el, if the Spaniards had not diſpoſſeſſed them of 


e the Iſland of Providence, which they came too near 

3. in cheir Courſe. 

2 Cartagena ſuffered much in its Trade for a long Shop Trade 

ig Courſe of Years z,not only by the Bucaniers (made 

| up of the People of ſeveral Countries, who infeſt- 

0 ed the Ports of the North Sea, and took the Ships 

* tradin gthither) but alſo by the Zxpli/b of Jamaica, 

"Cr and Dutch of Curaſao and Surinam, who came 

re upon this Coaſt and carried on a clandeſtine Trade 

in with the Inbabitants, This was called the $/op 

m Trade, as having been managed by Sloops lying 
off and on upon the Coaſt to receive Canows,which | 
came off from Land with Goods to them in the _ ' © 

ta As the Dutch and Engliſh found their Gain 

in very great in this Illicit Trade, ſo the Smugglers 

-at or Spaniſh Merchants had a double Gain ; for they 

W not only avoided paying the Cuſtom to the King 
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ol Spoin, which in that Countryis very conſiderable ? 


dut they bought them much cheaper of the * 
than they could from the Galleons at Puerto Bello, 
or the Merchants of Cartagena, and yet the Sloop 
Merchants ſold them at a very good Price too. 
TuIS fort of Commerce was very perni- 
nicious, both to the King's Revenue and the fair 
Trader: But no remedy being applied from Spain, 
(where it was well known) the Governor of Car- 
tagena found himſelf unable to ſupport it; for the 
Ditch carried it on with Ships from 20 to 3o, and 
36 Guns; and the Engliſb in large Sloops and 
Brigantines from 8 to 10, and 16 Guns, and fome- 
times with Ships of Force too; ſo that they pro- 
tected the Canows againſt the Spaniſb Sloops when 
they put off to intercept them. Indeed if they 
could catch the Canows coming back with Goods, 
they made a Prize of them; but this ſeldom hap- 
pened, and was hazadous too: For the Smug- 
glers, apprized of all by their Scouts on Shore, op- 
oſed the Officers, who often came by the worſt. 
By this means Smuggling was carried on barefaced 
in Sight of the Town, and came to ſuch a Height 
at laſt as greatly impaired the Trade of the Gal. 
leons, and leflened the Conſumption of Goods 
brought by them, eſpecially for the Provinces of 
Cartagena, Santa Marta, Popayan, Granada and 
Venezuela, which were all ſupplied this Way with 
the European Goods they wanted. | 
Ax length, the Government of Spain refolving 


to put an End to this Practice, ordered three ftout 


Men of War from Europe on this Service to 
winter at Cartagena z where they were to be joined 


by two or three ſmaller Men of War from the 
Havana, in order to ply off and on the Coaſt: 


and 


of: CARTAGDBN A. 
and. theſe are the Ships called Guarda de las Celas 
or Guardſ/hips. far ie Coaſts. 

HEY. had not. been long on. this Eeployment 
before * fell ir in with five Dutch! Traders, all 
Ships. of Force, whom they vigorouſly attacked. 
The Ark defended, themſelyes deſperately; and 
one of them being. over · powered by two Spaniſb 
Men of War, rather than Junk by their 
Side. The reſt were taken, whoſe Cargoes- were va- 
lued at 100,000 Piſtoles ; and to complete the Tra- 


f Spaniſe Merchants, who were found; 
them, were. carried to Gen.. and 


hanged without Mercy. 


all marſhy, which at ſome Seaſons renders the Air 
unwholeſome, and breeds Diſeaſes. The Climate 
alſo is rainy and moiſt; but it is not ſo unhealthy 
here as the Coaſt of Puerto Bello, being neither ſo 
hot nor wet; and for the greater Part of Year, 
the Place is healthy enough. However, the Ca- 
lenture ſeizes all but the Indians, who ſtir abroad 


after Twilight, in the Evening Air, called la Se- 


rena: ſo that it affects thoſe who are upon Watch. 


TAI Country about is al mean and poor, ;4acent 


Trees, the Soil Soul Country. 
ſandy, coarſe, and quite ſhy. bag nor ſo ca- 


mountainous, and full of hi 


pable of Improyement as other Parts. It pro- 
duces little of either Corn or Gold: but the Spa- 
niards get ſome of the latter by Trading with the 


more peaceable Indian Nations, who dwell farther + | 


from it, and ſometimes” come to traffic with their 
Frontier Towns, which the Spaniards are obliged. 


to fortify to defend them from the Natives. Some Produc- 
* 0 W afford Aba Bonn and Aromatic r. 


ha Gams, 


E Country about ca and evenchaiCimer 
Iſthmus (except about the Spot where. it ſtands) is Air. 


+ 
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Gums, Sanguis Dratonis,' a fragrant Balm of great 
Virtue, and other Liquors diſtifling from Trees. 
Tur Natives of theſe Parts are more ' fierce, 
and untractable than any where elſe. They would 
never enter into Treaty with the Spaniards, or 
trade with them, but on all Occaſions ſought to 
deſtroy them, ſhooting poiſoned Arrows, whoſe 
Wounds no Art could cure; and ſuch ſure Marks- 
men, that they ſeldomer miſſed a Man with their 
Bows, than the Spaniards did with their Mufkets: 
However, they are at laſt deftroy'd, or retired far- 
ther within Land. But the Spaniards made no 
great Gain of the Conqueſt, becaufe the Country 
requires great Numbers of People to cultivate it, 
and more to defend it: So that it would be an 
ealy Prey to any who would invade it, eſpecially 
if they ſought the Aſſiſtance of rhe ancient Inha- 
bitants, Who would be glad to help in driving at 
the Spaniards. —— SONY 3 
Tur Deſcription of Cartagena, as it was in 
1671, when Col. Beefton went thither to adjuſt the 
Peace made the Year before in Spain, is fo curious 
and exact for the Time, that I preſume the Rea- 
der will not be diſpleaſed if we ſubjoin it, out- of 
the Relation of his Voyage, to what has been al- 


ready ſayed on this Subject. 


Deſcriptian 
of Cuta- 

' cena, as it 
RUAS in 


1671. 


Tur City of Cartagena lies on a Bay by the Sea- 
ſide, and is built on a Sand, but to and ward it is 
very Boggy. It is in Length about three Quarters 
of a Mile, and not full half a Mite in Breadth. 
It is walled all round with a thick Stone Wall, 
about twenty-four Foot in Height, with Baſtions, 
built with Orillons in ſome Parts, in others they 
are plain, but it has neither Grafts nor Ramparts. 


126 Guns, moſtly of Brafs and Copper, lie upon 


the Parapets, looking over the Tops of the "I 
with- 
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without either Batlemerits, or common Baſkets to 
blind them. 
IN the Wall are three Gates! thay" of San Do- Gate. ; 
nings to the South; that of Santa Catalina to the | 
North-Faſt ;-and one to the Eaſt, which leads to 
the Harbour and the Country. d This ſhews that 
Hihimani, or the Lower City, was not then built. , 
HowzeveR, this City is not ſtrong, for there Nor frog, 
is neither Caſtle; nor any conſiderable Place of 
Strength in it, moreover, the North-Weſt Winds 
have made three great Breaches in the Wall to- 
watds the Sea, which may be entered with Eaſe. 
Tan People likewiſe are not many, beſides Nor popu- 
Churohinen, and for the moſt part are Creo/ians; tour, 
who are half Spaniard, half Indian. There _ 
alſo many Negroes and Mulattos among them. 
Fon Fire-Arms, their Soldiers ate armed Zan 
with Match. locks, in the Uſe of which they” are 
likewiſe very unexpert. 
Tu City in general is well bullt with Stake; ut well 
and covered with Tile. The Streets are narrow, Built. 
and the Houſes for the moſt Part contiguous, and 
generally four or five Stories high; with Balconies 
of Wood, and great Wooden Lattices, as they 
have in Spain. Here are many beautiful Churches, 
and other public Structures. One of their greateſt 
Wants is Freſh- Water, having none but what falls 
from the Clouds; for the Reception whereof they 
have large Cifterns in moſt Houſes, and likewiſe 
under the Baſtions in the Walls, where they keep 
and huſband it till a new Supply comes: ¶ Herrera 
in Purchas ſays, that digging two Fathom, (per- 
haps it ſhould be two Foot) in the Sand whereon the 
Town. js built, they find freſh Water. ] 
Taz Town appears very beautiful at a Diſtance; Beautifu! 
for there are many Cocao-Nut Trees, which re- ear. 
ſemble 
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ſemble Palms, growing promiſcuouſly i in ſeveral 
Parts thereof, and over-topping the Houſes, are a 

ro delightful Ornament to it. 
Santa Ma- "Ox the Eaſt · ſide of it, about a Mile diſtant, uy up- 
dalena. on an Eminence ſtands a Caſtle, called Santa Ma- 
dalena, L This I take to be What is now called de 


1a Popa] provided with man e * and 
Iron Guns, which 78 100 


2 Tx: By = Oblervation. of Pere Faxillte 1 in 1 170 55 ve- 
tude of ritied by thoſe, of Don Juan de Herrera in 1722, 

by pry 1723, and 1724, it is in Longitude Weſt from Pa- 
vation. 7 77s 46 m. 1.5.8. and conſequently from Lon- 
don 25 21 m, 1558. The Latitude was obſerved 
ſeuillis the ſame Year, 10%, 30 m. 35 8. but 

from the midgle Difference of the ſeveral Obferva- 

tions made by Herrera in ryog, and 1719, it reſults 
10, 26 mw 3518. or four Minutes leſs. And this 
appears to be maſt exact, according to Feuillle's 

own Obſervation at Boca chica, whoſe Latitiude he 

found to be 10 20 m. 248. whence the Difference 

of Latitude between it and the Town will be ten 
Minutes, or Geographical Miles, (by his Obſerva- 

tions) which muſt be too much, ſince the Diſtance 

is not above ſeven common Miles and a half. 
By Mr. By Mr. Popple's and Mv/Ps Map, the Latitude 
Fopple's of Cartagena, is 10“ 34 m. the Longitude 76% 


TP. : 35 5 m. or one Degree 3 Minutes more than i 
aps 


It 
ould be; which ſhews great N An or wane. of 
Seil! in the Sachers | 
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An Account of the taking of e in 1 68 55 
Ey Sir FRAN CIS DRAKE. end 
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n E. Dutch bublng offered to ſubmit the C68 Occaſion of 


federate Provinces of Holland to Queen Ellxd- the 


xpe- 


beth, our moſt glorious Female Mo , took the “len. 


ſame into Conſideration ; and reflecting on the 
Troubles Spain had wrought her by Rebellians in 


England and Ireland, ever ſince the beginning of fer 


Reign; the mortal Hatred the Spaniards bore to her 
Nation and Religion ; the Grudge the King had to 
her own Perſon; and how the Ski sand Eife@ts of 
of her Subjects had deen lately 5 in N 
but excited more by the ambitious Deſigns 
Philip II. ſhe at length, by Advice of her Coun: ' 
cil, reſolved to take the Hollanders into her . 
tection, and aſſiſt them with Forces according to 
the Tenor of ancient Treaties; but would not ac- 
cept of the Dominion of their Territories, having 
had a nobler Deſign in View; namely, to reſtors 
them to their ancient Liberty, and ſecure her own 
Kingdoms, by hindering Spain from oppreſſing 
her Neighbours. Accordingly, ſhe ſent to their 
Aid 6000 Men ; and as ſhe apprehended this Step 
would be deemed. a fort of Declaration of War 
_ Spain, to Keep the Evil from her own 
oor, ſhe ſet forth a 

Spanizeds Work abroad. 


T AIS Fleet conſiſted of 25 Sail of Ships and Number } 


leet in order to find the 


Pinnaces, on board which were 2300 Soldiers and % and 


Seamen, with their Officers, under the Command 9. 


of Sir Francis Drake, Who acted both as Admiral 
and General. The Land Officers under him were . 
Chriſto- 


- 


San Jago 
6 
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Chriſtopher Carliſle, Lieutenant General, Anibon 
Powell, S ier, Matthew Morgan 200 
Jobn Samſon, Carporals of the Field. The Cap- 
trains were, Anthony Plat, Edward Winter, Jobn 
Goring, Robert Pen, George Barton, Jobn Mer- 
chant, William Gevil, Walter Biggs," Fobn Haman, 
and Richard Stanton. The Ships and Sea Ca 
tains were, Martin Frobiſber, Vice-Admixal in 
Primroſe ; Francis Knolles, Rear-Admiral in the 
Galleon Leiceſter; Thomas Vennor in the Elizabeth 
Bonadventure, under the General; the Aid, Ed- 
ward Winter; the Heer, Chriſtopher Carlile; the 
Sea Dragon, Henry White ; the Thomas, Thomas 
Drake; the Minion, Thomas Steely; the Bark 
Talbot, Capt. Cayley ; the Bark Bond, Robert 
Croſſe; the Bark Bonner, George Forteſcue ;, the 
Hope, Edward Careleſſe ; the White Lion, James 
Erizo; the Francis, Thomas Moon; the Vantage, 
Zohn Rivers; the Drake, John Vaughan.; the 
' George, John Varney ; the Benjamin, John Martin; 
the Scout, Richard Gilman ; the Duck, Richard 
Hawkins ;, the Swallow, Capt. Bitfield,  _ 
TRE 12th of September the Fleet ſet fail from 
Plymouth, for Spain; where making ſome Spoil 
about Vigo, they paſſed on to the Iſland of Cape 
Verde. Here they took and burnt San Jago (or 
Playa) the chief Town belonging to an Iſland 
of the ſame Name. Neither the Governor, the 
Biſhop, nor any of the People appeared in Be- 
half of the Town, or their Effects: which the Eu- 
gliſb judged to proceed from the Guilt of their 


Treachery Treachery and Cruelty towards Capt. William 
endCruelty Hawkins of Plymouth, with whom above five 
of the Spa- Years before they broke their Faith, and murder- 


— — — — — _ — —_ - 
— . — 5 - — —= — 
e 2 — - 
: - _ 
_ — — — —ö—Ev—— — — — - — — — — — 
- 


—— — = 


— — 
. 


ed many of his Men. Theſe Barbarians had Rea- 
ſon alſo to fear on account of their Savage Cruelty 
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o one of the Boys belonging to the 
Fleet; whom they kad taken ſtraggling: for 12 
cutting off his Head, they plucked out his Heart, 
and in a brutiſh Manner ſcattered the reſt of his 
Limbs about the Place. In revenge of which 
vilainous Action, the Zngh/þ burnt all the Houſes 
they found in the Country, as well as the Town; 
and left Writings in ſeveral Places, particularly the 
Hoſpital (which was ſpared from the Fire) to ex- ; 
preſs their Indignation and Reſentment of ſo horrid 
a Piece of Cruelty. But Spamiaras were always 
E | 
FROM hence they proceeded directly for the Ne Calen- 
We t- Indies ; but bad not been long at Sea before ture rages 
many of their Men dy'd ; altho they loft not one heller. 
till feven or eight Days after they had left San 
Fago, to the Malignity of whoſe Air this Misfor- 
tune was attributed. Their Diſeaſe was a violent 
Calenture, or continual Burning-Fever, certain 
7 Spots like thoſe of the Plague appearing upon 
| ſome of the Dead : The few who recovered were 
3 very much impaired in their Strength and Memory 


8 9 — 
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f for a long Time after. Mean while they held on 

| their Courſe, and paſſing by the Iſlands of Do- 

-4 ninica and St. Chriſtopher (where they kept their 

jp Chriſtmas) came to Hiſpaniola. Here landing- on Take and 
New-Tear 5-Day, they took and burnt Part of San burn San 
F Domingo, the chief City of that Iſland, before the I 
5 Spaniards, according to their uſual Stiffneſs, would jo.” 
A pay the Ranſom demanded 3 but they were glad 


to lay down 25,000 Ducats to ſave the Remain- 

der, after the Engliſb had committed much Spoil, 
From San Domingo they croſſed over to the 

Continent-of , Spurh- America, and at length came 

within 2 of Cartagena, built ſo near the Sea, 

J NS they — it within Muſket - ſhor, 

R | About 


— 


„„  4DeScRIETION. 


Enter the About four in the Afternoon they entered the 
Harbeur of Mouth of the Harbour, lying about three, [rather 
Cartagena ſeven] Miles to the South Weſt [South by Weſt] 
of the Town, without the leaſt Reſiſtance, Hav- 
ing given Orders to the Vice-Admiral, and other 
Captains in Boats and Pinnaces, to attack the little 
Fort at the Entrance of the Haven, the General 
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Purc ba, i five Miles from the Tovn and 
marched ſilently along the Shore, till they came 
Within two Miles of the City, where they were 
met by about an hundred Horſemen, who upon 
the farit Volley of the Eugliſb Shot, retreated back 
to the Town. At the ſame Inſtant they heard 
ſome. Cannons go off, which were the Signal to give 
Notice that the Vice-Admiral had attempted the 
Fort: But this proved to little Purpoſe, for it was 
very ſtrong tho? ſmall, and the narrow Entrance 
of the Haven was ſecured by a Chain drawn 
acroſs it; * only it gave an Alarm to the other 
Side of the Haven, a Mile and a half from te 

Place where they were. 
They y- THE Engliſh Troops being advanced now 
P bach the within half a Mile of the City, the Paſſage grew 
Ci. narrow, being not above fifty Paces broad. On 
one Side was the Sea, on the other the Haven. 
This Place was fortified quite acroſs with a Stone 
5 Wall, and Ditch behind, with Flankings all 
along; a Way only being left for a Horſe or Car- 


riage 
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* The Haven here is to be diſtinguiſhed from the Mako, 
though theſe Terms are commonly uſed ſynonymouſly : And 
the Fort muſt have ſtood, either where that of Santa Cruz now 
ſtands, © or at a narrow. Part of the Harbour nearer the City, 
where the Fort of Paſfilliilb is ſituate, 
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on the Front of the Engliſb at their Approach. 
There were likewiſe brought near the Shore two 
large Gallies, mounted with eleven Pieces of Can- 
non each, which played acroſs the narrow Iſthmus, 
beſides three or four hundred ſmall Shot; and 
on Land were poſted three hundred Muſkets and 
Pikes more, for guarding this Paſs. 1 


riage to paſs through; which yet was barricaded 
with Barrels filled with Earth. This Part was. 
defended by ſix great Guns, which were diſcharged 
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As the Engli/o {till marched on, the Spaniards, They. force 
who were ready to receive them, ' were very liberal Sei- Way 


both of their great and ſmall Shot : But Lieutenant 
General Carliſie, taking Advantage of the Dark 
neſs of the Morning before Syn-riſe, advanced 
according to expreſs Orders he had received the 
Night before, along the Sea-ſide, 'where the Was 
ter being ſomewhat fallen, moſt of their Shöt 
was in vain, As the Znglih were commanded 
not to ſhoot till they came to the Wall, they ad- 
vanced up to the Barricado of Vine Buts without 
firing a Muſket : But as ſoon as they arrived there, 
they inſtantly fell to throwing down the Barrels 


and having given the Enemy one Volley with their 


and enter 


the Place. 


LY 


Pieces, attacked them in the very Teeth with their 


Swords and Pikes. So that the Spaniards were 
obliged to abandon the Paſs to the Engli/h, whi 
tollowed them hot-foot into the Town, without 
giving them any breathing-time, till they got to 


the Market- place; though the Dons made a ſtand 
now and then to prevent it: But finding all their 


Endeavours ineffectual, they were forced at length 
to leave the Place, flying into the Country to their 


5 


fore. 
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Wives and Families, whom they had ſent away be- 


28 A DESCRIPTION 
The Rehe Ar the end of every Street they had raiſed 
fance made handſome Barricadoes of Earth; intrenched about, 
N pa- in entering which, ſome. Reſiſtance was made ; 
but thoſe who defended them were ſoon dliſperſed, 
very few being either killed or wou ded. They 
had likewiſe poſted. many / Indians with' Bows in 
Places of Advantage, their Arrows being infected 
with ſuch a virulent Poiſon, that it they -<1d but 
break the Skin, the Wound was unn mortal. 
With theſe ſome of our Men were ſlain. I hey had 
. Roms driven into the Ground, along the Road, 
reat Number of Iron Spikes, a Foot and half 
ngth, which were poiſoned too: But the: Eu- 
1 marching by the Sea-fide, happily eſcaped 
the greater Part of them; ſo that few only were 
deſtroyed by theſe e Contrivances ſo con- 
trary to the Law of Arms, Their having been 
ſo well prepared was owing to the Notice they 
had received, twenty Days. before from Sa 
mingo, of the coming of the Engith into thoſe Scasz 
by which means alſo. the Inhabitante had Time to 
carry away all their Treaſure and valuable Effects. 
The En- IN this Action, the Eugliſb took Priſoner Don 
gliſh in _/}pyzo Bravo, who commanded at the Barricado ; 
as and having utterly defeated their Enemies, con- 
tinued in the Place ſix Weeks. During this Time 
the Calenture returned among them, which the 
Spaniards impute to the Evening Air, called La 
Serena, affirming that it mortaliy infects all who 
are then abroad, except the Native Indians of 
| the Country; and the Eugliſb catched it by being 
The Calen- on the Watch. The W of this Sick» 
ture re. neſs hindered them from proſecuting their Deſign 
nm. of going to Nombre de dios, and ſo over: land to 
Panamd, in hopes of gaining ſufficient T reaſure 
to recompenſe their tedious Travels, 


DurinG 
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Dunn d their Stay here (as before at San Civilires 
Domingo) ſeveral Civilities paſſed between them 2% paged 
and the Inhabitants of the Town, * as Feafting, en 
Viſiting, and the like. Among the reſt, the Go: , aba. 
vernor of Cartagina, with the Biſhop, and ſeveral 5irarr:. 
other Gentlemen came to ſee the General. | 
- Besmexs the Calenture, only one crofs Accident Cres A- 
happened to them while they were at this Place. The c. 
Centinel, poſted on the Church Steeple, having one 
Day diſcovered two ſmall Barks at Sea, ſeveral 
Officers and Sailors got on board two little Pin- 
naces, in hopes to feize them before they came nigh 
the Shore, or had notice from Land of their be- 
ing in the Town: But notwithſtanding all cheir 
Diligence, thoſe in the Barks had a Sign made to 
them; ſo that on the Approach of the Pinnaces, 
they ran aſhore and hid themſelves in the Buſhes 
among the Spaniards, who had given them No- 
tice of their Danger. The Exgliſb, ſeeing the Barks 
empty, raſhly went on Board, and ſtanding openly 
on the Deck were ſuddenly ſhot at by the Spa- 
niards from the Hedges: whereby Capt. Varney 
was ſlain out- right, and Capt. Moon died a fe,ẽ Days 
after, four or five more being hurt. Beſides, not 
having Men enough to fight on Shore, and moft 
of them being Sailors without Arms, (for they ex- 

d to take the Barks with their Cannon, ) they 
were forced to return without effecting any thing; 
tho? they might eaſily have carried off the Barks 
had they reached them before they came nigh th 
Shore. 

TRE Spaniards, according to their Cuſtom of 73e City 
holding out beyond Reaſon, and then ſervilely 72n/omed 
ſubmitting to whatever Terms you think fit to im- ger part 
poſe, could not be brought to agree about ran- ne. 
ſoming the Town, till the Exgliſb, to bring them 
KE | — 
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to a Compliance, burnt ſome Part, of it, which 


had the deſired Effect; for they immediately con- 
cluded to pay 110,000 Ducats (five Shillings and 
Sixpence each) to ſpare the reſt. So that tho? the 
Town was not half ſo big as that of San Domingo, 
yet it payed a much greater Ranſom, as being of 
far more Importance, on account of its excellent 


Harbour and Situation for Trade with Nombre de 


The Spa- 
niards out. 
ewitted. 


A Fort 
blown up. 


Dios, and other Ports, as well as of its being in- 
habited by wealthier Merchants : Whereas the other 
was filled chiefly with Lawyers and Gentlemen the 
ſupreme Courts of Law, as well for the Continent 
as the Iſlands, being eſtabliſhed there. 85 

TAE Sum agreed on being payed, the Engliſb 
left the Town and withdrew towards the Priory, 
or Abbey, which was walled with Stone, and flood 
a quarter of a Mile below, near the Harbour, 
Here they put in Soldiers to keep Poſſeſſion, tel- 
ling the Spaniards, that this was yet their own, 
and not comprehended in the Compoſition lately made. 
The cautious Dons finding themſelves to be fairly 
outwitted, offered to ranſom the ſame, together 
with the Block-hoyſe, A thouſand Pound being de- 
manded for each, they agreed to pay that Sum for 
the Abbey ; but pleading they were not able to give 


ſo much for the Block-houſe (doubtleſs to try the Eu- 


gliſe) it was undermined and blown up with Gun- 
powder. Gage tells us, the Spaniards in his Time 
affirmed, that Drake, ſurprizing the Town, burnt 
moſt of Part of it ; and, beſides ineſtimable Sums 
of Money, carried away 230 Pieces of Ordnance, 
which he ſays was more than it had in his Time : 
But by the account of our Author, there were only 
240 taken in all, out of the ſeveral Places that 
were plundered in this Expedition, as we ſhall ſee 
hereafter, . 

MEAN 
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MEA N while the whole Fleet falling down to 

the Mouth of the Harbour, ſtopped at an Iſland 

there, which was very pleaſant, aboundirig with 

Orange-Trees, and ſeveral other choice Fruits, ſet 

in ſuch exact Order for Walks, that the whole 

Iſland, being about three Miles round, is all made 

into Gardens and Orchards. This cannot be the 

Iſland mentioned in the Deſcription, with Fort San 

Zoſefo on it at preſent, 

Hav TN taken in Water at a great Well in 73, urn 
this Iſland, they put to Sea March the 31ſt, 1386. Home. 
Two Days after a great Ship taken at San Domingo, 
loaden with. Cannon, Hides, and other Goods, 
ſprung a Lake, which obliged them to return to 
2 artagena, where they ſtayed eight or ten Days 
longer to unload her, and diſpoſe of her Men and 
Cargo in another Ship. After this, putting once 
more to Sea, they directed their Courſe to Cape St. 
Antony, the molt weſtern Point of Cuba, where 
they arrived April the 27th : And here we will 
leave them till we come to ſpeak of San Aguſtin. 

Cartagena has revenged herſelf ſince thoſe Days Cina 
on the Engliſh, not only in deſtroying the Sloop — 2 
Trade, as above-mentioned, but before that, by afrer- 
taking from them with her Forces the Iſland of rd n 
Providence, called by the Spaniards, Santa Cata- 1 
lina, This Iſland lies about thirty-ſix Leaguess 
Eaſt from the Coaſt of Honduras ; and according 
to Dampier 70, [ North, North-Weſt] of Puerto 
Bello, in the Latitude of 13%, 15 m. ſo that it 
ſtands very conveniently for annoying the Spa- 
niards in thoſe Parts: On which Occaſion, Gage 
ſays, that, tho' but little, it might have been of 
greater Advantage to us than any other of our Ame- 
rican Plantations, and hopes we ſhall recover it 
again, Indeed it was. retaken twice ſince his Time 
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. 4 DESCRIPTION 


by the Bucaniers, who found it of great Impor- 
tance for carrying on their Enterprizes: Nut the 
Spaniards would not leave them in Poſſeſſion of a 
Place, from whence they could fo. eafily invade 
their Coaſts at any Time, and intercept the Gat- 
leons in their Way between Puerto Bello and Car- 


SECT. UI. 
The taking of Cartagena 7 Jix French Pri- 
99 


vateers, and afterwards by M. ps P 01 x- 
11s in 1697, 


Cartagena NOT long after the taking of Cartagina by 


taken by fix * Sir Francis Drake, the City received a more 
Ro . fatal Blow, for it was ſcarce repaired again, when | 
unge Ave French Privateers burnt it to Aſhes. This 
by a Spa- Misfortune was occaſioned by a Spaniſh Seaman 3 
niard, who being whipp'd by command of the Governor, 
in revenge went to France, and conducted thoſe 
Ships hither, which, getting in ſecretly by Night, 
ſurprized the Place. The Spaniard ſtill burn- 
ing with Revenge, haſtened to the Governor's 
Houſe ; whom finding aſleep he awaked, and af- 
ter reproaching him for the whipping, killed him 
with his own Hand. The Booty carried off this 
Time amounted to above 150,000 Ducats. This 
was more indeed than Sir Francis got ; but it was 
2 Trifle in compariſon of the vaſt Sums brought 
from thence by M. de Pointis, and the French 
Bricaniers that went thither with him under M. 
du Caſſe ; whoſe Expedition I ſhall next relate, 
partly out of his own Account, 'and partly out 
of others, particularly that of Pere le Pers, in 
his Hiſtory of the Iſland of San Domingo, pub- 

liſhed by Pere Charlevoix. 
113 
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of CARTAGENA. 
'T H 1s Expedition had been forming three or 
four, Years by the Sieur de Pointis, Captain of a 
Man of a War, and Commiſſary General of the 
Artillery of the Marine. He was a Perſon of great 
Experience, Courage and Reſolution, capable of 
executing, as well as forming, a great Deſign. 
He is charged, however, with being too haughty, 
and diſcovering on this Occaſion a Diſpoſition of 
Covetouſneſs, which never appeared in him be- 
fore. The Ships. and Men were furniſhed by the 
King, but the Expence of the Expedition was to 
be defrayed by Adventurers, who were to ſhare 
in the Profits ariſing from it. On, propoſing 
the Project to the Public, Subſcriptions poured in 
faſter than they could be received : But the Peace 
concluded with Savoy giving the Expectations of a 
general one, they ſlackened on a ſudden; and 
many would fain have withdrawn their Mo- 
ney, though the King had promiſed to reimburſe 
them in caſe of a Peace. However, de Pointis re- 
ſolved to proceed on the Sum already advanced, 
though far ſhort of what he had propoſed. 

H rs firſt Care was to eſcape the Exgliſb Fleet, 
ſayed to conſiſt of forty Men of War, which were 
ſent to cruize before Breſt, in order to prevent his 
Paſſage., ' Notice having been ſent to him that 
they were diſcry'd off U/ſant, he immediately left 
the Port, and ſteering to the Coaſt of Spain, as the 
beſt Way to avoid the Enemy, doubled Cape Orre- 


De Poin- 
tis Expe- 
dition. 


He eſcapes 
the En- 
gliſn Fleet 


at ſetting 


out. 


gal, and in fifty-five Days arrived at Cape Francois, 


in the Iſland. of San Domingo, or Hiſpaniola. Here 
bens denen of a great Part of the Ships 
and Men promiſed him, he found himſelf reduced 


to half the Force he propoſed at the Beginning, 


which was five-thouſand Men, excluſive of Se 
men, Leaving the Cape the 6th of March, he 
| F | came 
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4 - 1 | ts 
* yi 7 
— * * * 


34 A DESCRIPTION 

came to Exter, the uſual Reſidence of - M. du 
Caſſe, Governor of the French Colony in San 
Domingo, who had Orders to join him with ſuch 

Forces as could be ſpared. | 
it Forces of THE Forces employed in this Enterprize were 
4 the Baca- firſt 650 Bucaniers, or Free-booters, in ſeven Frigats, 
niers, from eight to twenty-four Guns: La Serpente, 
commanded by the brave Godefroi, taken by the 
| Spaniards four Years before; Le Cerf Volant, 
1 Capt. Pierre; La Gracieuſe, Blou ; Le Pembroc, 
\ i Galet ; La Mutine, Pays, Le Ferzey, Macary 
| Le Anglois, Cotui; and a Brigantine, Sales, Theſe 
| were the Succours from San Domingo; which, 
with 110 Inhabitants, and 170 Soldiers of the 
Coaſt, beſides 110 Negroes diſperſed aboard the 
1 reſt of the Fleet, amounted to upwards of 12003 

"= though ſome reckon 1500 and 1720. 3 
; ae King's THE Squadron conſiſted of ſeven large Ships 
Ships and of War: Le Sceptre, of 84 Guns, and 650 Men, 
Mex. the Sieur Guillotin, Captain, under M. de Pointis ; 
| le Saint Louis, 64 Guns, and 450 Men, de Levi, 
Vice-Admiral 3 e Fort, 70 Guns, and 450 Men, 
the Viſcount de Coetlogon, Rear-Admiral ; le Ver- 
mandois, P Apollon, le Furieux and the St. Michel 
14 of 60 Guns, and 350 Men each, commanded by 
14 Dubuiſſon, Gombaut, la Motte Michel, and the 
19 Chevalier de Marolles. After theſe followed le 
1.00 Chriſt, with 44 Guns, and 220 Men, the Che- 
I valier de la Motte d' Heraut, Captain; la Mu- 
"ol tine, 34 Guns, and 200 Men, Maſſiat, Captain; 
_— L' Avenant, 30 Guns, and 200 Men, the Che- 
1 valier de Francine, Captain; le Marin, 28 Guns, 
19 and 180 Men, S. Vandrille, Captain; le Ecla- 
(4.118 lante, a Bomb-Veſſel, 60 Men, de Monte, Cap- 
„ tain; la Providence, a Brigantine, 4 Guns, and 30 
Men, the Chevalier de PEſcoet, Captain; twoPinks, 
* or 
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of CARTAGENA.” 1 

or Fly - Boats, and four Travegſiers (a ſort of a 
Boat) each mounted with one Gun and a Mortar, 
To theſe were added two Frigats, the Pontchar- 
train, of 40 Guns, and 100 Men, commanded 
by de Mornay under du Caſſe, who chooſe it for 
himſelf; and another of St. Malo, containing 24. 
Guns, and 60 Men. Theſe were, in point © 
Share in the Prizes, put on the ſame Footing with 
the Bucaniers : What that was we ſhall conſider 
hereafter. ere 

Ix the whole were Fro Officers, 55 Guards Number of 
Marine, 2260 Seamen, and 1750 Soldiers: In all For is 
4175 Men. The Captains of the Men of War ©” 
ſerved for General Officers, according to their 
Seniority, and were to be on Shore and on Board 
by Turns, Du Caſſe had the Command of the 
Bucaniers and Inhabitants of the Coalt. 

TAE 28th, the whole Fleet met near Cape Ti- Yie- 
buron, the weſtern Point of Hiſpaniola, where it Places pre- 
was debated whether they ſhould attack Cartagena, 7% ' ” 
Puerto Bello, or La Vera Cruz. Du Caſſe was for * 
going to Puerto Bello, becauſe, in his Opinion, 


e 


L 


they ſhould either find the Galleons there, or in 
their Rout. And had his Advice been followed, 
they would all have made their Fortunes: for the 
Galleons were then at Puerto Bello, where they ran 
in great Fear on the Alarm of this Squadron, and 
had not been ſo richly laden for 30 Years before; 


their Cargoes being computed at 30 Millions of 


Crowns. Bug de Pointis reckoned this Under- 
taking hazardous: Becauſe, if at Sea, twas a great 
Chance if they met them; and if in Port, the 
Spaniards would ſecure the Money on Shore be- 
fore they could get near them. He owned he was 
able with his Force not only to take La Vera Cruz, 


but to batter the Caſtle of S!, Juan de ua to 


F 2 Pieces : 
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Pieces : But they could not hope to meet with. the 
Treaſure there till the Moment the Fiota departed, 
which would not be till May at ſooneſt; and if 
they miſcarried, they ſhould then be obliged” to 
return to Europe without doing any Thing, * ſince 
there was no getting back again. He was therefore 


Cartagena for attempting Cartagena firſt, as being to the 


pitched 
up n * 


Found in- 
acceſſible 
by Sea. 


Windward of the other Places, which might be 
attacked afterwards if he fail'd in his Deſign. This 
being reſolved upon, they left Cape Tiburon and 
croſſed over to Samba, a Cape and Port twelve 
Leagues on this Side of Cartagena ; then doubling 
the Point of Hicacos, four Leagues diſtant, they 
caſt Anchor in a great Bay, two Leagues ſhort of 
the City. | #4$ 
MR. De Pointis having been informed that the 
Riches of Cartagena ( conſiſting chiefly in Gold 
and Emeralds) could not eſcape him, provided 
he ſeized on Nueſtra Sennora de la Popa, which 
was fortified, reſolved to land the Bucaniers in 
this Place, while, to cover his Deſign, he ſent 
Ships to bombard the Town: But the 13th of 


April, going to find a Place fit for making the 


Deſcent, found the Waves breaking againſt Rocks 
which lay even with the Water; and that the nearer 
he drew to the City, the rougher the Sea was, 
though the Day was calm. At laſt, his Canow ran 
upon the Rocks, and with much Difficulty was 
brought off. The Sr. Louis and the Fort alſo 
touched Ground in advancing to cannonade it, nor 
could the larger Ships get up; ſo that tho? the City 
on this Side was defended only with Paliſades, and 
Pieces of Walls in very bad Repair, yet they could 
do no hurt to it, nor did the Enemy mind to an- 
ſwer their Fire, Nature having ſufficiently pro- 
vided for its Security by the great Violence o 5 

a I 
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to the Side of the Lake (which was but three Quar- 
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of CARTAGENA, hi 
Sea, which, on all this Coaſt, is in all Seaſons an N 
invincible Rampart.” At length they found a pro- 
per De caſt Anchor in a Place, which 
eight Years before, as they were informed, was a 
Plain where the People of Cartagena uſed to walk. 
Being thus made ſenſible that the City was inacceſ- 
fible on this Side, they found themſelves obliged 
to open a way by attacking Boca chica ; from which 
they had till then been diverted by the Notion they — 
had conceived of its great Strength. 
Tux 15th the Fleet came to anchor near the Ne Forces 
Mouth of the Port behind a ſandy Bay, made by nd near 
a Point of Land which ſheltered them from the Ar 4 
Guns of the Fort. The Sea here, though deep, J, g 
ran pretty high: However, about two in the Af- 
ternoon they landed about half Cannon- ſhot from 
the Fort, without the leaſt Oppoſition from the 
Spaniards ; who might eaſily have prevented it, by 
firing on them, concealed in the Woods which lay 
cloſe to the Shore. This Place not being fit to 
encamp in, they made a Way through the Wood 


ters of a Mile diſtant) and ranged Troops quite 
acroſs the Peninſula, ,in order to cut off all Com- 
munication by Land between the Fort and the City; 

in the ſeveral Paths leading to which they fixed 

Places of Arms, or Corps du Guarde, near enough 
to ſpeak to each other. At the ſame time they 

began to bombard and cannonade Boca chica, 

which Work continued till Midnight, the Enemy 

making a very ſlow Fire in return, | 

Trex Fort of Boca chica was a regular Square, Fore of _ 
encompaſſed with a dry Ditch eighteen Foot deep, Boca chicz 
and thirty-ſix wide. The Approaches on all Sides 4/7#4. 
were on a very hard Rock: The Walls thirty-two | 
Foot high, and eight thick, and of ſuch hard W 
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A DESCRIPTION | 
that a thirty-ſix Pounder at Muſket-ſhot Diſtance 
made no Impreſſion. The Rampart was forty Foot 
broad, and mounted with thirty-three Pieces of 


Cannon. The Baſtions and Curtains towards the 
Land were complete : But. towards the Sea there 


were Ciſterns and Magazins terraſſed, ſo as to 


be Proof againſt a Bomb. The Gallery took up 
eighteen Foot, twenty- four the Lodgment, and 
eighty the Place of Arms. The Channel which 
this Fort defends is ſo narrow, and turns in ſuch 


a Manner, that there is no entering it without tow- 


Prepara- 


tions to 


beſicge it. 


ing in the Veſſel: So that only two Ships at anchor 
within might prevent a numerous Fleet from forcing 
its Way, even tho” there was no Fort at all in 
the Place. | | 
TAE Way they had made came out at a little 
Plain between the Wood and the Lake, where was 
a forſaken Village at the Foot of a riſing Ground; 
whence they could, under Shelter, view the Fort 
which was about a Muſket-ſhot diſtant. Here 
the General arrived about ſix o*Clock, and poſted 
two Companies of Grenadiers, a Battalion of Sol- 
diers, and three hundred Bucaniers. The Night 
being pretty dark, he approached the Fort thro* 
theWood, (which was a great Shelter to theTroops) 
accompanied by ſome Officers; two of whom 
went round it by the Ditchſide, without being dif- 
covered. In their Return they found the Land at 
a certain Diſtance, fit for making Trenches and 
Faſcines. They alſo began to raiſe Batteries. 


Some Ve, The 16th, very early, a large Pereagoa (or 
els, ſent to Pirogue) with ſixty Men and Ammunition, and 
its Relief, in the Afternoon two half Gallies with three- 
hear, hundred Men on board, were ſent by the Governor 


of the City ro the Fort. The firſt, having had 
fifteen Men killed with the Enemies ſhot, was'ta- 
BED, ken; 


of CARTAGENA, 


ken; the others, judging it impoſſible to get by 
the Fire of the Bucaniers from the Strand, returned. 
From two Franciſcans, taken in the Pereagoa, they 
underſtood that the Galleons were ſtil] at Puerto Bello, 
having been expected at Cartagena ever ſince the 
end of Oftober. One of theſe was ſent to exhort 
the Governor of the Fort to ſurrender : Which he 
refuſing, the Mortars began to play from two Bat- 
teries, as well as from the Bomb-Veſſels; the Ship 
le Fort, likewiſe advancing, fired briſkly. 

MR. Du Caſſ' ſeeing his Men quite expoſed to 25, Buca- 
the Guns of the Fort, propoſed arming two Boats, niers 44. 
and attacking thoſe of the Enemy: But inſtead of , = | 
following him, they turned directly towayds the ans, 
Fort itſelf ; and, making a furious Fire with their 
Muſkets, beat the Spaniards from their Cannon, 

They advanced in this Manner to the Foot of the 
Counterſcarp, where finding a Piece of covered 
Way, they there poſted themſelves, The General 
imagined that they ran away (as ſeveral. before in- 
deed had done, ſeeing ſome of their Companions 
fall by the firſt Diſcharge of the Enemy's Cannon) 
and coming up to du Caſſe, told him, he was ſorry 
he bad any thing to do with ſuch Men. But per- 
ceiving the good Order of the Bucaniers, and that 
ſeveral Officers advanced to the Place, he began to 
conceive ſome Hopes; and marched to ſupport 
them with Levi and the Governor, who engaged 
they would ſucceed in the Attempt. In ſhort, 
being joined by a Battallion of Grenadiers as 
well as thoſe who had fled, they made ſo continual 
a Fire, that the Spaniards durſt no longer uſe their 
Muſkets, but under Cover of their Intrenchments. 
They had likewiſe almoſt ſurrounded the Fort, 
had planted their Enſigns on the Side of the F, 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the Bridge, and called for 

— Ladders: 
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4 DESCR*PTION -& 
Ladders: Whereupon du B ibn ran from the 
Landing-place acroſs the Wood with his two Batal- 
lions; and Mr. de Coetlogon landed with a great 
Number of Men and Ladders, At the ſame Time 


the General arriving at the Foot of the Coun- 
terſcarp, the Governor inſtantly ſet up a White 


Flag; and the Garriſon from the Rampart being 


promiſed good Quarter, provided they imme- 
diately threw down their Arms into the Ditch, 
they inſtantly comply*d, ſhouting Viva el Rey. 
THE Gate, which was incumbered with Bar- 
ricados, being at length opened, the Governor Don 
Franciſco Aimenes came out, and approaching the 
French General, told him, that he delivered to him 
the Keys of all the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies. Mr. de 
Pointis granted Liberty for himſelf, ſome of the 
Principal Officers, and for the Prefident of Santa 
Marta, who was in the Place, and had been 
wounded, | | 
THXri1s is the Account given by Pere le Pers: 
But M. de Pointis, on the contrary, taxes the Bu- 
caniers with the utmoſt Cowardice on this, and in- 
deed all other Occaſions, excepting about twenty 


de Pointis, who were at the Head of them. He ſays, that nei- 


ther the Signal of their Officer, La Mothe, who had 
pitched his Colours, nor his own Blows could make 
them advance towards the Fort, where, Sorel his 
Major-General with a ſmall Company had poſted 
himſelf at the Counterſcarp, which for want of a 
Glaſis, covered them from the Fire of the Ram- 
part; and that it was thoſe he ſuſtained, and who 
took the Place, not the Bucaniers. However that 


be, the Bucaniers loſt about forty Men, almoſt all 


on the Strand when they were expoſed to the Ene- 

my's Fire; and has as many wounded : Among 

the reſt, M. du Caſſe in the Thigh, by a COT 
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Ball falling on.afjeap of Stones; Mr. Canette, 


an Engineer, in the Arm; and M. Marin in the 
Knee, of which Hurt he dy'd. De Pointis ſays, 
this Piece of Succeſs did not coſt him in all above 


fifty Men, Bucaniers included. There were in the The Loſs on 
Fort, Proviſions and Stores for two Months. The % Sides. 


Garriſon conſiſted of three hundred Men, accord- 
ing to M. de Pointis, and two-hundred according 
to others, whereof near one third was ſlain or 


wounded. The reſt being made Priſoners of War, 


a hundred Soldiers of the Coaſt of San Domingo 
were ordered to replace them : But not one of the 
Bucaniers was ſuffered to enter; the Officers even 
threatened to fire at them if they did not retire, 
under Pretence that this was the only Condition 
the Spaniards had demanded. 


TAE 17th was ſpent in towing the Ships into 
the Harbour, As ſoon as the YVermandois, who 
entered firſt, had caſt Anchor in View of the City, 
the Spaniards ſet Fire to three Galleons, and a 
Halt-Galley : They alſo ſunk ſome Boats in the 


narrow Paſlage, thro? the little Iſlands, mentioned 
in the Deſcription. 


Tur Bucaniers, who made a great Noiſe about Bucaniers 
the Affront they ſayed was put upon them, be- Mutiq. 


ing (to pacify them) promiſed the Spoil of Nueſtra 
Sennora de la Popa, it they would undertake to 
Maſter it, at four in the Afternoon embarked to 
croſs the Laguna, or Harbour: But ſecing the 
command of this Expedition given to M. Donon de 
Galifet, Lietuenant - Governor of San Domingo, 
(whom, tho' a Gentleman of great Parts and Learn- 
ing, they did not love,) in place of M. du Caſſe, 
who was ill of his Wound, they with one Voice 
declared they would not ſerve under him; and 
M. Galifet having ſtruck one of thoſe who re- 
2 | we © fuſed 
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fuſed to go into the Shallops,. the Man took him 
by the Cravat. 


\. ComeLainT being made of this to the General, 


he ordered the Offender to be bound to a Tree and 
ſhot. The Cloth was already bound over his 
Eyes, when de Galifet, to ingratiate himſelf with 
the Bucaniers, went and aſked Pardon for him, 
which was with much ſeeming Difficulty granted : 
The General having been informed alſo, that Capt. 
Pierre was one of thoſe who began the Mutiny, 
went in a Canow and ſeized him on board his Ship, 
bidding him prepare for Death, He adds in his 
Journal, that the whole Band were ſo ſtartled at 
this Step, and ſhewed ſo much Submiſſion, that 
he could not avoid extending Mercy once more : 
But at the ſame time declaring to the Bucaniers, 
that on the firſt Complaint de Galifet made of them, 
he would cauſe them to be decimated. Other Me- 
moirs, ſays le Pers, relate, that de Pointis pardoned 
them becauſe he had no other way to deliver him- 
ſelf from the Hands of Men, who ſeemed to have 
loſt all Patience, and were become furious, How- 
ever this be, the Convent and its Fortifications coſt 
the Bucaniers no more Trouble than the Voyage 
But they found it quite abandoned and ſtripped, 
ſo that they got no Plunder, 

Tu 18th de Pointis ſetting out at Day « break 
with the greater Part of his Fortes, who took Pro- 
viſions for two Days, arrived by Noon at an old 
ruined Caſtle, a Mile and half from the Fort of 
Santa Cruz; which the Viſcount de Coetlogon (who 
had advanced before with a Party of Grenadiers to 
chooſe a Place for encamping) found abandon- 
ed, the Cannon carried off, and the Lodgment 
burnt, This Place (which was ſmaller than Boca 
chica, but had good Ditches, a covered Way, and 
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a Glaſis in good Condition) was inacceſſible by. 


Land, on account of the Moraſs, and the Trees 
newly cut down, which obſtructed the Paſſage for 


more than three Miles. Beſides, it might with its 
Cannon have hindered the Ships from approach- 


ing near enough to cannonade the City. 


43 


T # x General advancing pretty near the City De Pointis 
(which had three Baſtions on this Side) found the the 


Ramparts crowded with People of all Ranks, 


City too 
rong on 


who came to behold the French Camp. He ob- Side. 


ſerved, that between the Sea and the Moraſs, there 
was only a Neck of Sand about twenty Fathom 
over, and ſo low, that probably, in digging only 
two Foot deep, they met with Water. In the Night 


they found there was no Ditch, and that the Water 


of the Moraſs waſhed the Foot of the Walls every 
where, excepting one Part of the greateſt Baſtion, 
called San Domingo, which the Neck of Sand 
encompaſſed ; and that on the other ſide the Sea 
came up to the Baſtion, Hence concluding it 
would be in vain to attack Cartagena on this Side, 
he reſolved to croſs the Harbour and lay Siege to 
Hihimani : Yet Sir Francis Drake, we find, at- 
tacked it in this very Place. 


H x landed with the reſt of his Troops over- Crofts the 
againſt the City, leaving twenty Men in Santa Laguna, 


Crux, and a Battallion between the City and the“ 


Hill, whereon the Fort of San Lazaro was built. 
Here he met with de Galifet, who was come 


to attack it; but without the Bycaniers, who not 


being yet reconciled to him, . refuſed to follow. 
The General poſted himſelf in a Village, be- 
tween N. S. de la Popa and the Fort: Which 


e. 


commanding all the Avenues, he found it was 


neceſſary to take before he could advance a Step 
towards the City; and yet it would coſt much 
Trouble and Time to attack it in form with Ar- 

G 2 tillery, 
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tillery. The Hill is defended on every Side with 
a natural Glaſis, and thick covered with Shrub- 
wood, which runs up to the Foot of the Wall : But 
it being diſcovered from another Hill which com- 
mands it, that the Fort did not take up the whole 
Space at Top, but had a good deal of plain Ground 
to the right, the Negros were ordered to cut a 
Road through the Wood. Having carry'd it half 
Way up, they divided to the Right and Left to 
encompals the Fort : Where, being arrived, they 
made a furious Fire, and calling for Ladders, only 
to terrify the Garriſon, the latter retired thro? the 
Gate, which was then free to them. There were 
only nine killed and wounded in the Fort ; of the 
French, five Grenadiers and their Officer were 
killed, and two Officers wounded. 

San Lazaro was of ſmall Strength, but by its 
Situation, mounting only fix Guns; which being 
ſupplied with ſeven Pieces of twelve and ſixteen 
Pounders, were immediately levelled againſt the 
Lower City, by de Mornay, who was ordered with 
a hundred Bucaniers to take Poſſeſſion of the Fort. 
Mean Time the Cannon of Hihimani played fu- 
riouſly on the Fort and the Troops; who, after 
looſing ſixty Men from the beginning of” the At- 
tack, were obliged to take ſhelter behind the Hill. 
But having now room to extend themſelves, they 
advanced their Camp to the Chappel of San La- 
zaro (which is but a ſmall Muſket-ſhot from the 
City) being covered on one Side by ſeveral little 
Canals drawn from the Lake, and on the other by 
a high thick Wall, which, with the Trees, hin- 
dered the City-Baſtions from diſcerning” where they 
were. | 

Tux Galliot and a Traverſier, having advanced 
nearer the Town, began to fire their Mortars, but 

ſuffered 
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ſuffered much; another Traverſier ſhot through, 
ſunk : but being raiſed on the twenty-ſecond, and 
its Mortar placed on Shore, they began at Two 
o' Clock in the Afternoon to batter a Work which 
was in the middle of the Bridge of Hibimani, with 
ſuch Succeſs, that the Spaniards quitted it: But De Pointis 
the General was wounded in the Breaſt, while he waunded. 
was over-ſeeing a Breaſt-Wall that was erecting to 
cover his Troops; which obliging him to keep his 
Bed for ſeveral Days, de Levi commanded in his 
ſtead, | 
THzRE had been brought on Shore twenty-ſeven 
of the largeſt Cannons, and five Mortars ; and in 
ſix Days they had carried a Trench from the Chap- 
pel to the Bridge, and raiſed five Batteries, great 
and ſmall: Two on the Side of San Lazaro, one 
of five Guns, carrying twelve and eighteen Poun- 
ders; the other of nine Guns; a third, called the 
Royal-Battery, of ſix Pieces of ' thirty-ſix and 
twenty-four Pounders, planted ſixty Fathom from 
the Gate; and another was raiſed at the Head of 
the Trench to beat down the two Flanks which 
defended the Bridge. The Mortars were placed 
between the Batteries, and did great Execution. 
Max Time a Bark, ſent from Puerto Bello by Bark from 
the General of the Galleons to the Governor of Puerto 
Cartagena, entering into the Harbour without any Bello 2 
Suſpicion of what had befallen Boca chica, was Pie. 
taken by the Frigats left there; and in her were 
found Letters, in anſwer to the Notice the Governor 
had given of the Approach of the French, ſigni- 
fying the Care that was taken to ſecure the Gal- 
leons, and their Cargoes; particularly, that the 
Silver had been relanded, and beſtowed into the 
Caſtles; the General deferring to ſend it all back 
to Panama, till he heard farther from him. 


THe 
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Hihimani 
aſſaulted. 
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TAE 3oth a Negro having advanced with a 
Flag of Truce in his Hand up to the Breach to 
enquire after his Relations, the Batteries ceaſed for 
a while, when du Caſſe, who mounted Guard in 
the Trenches with ſome Officers, approached and 
exhorted the Spanih Commander to ſurrender, He 
demanded two Hours Time. Du Caſſe would allow 
but Half an Hour ; and taking this Opportunity 
to obſerve the Breach, which he found practicable, 
repaired to the General, and adviſed him to begin 


the Aſſault, which had been appointed for next 


3 
nr about four o' Clock, de Pointis 
being carried to the Royal Battery gave Order for 
the Attack, which was led by Du Caſſe, de Marolles, 
de Montroſſer, and du Rollen, at the Head of the 
Grenadiers from the Trench; de Levi, de Coetlo- 
gon, and de Sorel following with the Groſs of the 
Officers. The Bucaniers commanded by Macari, 
and ſuſtained by the Battallion of Cheſneau, marched. 
after: But inſtead of following the Courſe of the 
Trenches, and covered Ways, as the Troops did, 
they took a ſhort Cut, and forced the Paſſage, 
before the Grenadiers arrived. Then du Caſſe, 
putting himſelf at their Head, ſet up the French 
Colours on the Rampart. Mean Time the Baſtions, 
which for two Days had been very quiet, made a 
furious Fire; yet the Troops, following the Example 
of the Bucaniers, got out of the Trench and 
marched a hundred and fifty Fathom uncovered to 
the Foot of the Breach. The two Marolles, Mon- 
troſſer and du Rollen, who had gotten twenty Paces 
before the Grenadiers, were all ſtopped about the 
Middle of the Breach and wounded : But de Levi, 
Sorel, and other Officers, coming up that inſtant 
with ſome Grenadiers, made the Spaniards retire, 
and got Poſſeſſion of the Platform over the Gate. 

From 


, 
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a From hence deſcending to diſlodge the Enemy from 
| two Flanks that galled them, they were vigorouſly 
attacked half Way down the Steps by Soldiers 
intrenched under the Arch; But in a Quarter of an 
Hour, they were almoſt all ſlain, The Com- 
mandant of Hibimani, who had been carried thi- 
ther in an Elbow-Chair, -and gave Orders with 
great Preſence of Mind, ſeeing no Hope, diſ- 
covered himſelf and was made Priſoner. ' 3 
Tr1s Paſſage being free, the Troops advanced alen of 
on both Sides of a large Street, which reached to ter 4 vi- 
the Cauſey leading to Cartagena, fighting all the £979 Re- 
Way with the Enemy, who coming in Sight of Mane. 
the Gate, made a Stand : But being driven to the 
Bridge, ( contiguous to the Cauſey) which joins _ 
the two Cities, the Gate was ſhut to; and part of 
the Spaniards remaining without, returned to the 
Charge, and drove back ſome of our Men ; but 
were repulſed in their Turn. It being now dark, 
the French began to entrench themſelves at the 
Head of the Streets, waiting for the Day : But 
while they were at this Work, the Enemy who 
remained ſtill in Hibimani, made a ſecond Attempt ; 
and being driven into the City, which they enter'd 
by a little Port, they began to fire afreſh upon their 
Retrenchments. - 
THz French had this Day two-hundred and Z of b, 
fifty Men killed or wounded. The Viſcount de Coet- French, 
logon died of a Hurt in his Shoulder, which at 
firſt ſeemed not to be dangerous. The Chevaliers, de 
Marolles and du Rollen, had each one Thigh broken, 
but Amputation could not ſave their Lives. The 
Chevalier de Pointis, the General's Nephew, a 
brave Gentleman, had his Knee ſhattered, of which 
Wound he dy*d alſo. Du Caſſe, who firſt mounted 
the Breach, was wounded in three Places. De _ | 
| ike- 
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likewiſe; and thirteen other Officers were wounded - 


Spaniards But the Enemy's Loſs was much greater: In one 


Lofs. 


Place only two-hundred of them, who had fled 
for Refuge to a Church, being put to the Sword. 
De Pointis reckons about nine-hundred and fifty 
of them killed. Fakes | 

Tux firſt and ſecond of May were ſpent in 
opening the Gate, mounting Guns on the Baſtions 
of Hihimani, and repairing the Bridge for the Paſ- 
ſage of the great Cannon that were to be mounted 
on a Battery to be raiſed on the Cauſey ; which, 
with the Marſh dividing the Lower from the 
Upper City, are not a Muſket-ſhot over. In the 
mean Time the City was bombarded both by Sea 
and Land, The Third, the Beſieged made a great 
Fire from their Cannon, but were anſwered ſo 
effectually by the Vermandois and the Scepter, that 


Cartagena the Governor, Count Ugnez de los Rios, without 


Capitu- 
lates. 


The Arti- 
cles. 


waiting till the Batteries began to play, cauſed 
ſeveral White Flags to be ſet up and a Parley to 
be beaten. He ſent Deputies afterwards to pro- 
poſe a Capitulation to the General, with two of 
the moſt conſiderable Men among them for Hoſ- 
tages. At the ſame inſtant Advice came of eleven- 
hundred Men being on their March round the 
Laguna to throw themſelves into Cartagena, by 
the Baſtion of Santa Catalina, or Saint Catherine. 
But theſe Succours, hearing Hibimani was taken, 
turned back: tho* de Pointis ſays he could never 
learn the Reaſon of their not appearing. 

Tu 3d of May the Capitulation was ſigned, 
the chief Articles of which were; 1/#, That the 
Governor, and all thoſe carrying Arms ſhould paſs 
thro? the Breach, with Drums beating, and four 
Pieces of Cannon: 2. That all the King of Spain's 
Treaſures and Effects, with the Books of Accounts, 


ſhould 
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ſhould: be delivered to the General. 3. That the 
Effects of all ſuch as went out, or were abſent, 
ſnould devolve to him. 4. That the Merchants 

ſhould alſo deliver up their Books, with the Money 
and Effects of their Correſpondents, 5. That thok: 


who went out of the Place ſhould be allowed a 
certain Sum, and a Number of Slaves, but all liable 
to be ſearched. 6. That the Inhabitants ſhould, 


under Pain of Confi ſcation, diſcover all the Gold, 


Silver, and Precious- Stones they were poſſeſſed of, 
whereof they were to keep one half. 7. That all 
Churches and Convents ſhould be preſerved. 


8. That thoſe who choſe to ſtay in the Place, 


mould enjoy all their Poſſeſſions and Privileges, 
excepting their Plate, and be regarded as the 
King's Subjects, being they were ſo by Conqueſt. 


4¹¹ 


Ar the Requeſt of the Governor, the Sum 93, Ge. 


agreed on to be carried out by the principal Officers v and 
and Perſons of Conſideration was doubled, which Carrie 


amounted to two · thouſand Crowns a Head, but cut. 


their Number was not great; and the ſixth, the Go- 
vernor followed by two thouſand eight hundred Men 


under Arms (who paſſed for his Garriſon) marched 
out thro? a Lane of all the French, that could be 


muſtered. He was on Horſeback as well as the 
General, whom having ſaluted with his Sword, 
after ſome Expreſſions of Civility, he continued 
his Way with the City-Colours, and two Pieces 
of Cannon drawn by Men for want of Horſes, 


which was the Reaſon he left the other two behind. 


The firſt who went out, were carefully ſearched, 
but as it produced little, and Night came on, the 
General ordered that the reſt ſhould paſs free. 


Being unable for his Wound to fit his Horſe, he 9ze Gene. 
was carried into the City in an Arm- Chair, pre- ral enter: 
ceded by a Battallion of  Grenadiers, and ſur- the City. 


rounded 
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rounded by all che Guards-Marine. To induce: 
the Inhabitants to bring in all their Silver, he pro- 
miſed the Tenth Part to all who ſhould ſincerely 
diſcover what they had; and the ſame to thoſe who 
ſhould inform againſt ſuch as concealed their Ef- 
fects, whom he likewiſe threatened to puniſh for Diſ- 
obedience : This had its Effects, and all comply d. 
What the ,*T 18 true, on the firſt Alarm of the French 
Plunder being at Sea, all the Women of Diſtinction had 
„Hunted Jeft the Place with their Jewels: The Nuns, win 
f a hundred and twenty Mules loaden with Gold, 
had retired forty Leagues up the Country. How- 

ever, Mr. de Pointis ſays, the Honour which the 

King's Arms had acquired, and eight or nine 
Millions which the Spaniards had kept for them, 

made him ſome Amends for that Loſs: But he does 

not. ſay theſe Millions were Millions of Crowns. 

Many affirm the Plunder amounted to forty Mil- 

lions of Livres. By M. du Cafſe's Account, there 

were more than twenty Millions, - beſides the rich 
Merchandizes, which were convey'd away, with 

five or ſix Millions in Gold or Silver. Another 
Memoir adds, that before any Soldiers were ſuf- 

fered to enter the Houſes, they were viſited by 

the: Officers, the chief of whom had two-hundred 
thouſand Ducats a-piece, over and above the Shares 

they were intitled to. As to the Honour the French 

acquired by their Bravery, they ſoon loſt it by the 

Cucltiz; Moſt odious Crimes and Exceſſes they committed. 
and Excef. The Capitulation violated, the Churches profaned, 
ſes of the their Silver carried away, the Shrines of the Saints 
French. * broken, Virgins ſtripped at the very Altars, 
great Numbers. of their own Sick Men left with- 
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eis ſayed they carry'd off the Images of the Twelve 
Apoſtles, all of Silver. : 


FOXRTAGENY: 
out Relief inothe- where they periſhed 
chro Rage and Diſpair. FTbe Bucaniers, on their 
Return to Cartagena, hereafter mentioned, found 
one yet breathing Who had eaten his Arm, and 6 
another his Thighs. A Conqueſt like this, ſays... _ 
Pere le Pers, ought to be forgotten, inſtead of 
being boaſted of. The King was ſhocked at the 
little he heard of this Affair, and ſent a Ship on 
: ſe to carry back to Cartagena the Silver and 
other ſacred Things of which the Churches had 8 
been ſpoiled. However, de Pointis might not 
have been to blame, ſince he publiſhed ſevere Or- 
ders againſt ſuch Exceſſes, and even cauſed his 
chief Carpenter to be ſhot for entering a Houſe, 
and ſtealing ſomething. But this Order laſted not 
long, for the Offenders one way or other found 
Means to conceal themſelves. In ſhort, the 
Officers pillaged as well as the Soldiers. 4 
As Sod as the City was taken, de Pointis de- Du Calle 
clared he had Orders to keep it, and nominated % Ge. 
du Caſſe Governor; who had a Mind to begin tdb 
Exerciſe of his new Employment, by taking 
account of the Silver that was brought in: But this 
was not the General's Intention, neither would he 
admit that any of the Colony of San Domingo 
ſhould be preſent at the Reception of it. In ſhort, 
having had ſome. Words with the Governor, for 
51 K Paſſes to ſeveral of the Inhabitants without 
his Knowledge, du Caſſe retired to Hibimani, and 
would meddle no more with any-thing. 
Arx length the Gold, Silver, and Gems being 7 The Buca- 
ſecured in Cheſts, the Bucaniers were admitted into niere mwr- 
the City, after they had been kept out fifteen Days 
under various Pretences. Here beginning to mur- 
mur, becauſe no Dividend was yet made, de Poin- 
tis promiſed it thould be done as ſoon as it was 

* * 2 found 
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found what the whole amounted to. Next Day, 
ſeeing the Cheſts putting on Board, they renewed 
their Murmurs, and would have hindered it, 

Cartzoens but for du Caſſe. They alſo refuſed to help to 

Sant, ip the Stores and Cannon which were ſtill on the 

Ramparts of Cartagena, or to do any Thing till 
they had their Share. However, this being done 
by others, and part of the Baſtions being already 
thrown down, on the 25th, the other Mines were 

The Gene. ſprung, and blew up the reſt. * Preſently after 

ral de. the eneral embarked with his Troops, as did du 

parts, Caſſe, his Officers and Bucaniers on the 29th, 
and fell down towards Boca chica, below which 
the Squadron lay. He had, with the General's 
Order to embark, received the Account of the Sil- 
ver, but was greatly ſurprized to find he and his 
People were to be allowed only forty-thouſfand 
Crowns, inſtead of a fourth Parth of the whole, 
which ' he imagined they were intitled to, by the 
Articles of Agreement ; by which he inſiſted the 
Diviſion was to be made of the: whole into equal 
Shares according to the Cuſtom of the Bucanters. 

Dise, But de Pointis affirms, the Purport of the Article 

about the (for we find no Copy of it) was, That the Buca- 

Dividend. niers fſhowld, Man for Man, have the ſame Shares 
of Booty, that was allowed to the Men on board the 
| King*s Ships, that is, a Tenth of the firſt Million, 

and the thirtieth Part of every other Million, after 
what appertained to the King, the Admiral and 
the Armateurs was ſet apart. However, it is cer- 
tain, that by an Agreement of the Adventures with 
M. de Galiſet, who was ſent to France to proſe- 
cute this Affair, they were allowed One Million 
1 51 Aena, 20008- 
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* Pere le Pers ſeems to confound this with the blowing up 
of Baca chica, which happened afterwards. 
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four - hundred thouſand Liyres for their Share; tho 
by the Roguery of a Commiſſary, and the Failure 
of another Perſon, . they were long kept out of 
Tun Bucaniers were ſo enraged at this Dividend, Je Buca- 
that du Caſſe had much ado to keep them from woes. nd 
boarding the Scepter, where de Pointis.then was. t 
length, one of them ſtarting up, Brothers, ſayed 
he, we are in the wrong to quarrel with this Dog ; 
he has taken away nothing of ours; be has left our 
Share at Cartagena, 'where we muſt go and look 
or it, | 
4 Tux Propoſal being unanimouſly approved of, 
gave a ſudden Turn to their Chagreen; nor was it 
in the Power of du Caſſe, by Intreaties or Mena- 
ces, to divert them from the Reſolution :; All he 
could ſay, with regard to the Diſhonour done the 
King by a Breach of Treaty, ſignified nothing. | 
T rt French had ſcarce poſſeſſed themſelves of 75+ Calin. 
the City, when the Air became infected, as it 8 
always is one time of the Lear; and in ſix Days | 
eight-hundred Perſons were ſeized with contagious 
Diſtempers, whereof many have died. This is 
an Inconvenience which the Spaniards themſelves 
are liable to; and often the Galleons have been de- 
tained in this Port for want of Hands to carry 
them to Spain. But the Bucaniers, being moſt 
ſeaſoned to the Climate, are no more affected with 
the Unwholeſomeneſs of the Air, than the Natives 
who are ſeldom touched with it. wh, 
TAE 3oth, the General was taken ſo ill with Boca chica 
the Diſtemper, chat it deprived him of his Senſes: % ap. 
But he had in Time given up the Command to 
de Levi. The 3 iſt compleated the Ruin of Boca 
chica, where they had been ſome Days at work 
in demoliſhing it. Le Pers tells us, that every 
6 one 
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one was for kee Reeping this Fort; that it was eve 
agreed to ſeuve there about fbux-hundred Men, 
including one- hundred Freed Negros, one hun. 
dred Bucaniers in two Frigats, fifteen Gunners, 
and other neceſſary Workmen, with Proviſions 
for eight ein Monet, and that de Galifet. (then well 
with the Dauner was chofen Governor; that 
this Gentleman offered to keep the City too, pro- 

vided only a hundred Men more were allowed 
him : But that the General falling from the Agree. wn 
ment, "ſprung the Mines unknown to them. 
The Buca - TH E ſame Day the Bucaniers failed back into 
niers re- the Port to teturn to Cartagena, without 485 

Cartagena ſition; all the Squadron, but the Scepter, being ou 
Arkagen at Sea. The firſt of June the — ſet Sail; 10 
did au Caſſe in the Pomobaſtruin, ey 

with the Mary, and got to San Domingo i in 
Days, The fifth they met a Veſſel of (Marti. 
nito, Tent by M. d. Amblimont, © Governor + Ge- 
neral, and Mr. Robert Intendant of the Iles, with 
Advice that on the 27th of April, à large Fleet 
of Engliſ Men of War arrived at Barbadoer, with 
a Deſign, either againſt San Domingo, or the 
Squadron ſent to Cartaginz. This made de Poin- 
tis, who was ſteering to Cape Tiberon to tack 
about for the Gulf of Babuma; which Courſe, 
croſſing the Paſſage between Jamaica and Car- 
De Poin- fagena, occaſioned them to fall the fixth in the 
tis fall: in Night into the midſt of the Englifo Fleet, which 
Hard they endeavoured to avoid. This was the Fleet 
Flas. under Admiral Nevil, ſent after de Pointis to pre- 
vent his Defigns, and convoy home the d puniſb Gal. 
leon. As ſoon as Day appeared, they percerved 
twenty-eight Sail, half to the Windward almoſt IM 
within Cannon hot; others to the Lee, and the , 
reft in their Sterns. The French Ships, beſides the e 
great 
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x reat Diſparity ot Number; baun only ſeven Ships 
1 a three Frigats, were ſadly weakened by the Sick- 
"I neſs and other Loſſes. This was doubtleſs a diſ- 


mal Proſpect to de Pointis, who indeed paints his 
Diſtreſs in lively Colours. However, they 4 
the beſt Face on it, and prepared to fight: But 
the Fort, the Apollo, the Avenant, und the Marin, 


KI were quite diſabled for want of Men. Neverthe- 
dess, this not being known to the Eugliſb, who were 
themſelves ill-mann'd; half of their Fleet, which 


had gotten within Reach of the Francb, would not 
attack them till che reſt came up; and ther the 
Admiral, inſtead of falling on them: Rood for wrd 
to intercept their Paſſage for the &xreigbis = 
ima. De Pointis; (perceiving his Deſign, to diſap- 
point him tacked about as ſoon as Night fell; and 


"Wn the Morning perceived only nig Ships follow- 
i. Jing them one after another. He continued the fame 
e. {Courſe till he came within twenty L of Car- 
chend, Which was on the ninth. He was then 
er ollowed but by three Engli/6'Ships 5 and when ic 


was dark, he tacked about, and ſteered directly 

Weſt 3 ſo that next Day they found themſelves 

quite clear of the Enemy; and having eſcaped all He apes 
the Rocks and Shoals in this Southern Paſſage, chem. 
they doubled Cape San Antonio; and on the twenty 


1 ixth entered the Streights ef Bahama. They an- 

\. Chored at Newfoundland the ath of Auguſt, and 

vent to attack eight Engliſ Men of War, com- 

et manded by Norris, which lay at St. Fobn's * But 

e. che Engliſt not venturing out, they proceeded; 
and on the twenty- fourth met with fix Enpliſs * 

n Ships, which they fought from thtee till ſeven in 


the Evening. Next Day they were almoſt out of 
Sight of the Enemies, who föllowed them till the 
twenty · ſixth at Noon, and then taeked about: 


fot 
on - 


>» 


36' 


The Buca- 
niers Be- 
bawiour at 


Cartagena 


es a, a,44a4,0-60,04;6009 60.46 a.0 eee 


A'\DESCRIP'TION 
on the twenty ninth, they arrived ſaſe at Breſt: 
And here M_ de. Pali, Relation ends. 


Leer us now return to the Bucaniers, whom 
we left at Cartagina. The Inhabitants, as it 1 


well be imagined, Mere ſtrangely terrified at them 
Retury, not having had Time to put themſelves 
in a Condition to make the leaſt. Reſiſtance. The 
firſt Thing theſe Deſperados did, was to ſhut up 
all the Men in the great Church; after which they 
ſent Deputies, who ſpoke to them in theſe Terms: 
- We are not ignorant that you conſider us as 
Men without either Faith or Religion, as De- 
vils rather than Men, The injurious Language 
with which you treat us on all Occaſions, as 
well as your refuſing to let us enter Boca chica, 
or treat with you about the Surrender of your 
City, are manifeſt Proofs what your Senti- 
ments are. You ſee us here with our Arms in 
our Hands, ready to be revenged on you, if 
we pleaſe 3 and you without doubt expect the 
moſt cruel Puniſhments : The Paleneſs of your 
. Countenances ſhews it; and your own Con- 
ſciences doubtleſs tell you, what you deſerve 
from us. But we are come to undeceive you, 
and let you know, that the odious Titles which 
you beſtow on us do not belong to us, but to 
the General only, under whom you have ſeen 
us fight. That perfidious Man has deceived 
us: For though he owes the Conqueſt of the 
Town ſolely to our Valour, he has refuſed to 
give us our Share of the Fruit, as he had enga- 
ged to do; and thereby has layed us under a 
Neceſſity of paying you a ſecond Viſit. Tis 


not without Regret, that we find ourſelves com- 
pelled to this; and we flatter ourſelves that you 
will have Reaſon to praiſe our Moderation and 
| Sin- 


of CARTAGENA.. 3 
© Sincerity. . We give you our Words to retire 

© without committing the leaſt Diſorder, the Mo- 

< ment you have payed us down five Millions, 
„This is all we demand: But if you refuſe to 
hearken to ſo r a Propoſal, you may 
expect the worſt of Treatment, without being 
able to accuſe any but yourſelves and General 

« Pointis, whom we give you leave to load with 

as many Curſes as you pleaſe.” 

Tu Inhabitants, eaſily perceivirig that there They plun- 
was no other Anſwer to be made to this Diſcourſe, 4er the 
but to bring the Adventurers the Sum demanded, * 338 
they immediately made a gathering of Gold, Sil- ö 
ver, and Jewels; which falling far ſhort of the 
Sum demanded, the Bucaniers fell to ranſacking 
every Place, not excepting the Tombs: But find- 
ing little, they put the principal Citizens to the 
Torture, to make them diſcover where their Riches 
were hidden, There were ſome, tho' but few of 
them, who were guilty of ſuch Cruelties as are 
{carce credible : But moſt of the reſt choſe ra- 
ther to make uſe. of Stratagem than Violence. 

One of the Contrivances which had moſt Effect was Contri- 
this: They ſent for the two principal Inhabitants va e 
of the City, who proteſting that they knew of no Tn * 
Money concealed, they made a Shew of ſhoot- :- 
ing them; and then ſent for two more, telling 
them the two former were put to Death for not 
confeſſing, and that all thoſe who refuſed to anſwer 
the Queſtions put to them might expect the ſame 
Fate, They took care alſo to publiſh the ſame 
thing in the Church, where the Priſoners ſtill 
were, Which brought them in above a Million that 
ſame Day. One Action however of theirs gained 
chem ſome Eſteem among the Spaniards ; for two 
Bucaniers having murdered two Women, on Com- 
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plaint made to the Officers,” a Council was held, 
and the Offenders ſhot according to Sentence. 

Tux Adventurers having rt allithey could, 
at the End of four Days, began to divide the 
Plunder, about which a Conteſt aroſe. The Bu- 
caniers gave the Inhabitants of the Coaſt to under- 
ſtand, that they ought not to expect equal Shares 
with them; alledging that M. du Caſſe had detained 
them three Months at Petit Goave, where they 
were put to great Expenſe, whereas the Inhabi- 
tants continued at home till the Moment they em- 
barked on Board the King's Ships, where they 
were maintained at the King's Expenſe. But while 
they were diſputing, the Martinico-Bark before- 
mentioned came to acquaint them that they were 
in Danger of meeting the Exgliſb Fleet, which 
News made them agree. Tis fayed, each Man's 
Share in Silver amounted to one-thouſfand Crowns; 
and that the Dividend of the Merchandizes and 
Negros, which was to be made at the Je of Ava- 
che, would amount to a great deal more. This 
done, they ſet Sail, being nine Ships in all. They 
had not gotten above thirty Leagnes before they 
perceived the Engliſh Fleet, which they endea- 
voured to eſcape from, each crowding all the Sails 
they could. The Chriſt, which carried above 
One Million, and was commanded by Cotuy, who 
had two- hundred and fifty Men, was taken firſt 
by the Dutch, eight of which Ships were in the 
Fleet. The Cerf-Yo/ant, of the fame Wealth and 


Force, commanded by Pierre, fell to the Engliſs. 


A third Ship ran a- ground and was burned on the 
Coaſt of San Domingo, but the Crew were ſaved 


with their Silver. A fourth was ſtranded on the 


Coaſt of Cartagena, and the Men fell into the 
Hands of the Spaniards, who made them work 
; to 


l 1 


to repair the Fortifications which they had ruined, - 
The other five with much Difficulty got into dif- 
ferent Ports of San Domingo. | 

As for the Priſoners taken in the Chriſt and Ye En- 
Cerf-Volant, they remained with the Eugliſb, who gliſh cen- 
treated them with a Severity, ſays. Pere le Pers, Jared. 
which none of the Europeans are capable of, but 
thoſe Iſlanders, Were not thoſe as capable who 
ated the horrid Crimes he reproached them with 
a little before ? They were all brought to England 
(except a few who were left in Virginia) and, ac- 
cording to our Author, would have ſtarved in 
Jail, if the Peace had not quickly releaſed them. 
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Situation. 


Of PutrTo BELLO; 
© 5 =» ve dans 
The Deſcription of the City and Its Harbour, 


UERTO BELLO, for ſo-%tis written by 

the Spaniards, who pronounce it Pweyto ello, 
or Pwerto vello, giving the b the Force of a 
v; and hence, in the Hiſtory of the Bucaniers, we 


find Puerto velo, with a ſingle J. The Word 


Porto Bello, which we commonly uſe, is the Ha- 
lian Name, from whence comes the Contraction 
Porto Bel, which was formerly-in uſe with us, and 
occurs in ſeveral Authors. 

Puerto Bello ſignifies a Fine Port; which Name 
was given to it by Columbus, who diſcovered 
it on the 24 of November, 1 504. The Name of 
the Town, according to Herrera, is San Felipo, 
or Saint Philip, tho* it commonly goes by the ſame 
Name as the Harbour. Capt. Parker, who took 
jt in 1601, ſays it was called Triana; at leaſt one 
Part of it. 

Puerto Bello is fituate in the Province of Ca- 


flills del Oro, or Golden Caſtile, in the Coaſt of 


the North Sea, about the Middle of the narroweſt 
Part of the Iſthmus, which joins the Peninſula of 
South- America (to which it belongs) to that of 
North- America. It ſtands eight Leagues to the 
Weſt of the Harbour of Nombre de dios, eighteen 


North N of the Mouth of the River 


Chagre, 


PUERTO BELLO. 61 
Cbagrè, and eighteen North and by Weſt of Pa- 
namũ on the South-Sea; from whence the Iſthmus 
in this Part is called the Iſthmus of Panamd. 

T + x .Harbour of Puerto Bello, according to The Har. 
the Plan in the Seat of War, runs North-Eaſt into %, 4e. 
the Land, about two Miles and a half. Its Mouth“ 4. 
facing the South-Weſt, 1s near a Mile over, where | 
it is narroweſt, widening more within, which 
renders it capacious and ſecure for Shipping. In 
the North-Corner of the Harbour, there are two 
Bays running into the Land: That to the Weſt- 
ward is ſmall ;- the other is near a third Part as 
large as the Harbour itſelf, and enters a great Way 
into the Land by a narrow Channel. The Spa- 
niards call it the great Laguna, or Late; and Great La- 
hither the Ships run to ſecure themſelves in caſe of 2 or 
Danger from an Enemy: But Admiral Vernon's Lake. 
Viſit was ſo unexpected, that. the Ships then in 
Port had not time, or thought it needleſs, to pro- 
vide for their Safety. There is no Sign of this 
Laguna in the new Plan ; and the leſſer ſeems to 
; be expreſſed, not ſo truly as in the other Plan. | 

I T is formed by a Peninſula, about four Miles The Penin- 
in Length, joined to the Main - Land by a very e hay 
narrow Iſthmus. The South Point of this Pen- 
inſula is at the Mouth of the Harbour. The 
Weſtern Point, is two Miles diſtant to the North 
Weſt; and near it is a little Iſland, which, in 
the new Plan brought over by Capt. Rentone, 
is called Sir Francis Drake's. Iſland, (this be- 
ing probably the Iſland near Puerto Bello, where 
that famous Admiral dy'd) and is placed more to 
to the South-Eaſt, and farther from the Coaſt. 

Three- quarters of a Mile Welt of the Ifland are 
the Rocks, called Salmadinos. From the Weſtern 
Point, the Coaſt runs North-Eaſt for about ten 
Miles to another Point of Land,- where it turns 
to 
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to the Eaſtward. About half Way between thel 
two Points, at the Head'of the Peninſula, lye fo 
Iſlands, which T take to be thoſe called by th 
Spaniards, las Mirias, or Miras, and the mokſ 
Northern of them to be that named Cagada, i 
former Plans, and the Pilots; which are very con 
fuſed and faulty in the Deſcription of all theſ 
Coaſts, To the Eaſt of the laſt Point are tw 
{ſmall flat ſandy Iflands without Wood or Water 
lying one after the other, the firſt of which is { 
near the Point, that Ships cannot ſafely paſs be 
tween ; and about eight or nine Miles Eaſtward 
of them, and twenty from Puerto Bello, are 
four others, called the Baſtimentos, that is, Pro 
viſions, becauſe the Land is fruitful, and affords 
Plenty of Cattle. Theſe Iflands, which are hight 
and woody, all together make a very good Har 
bour between them and the Shore, which is but 
half a Mile diſtant from the neareſt. Here Ad. 
miral Hofier lay with a Squadron in 1726, te 
block up the Galleons in Puerto Bello. About. a 
Mile or two to the Eaſtward, are two or three 
little Keys, or Rocky-Hlands at the Mouth of the 
Harbour of Nombre de Dion. a 
Tu x Coaſt of the Continent, oppoſite to the 
South Point of the Peninſula, jutting out ſomewhat, 
forms the Mouth of the Harbour. Beyond this|i 
(about half a Mile by the New-Plan, but a Mile 
or two by that in the Seat of Var) the Coaſt 
makes a Point of Land, and turns almoſt due 
South for ſome Space, and. then tends to the 
South-Weſt again. Not far from this Point is a 
little Iſland, called Buena Aventura; and oppoſite 
to it, in the Continent, below the Point, is a 


Aventura, ſmall Port of the ſame Name. Herrera puts this 


Port three Miles from Puerto Bello: Others place 


* 


of PUERTO BELLO. 
e Mirias not far from thence. In order to ſet- 
e this Matter,” we ſtand in need of a more par- 
cular and extenſive Plan, or Chart, than that 
rought over by Capt. Rentone; which, excepting 
hat relates juſt to the Parts about the Caſtles, 
s to be leſs exact than the Plan given in the 
eat of War: nor indeed, is it ſayed to have been 
ctually ſurveyed by Mr. Durel, but only drawn 
y him, without ſignifying how it was drawn, or 
ow far it may be depended on for Accuracy. 


ray through the Middle within. Tis exceeding 
onvenient and ſecure, by reaſon of the good 
round for anchoring, and a Creek in the ſame, 

defended from all forts of Winds, without Rocks 
ind Flats within, Tis ſurrounded with Woods, 
affording Plenty of excellent Timber for Ships; 
ath abundance of good Gravel for Ballaſt : Se- 
eral Rivulets fall into it, very convenient for 
atering-Ships. Some reckon no leſs than twelve 


or eight, including two Watering-Places on the 
left Side. There is one larger than the reſt, cal- 
led Rio de Caſcajal, or the River of Gravel-Pits : 
WIt runs about a Mile from the Town on the Eaſt- 
el Side, and falls into the Harbour at the farther End 
(of it. The Road to Panamd lies along it for 
gel ſome Miles. For theſe and other Reaſons, the 


of theſe Streams; and the Plans make about ſeven 
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Tun Harbour has ſixteen Fathom of Water at G,oane/; of 
he Mouth, and twelve for the moſt part all the ze 


Port. 


e famous Architect, Baptiſta Antonelli, adviſed the 


a Wl King of Spain to remove the Port from Nombre 
te de Dios hither 0 1 


42 THERE is no Place about whoſe Situation Errors of 
Authors have more egregiouſly err d. Some make Authors. 


e the Harbour lye from North to South, others from 
eWeſt co Eaſt; and ſome of thoſe, who were » 
| the 
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the late taking of Puerio Bello, have ſo deſcribed it 


in the Accounts they ſent to their Friends. The 
Maps differ no leſs: But of all the late ones I have 
ſeen, that of Mr. Popple is the worſt in this re- 
ſpect; for there this Harbour appears like a great 
Bay or Road for Ships ſixteen Miles wide, and 
opens to the North, very different even from the 
Plan inſerted therein. The Baſtimentos are placed 
ten Miles from the Coaſt. The old exploded Maps 


repreſent it in this Manner: In Mol/s and other 


Maps, the Mouth of the Harbour faces the 
North-Weſt. The Plans are no leſs erroneous: 
They place the Mouth of the Port directly Weſt; 
and exhibit the Peninſula which forms it, much 
out of Shape. 

Tux are equally faulty, with reſpect to 
the Aſtronomical Situation of the Place: Accords 
ing to Mr. Popple's Map, it ſtands in Latitude 
99, 54 m. Longitude 825, 25 m; according to 
MolPs and others, Latitude 9®, 50 m. Longitude 
819, 40m. Whereas, by ſeveral exact Obſer- 
vations in 1704, Pere Feuillee determined its La- 
titude 9, 33 m. 5 8. and its Longitude by the 
Satellites of Jupiter 829, 10 m. Welt of Paris, and 
conſequently 792? 45 m. Welt of London. The 
Groſſneſs of theſe Errors is the more remarkable 
on Mr. Popple's ſide, becauſe it is pretended in the 
Map itſelf, that the Author made uſe. of all the 
Aſtronomical Obſervations, Maps and Surveys 
that could be found. As for Moll, he was, very 
little of a Geographer, tho? he called himſelf one, 
as Engravers often do. He ſeldom pretended. to 


more than to copy the Maps of others: And for 


want of Skill frequently choſe the worſt. How- 


ever he was deſirous of Information; and ready 


to 
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to cortect or improve his Maps to the belt of his\ 
Knowledge. 1 | 


fide of the Harbour, about a Quarter of a Mile 
from the End of it, in a Plain (watered by three 
Rivulets) that lies at the, Foot of the Hills to- 
wards the South-Eaſt. The King of Spain in the 
Year ordered the Houſes of Nombre de Dios 
to be pulled down, and Puerto Bello to be built, 
which was performed by Peter Arias, There 
were not above ten Houſes in the Place, and the 
Foundation only of a Fort was layed, when Sir 
Francis Drake made his laſt Voyage in 1595 : But 


it increaſed ſo faſt, that when Capt. Parker took 


it in 1601, he tells us, it was a bearlftiful Town, 
though newly built; had two goodly Churches 
finiſhed 3; and fix or ſeven Streets filled with Mer- 
chants, and Artificers of all Sorts, beſides the four 
Forts hereafter mentioned. 
Ix the New Plan of the Harbour, there is 
marked Old Puerto Bello at the very End, or 
Faſtern-Corner of the Harbour. Probably the 
firſt Houſes were built there, but the Town did 
not long continue in that Situation, for in 1601 
it ſtood in the Place where it does at preſent. It 
is not quite half a Mile long by the ſaid Plan. 
*Tis divided by a ſmall Brook, which riſes at 
the Entrance . of the Town towards the Coun- 
try, and falls into the Harbour, a little to the 
Welt of the Cauſey leading to Fort San Geronimo. 
The Part on the Right-ſide of the Brook, towards 
the End of the Harbour, is the larger. In the 
other Part is a large Square, or Parade, on one 
Side of which is the Governor's Houſe. It has 
two Churches; a Treaſury, a Cuſtom-houſe and. 
Exchange. But after all, *tis a poor inconſi- 
derable Place at all Times, it you 9 ſix 
, = eeks 


Tux Town is finely fituated on the Right” 23. Town, 


; 


A DESC R IP TION. 


Weeks in the Year, when the Galleons are in Port 
*Tis inhabited chiefly by Negros and Mulatios, an | 
the Factors of the Spaniſb Merchants, whoſe chief 
Warehouſes are here; Bur who (on account 
of the Unwholeſomenels of the Air) dwell at Pa- 
namd, and only come to Puerto Bello at the Time 
of the Fair. Then indeed it is very . populous, 
there being more People to be ſeen bebe at that 
Time than at any Place in South- America, tho? its 
conſtant Inhabitants do not exceed five-hundred Fa- 
milies : The Houſes are about the ſame Number. 
THE Town is quite open without Walls, nor 
ever had any; and the Caſtles being now deſtroy'd, 
it is become an open Port, which doubtleſs will 
be frequented more than ever it was. The Air is 
not much healthier here than at Nombre de Dios, 
being very hot, and apt to cauſe Fevers. Some 
aſcribe the Badneſs of the Air to certain Vapours 
that exhale from the Mountains : Others to the 
Exhalations from Marſhes ſtagnating in the Woods. 
Doubtleſs, it is owing to the great Heat and Moi- 
ſture of the Climate. The Rains in thoſe Parts, 
during Winter, are ſo exceſſive, as to render the 
Country not very habitable. At this Time it is 
Death to let the Feet take wet when it rains: 
But eſpecially when the Fleet is here, tis an open 
Grave, ready to ſwallow Part of the Multitudes 
which reſort thither. The Year that I was there, 
ſays Gage, five-hundred Soldiers, Merchants and 
Sailors loſt their Lives, what with Fevers, the 
Flux, {cauſed by eating too much Fruit and drink-. 
ing of Water) and other Diſorders, As this is 
uſual every Year, there is a large and rich Hoſ- 
pital in the Town, with many Fryers, called De 
la Capacha, and de Juan de Dios, whoſe ſole 


Buſineſs it is to attend the Sick and bury as 
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Wx *twas reſolved to remove the Port hither ItsStrength 


from Nombre de Dios, they began to fortify it, 
Baptiſta Antonelli, a famous Engineer according 
to Herrera, built a Caſtle here, and DORN 
another on the oppoſite Side -to defend the En- 
trance, This was doubtleſs the ſtrong Platform, 
which was only beginning to be built in 1595, 
(when Sir Francis Drake's Fleet put in there) with 
three Braſs Guns unmounted. This firſt Fort at 
the Mouth of the Harbour, we are told, had only 
five Guns, and the Tower on the oppoſite Shore 
was mounted with eight Drakes. 

IN 1601, When Capt. Parker ſurprized the 
Town by. Night, it had four Forts ; three ſmall 
ones on the Side the Town is of, and another on 
the other Side, at the Entrance. of the Harbour, 
That called Saint Philip, he deſcribes as a ſtrong 
and ſtately Caſtle, defended by thirty-five great 
Pieces of Braſs Ordnance, and fifty Soldiers; the 
moſt Weſtward of the others, which ſtood directly 
oppoſite, was named Saint Jago. 


Is 1637, the Harbour was fortified with tl rer Forts in 
Caſtles, two at the Mouth (perhaps thoſe of San 1637. 


Felipe and San Fago) and one farther in, called 
San Miguel, which could reach and command 


each other. Gage viſited them, and they ſeemed | 


to him very ſtrong, In the Bucanier's Account of 
Capt. Morgan's taking Puerto Bello, in 1669, Men- 
tion is made of ſeveral Forts, particularly two al- 
moſt impregnable Caſtles which defended the En- 
trance, ſo that no Ship nor Boat could paſs with- 
out Permiſſion; and that the Garriſon cogſiſted of 
three-hundred Soldiers. Charleveaux, in his Hi- 
ſtory of San Domingo, tells us, that Morgan took 
| K 2 both 
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both the Forts of San Jago, and San Felipe by 
Storm: But this muſt” be a Miſtake, unleſs the 


Name of the latter was transferred to the Fort of 
San Jago, which does not ſeem probable ; tho? 


ſome Authors place San Felipe on the Coaſt juſt 
oppoſite. to the Point where the Iron Caſtle lately 
ſtood. 282 S 

Morgan ble up the firſt of the Caſtles that lay 
in his Way, (which muſt have been that of San 
Jago) but it appears from the Preſident of Pa- 
nam#'s Letter, inſerted in Capt. Sharp's Voyages, 
that it was rebuilt the next Year, and the Fort San 


Geronimo erected: In ſhort, the Fortifications were 


ſo well ſtrengthen'd, that Morgan would not ven- 
ture to attack it the ſecond Time. And the Buca- 
niers, in 1679, thought it ſafeſt to attack the Town 
on the Land- ſide, out of reach of the Forts. At 
their being here, the Town and Harbour were 
guarded by four Forts, as appears from the fol- 
owing Account by Vafer, viz, A very ſtrong 


one, doubtleſs San Felipe, at the Entrance on the 
left Hand; another on the oppoſite Side, which I 


take to be San Jago; a third farther in, near the 


Town, about a Furlong from the Shore, perhaps 
called Caſtillo de la Gloria; and the fourth, in the 
Harbour ittelf, facing the Middle of the Town, 
which muſt have been the San Geronimo Fort. 
AFTER this, the Fortificatioas of Puerto 
Bello underwent a Change. The Fort of San Jago 
was demoliſhed, but the other three were greatly 
ſtrengthened, being either quite new built, or much 
enlarged, and that of San Felipe A its Name 
to that of Caſtillo del Hierro, or the Caſtle of Tron, 
in Alluſion to its Strength: But, as if that did not 
expreſs «it ſufficiently, . they commonly called it 
Todo Hierro, or All Iron, It is cuſtomary with 
"oy N FF 
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che Spaniards to change the Names of their Forts 
after hey have. been. taken, cſpecially ſuch as are 
called. after their Saints ; either in Reſentment to 
thoſe Saints for not protecting them, or pot 
tiouſly deeming it unfucky to continue the Nane 


under which the Misfortune happened to them. 


Thus we find the Names of the Forts of San La- 
zaro, and Santa Cruz at Cartagena, have been 
changed ſince they were taken by de Pointis in 
1697. And all theſe Alterations I judge to have 
been made ſince that Year, but at different Times. 

Ar the Time Puerto Bello was taken by Ad- 


- 
1 
1 


Strength _, 


miral Vernon, the Caſtles were in the following 1739 · 
Condition: The Iron Caſtle was ſquare, with four Iron Ca- 


Baſtions ſtanding on a Rocky Hill, or Eminence, file. 


from whence the Fortifications were carried down 
to the Coaſt, and round the Point a pretty Way 
within the-Harbour ; and this was called the Lower 
Battery, mounted with twenty-two Guns. The 
whole was mounted with a hundred Guns, and 
was defended by a Garriſon of three-hundred Sol- 
diers. No Ships could paſs without coming within 
half ſhot of the Cannon, $4642 


TE ſecond Caſtle ſtood leſs than a Quarter Gloria 
of a Mile to the South-Weſt of the Town, and Calle. 


was called Caſtillo de la Gloria, or the Caſtle of 


Glory. It was built on the Deſcent of a Hill, and 
was both larger and ſtronger. than the [ron Caſtle, 
but no regular Fortification, It ſeemed to have 


been built at ſeveral Times, by adding one Part 
after another, That which was properly the Fort 


ſtood about a Furlong diſtant from the Shore; 
twas ſmall and ſquare: And this ſeems to have 
been the Fort which was in Capt. Morgan's Time. 


The Space between the Fort and Coalt was taken 


1 
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KL in by Walls which formed two large TIndoſures ; 0 
Mm and from thence the Fortifications were carried 
| down to the Side of the Harbour, in form of two 
| : great Baſtions, joined by a, Curtain along the Shore: 
And this Work made che Lower Battery, with 
twenty-two Guns, beſides a Line of eight Guns 
pointing to the Mouth of the Harbour, wherein the 

chief Strength of the Caſtle ſeemed to conſiſt. The 

whole was mounted with a hundred and twenty 

Guns, and had a Gartiſon of four- hundred Men. 

St, Je. Tr third Fort was called Caſtillo de San 
rom Furt. Geronimo, or St. Ferom's Caſtle. It ſtood facing 
the middle of the Town, about half a Furlong 

| 355 being joined to the Land by a narrow 


_ Wauſey. It was ſomewhat ſmaller than the Ton- 
Caſile, excluſive of its Lower Battery, though a 
more regular, Fortification, being a Square, with 
four Baſtions ; but weak in compariſon of either 
of the other two, as mounting but twenty Guns at 
moſt; ſome ſay only fixteen, others but twelve. 

In ſhort, Puerto Bello was reckoned the ſtrongeſt 
Port in the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, next to the Ha- 
dana and Cartagtnd, when it was taken laſt Year 
by Admiral Vernon. Beſides theſe, there is (as I 
have'been informed by one who was at the taking 
of Puerto Bello) a Fort, or round Tower, callec 
San Foſefe, with eight or ten Guns at moſt; built 
on a little Rock, ſtanding in the Sea cloſe to the 
Shore at the farther end of the Harbour to the 
N. E. of the Town; about the Place where the 
Old Town is marked in the New Plan: This Fort, 
it ſeems, was neither taken nor blown up by our 
Forces. | 33 "EY 
| Taz Account of Puerto Bello, which Wafer 
had from the Bucaniers, who took it in 1669 
under Capt. Croxon, is ſo particular, and * 
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ſo well with thoſe lately brought from bang. thag 
it may not be amiſs to ſubjoin it. 

Porto, Bel (ſo Wafer as well as Gage writes it ) Water, 
is a very fair, large, and. commodious Harbour, De/ription 
affording good anchoring and. ſhelter for Ships. Je a 
t has a narrow Mouth, and ſpreads wider within 

e Galleons from Spain find good, riding here 
during the Time of their Buſineſs, at this Place; 
where they take in the Treaſures of Peru brought 
pver-land from Panamd, The Entrance is ſecured 
by a Fort on the Left Hand going in. [This was 
he Iron- Fort.] *Tis a very ſtrong one, and the Paſ- 
age is made more ſecure by a Block-bouſe on the 
other Side oppoſite to it. | This was the Fort San | 
ago afterwards demoliſhed.] At the Bottom of ö 
be Harbour lies the Town, bending along the” 

hore like a Half- moon; in the Middle of Which, 
6 pon the Sea is another ſmall low Fort environed 
vich Houſes except only to the Sea. [ This was 
an Geronimo Fort.] And at the Weſt-End of the 0 
[own, about a Furlong from the Shore, upon a 
gentle Riſing lies another Fort, [ This, after its 
nlargement, was called Caſtillo de 1a Gloria,] 
pretty large and very ſtrong; yet over- looked by 
neighbouring Hill farther up the Country, which 
vir Henry Morgan made Uſe of to take the Fort. 1 
Wn all theſe "2 a there may be about two or three- _ 
zundred Soldiers in Garriſon, 
Tux Town is long and narrow, having two 
rincipal Streets beſides thoſe that go acroſs, with 
ſmall Parade about the Middle of it, furounded 
vith pretty fair Houſes : ¶ This is the Square where 
e Governor's Houſe ftands at preſent. The other 
ouſes alſo and Churches are pretty bandſome 
frer the Spani/ſo\Faſhion. | The Town lies open to 


he Cen without either Wall or Mos: ; * 
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Trade. 


i the Eat ſide of it, Where the Read to Pain 


goes out ( becauſe of Hills that lie to the South- 


ward of the Town and obſtruct the direct Paſſage) 


there lies a long Stable, running North and South 
from the Town, to Which it joins. This is the 
King's Stable for the Mules that are employed in 
the Road between this and Panamd. 8. 

Tur Governor's Houſe is cloſe by the 
Fort on the ſame rifing at the Weſt of the Town, 
Between the Parade, in the Middle of the Town, 
and the Governor's Houſe, is a little Creek or 
Brook with a Bridge over it; and at the Eaſt- 
End by the Stable, is a ſmall Rivulet of Freſh- 
Water. Fe $36, & 8 een 

I x ave already ſayed it is an unhealthy Place. 
The Eaſt-ſide is low and ſwampy, and the Sea at 
Low-Water leaves the Shore within the Harbour 
bare a great Way from the Houſes : Which having 
a black filthy Mud, it ſtinks very much, and breeds 
noiſome Vapours, thro* the Heat of the Climate. 
From the- South and Eaſt- ſide, the Country riſes 
gently in Hills, which are partly Woodland and 
partly Savannah ; but there is not any great Store 
either of Fruit - Trees or Plantations near the 
Town: Thus far Wafer. We OE, 

As to the Trade of Puerto Bello, there is little 
or none here all the Year, but at the Fime of the 
Fair ; and the Inhabitants live chiefly by letting 


their Lodgings and Shops at that Time: But the 


Trade which is carried on during this Fair is 
greater than what is carried on in ſome rich Cities 
for the whole Year 3 and for that time it may be 
ſayed to be the richeſt City in the World. But as 
theſe Riches do not ſtay there, but are carried 
away by the Merchants (even thoſe of the Town 
living at Panama) it is all the Year beſides a very 
Poor Place. ; Tas 


k 
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Turn Trade is carried on in the following Jg r:/re. 


Manner. The Galleons, after ſome Stay at Carta- 

#na, repair hither and land the Merchandize they 
18 ht from Spain. As ſoon as they arrive, a 
Meſſenger is diſpatched to Panams, to haſten the 
King's Treaſure, and the Merchandizes of Peru 
and Chili, which have been already brought there 
in two Ships: For after Notice has been ſent 
from Cartagena to Panama and Peru, of the 
Arrival of the Galleons as has been mentioned, - *tis 
wonderful to ſee in how ſhort a Time, and with 
what Quantities, of Money and Goods the Mer- 


chants flock from all Parts: Immediately there 


is not a Lodging, or Garret to be had in Puerto 


Bello for Money; and a Chamber, able to hold but 


a Bed and ſome Cheſts of Money, ſhall let at 
the Rate of fifty Crowns for twenty Days only. 


THERE are two Ways of ſending Goods be- Fay: ef 


tween theſe two Ports, one by Land, a Journey 
of eighteen Leagues, thro* the Towns of Bujio, 


much better than that from Nombre de Dios, is 
taken in Summer : The other goes by Land as far 
as Venta de Cruzes, ſeven Leagues from Panama, 
and thence by Water ; the Goods being there em- 
barked on the River Chagre, and conveyed to the 
Mouth of it, above twenty-ſix Leagyes diſtant, 
This Road is often taken in Winter, when the Ways 
by Land are rendered impaſſable by the great Rains 
and Floods, which, falling from the Mountains, 
over- flow the Country. When the River is full 
of Water, the Voyage is per formed in two or three 
Days; at other times they are ſix, eight, ten, twelve, 
and even more, Days in the Paſſage. From the 
Mouth of the Chdgre, the Goods are carried by 
Sea to Puerto Bello, eighteen Leagues diſtant, in 
N 3 eight 


conveyrng 
Goods from 


| a wn} the South 
Pequeni, and Bogueron. This Road, which is Sea. 
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eight or nine Hours. The River Chagré in Sum- 
mer being very low, full of ſhallow Places, and 
incumbered with Rocks 'and Trees, the King's 
reaſure and the Merchandizes are ſometimes car- 
ried twenty-three or twenty-four Leagues by Land 
to the River Brazaz which falls into the Chagre, 
about ten Leagues from its Mouth, and thence 

| conveyed by thoſe Rivers as before, 

T ne Treaſure is carried. by Land from Pa- 
amd on Mules, ſo many in a String, which are 
called Requas. Gage was ſurprized to ſee ſuch a 
Number of them laden with Wedges of Silver ; 
In one Day he told two-hundred Mules, whoſe 
Wedges were unladen in the Market of Puerto 
Bello, and lay careleſsly expoſed like Heaps of 
Stones. The Goods are conveyed down the Cha- 
gre in Periaguas and Canows, alſo Sloops and 
Barks ; and often part of the Merchants bring 
their Goods by Water, while the reſt go by Land. 
Commodities are in like Manner tranſported from 
Puerto Bello to Panama by Way of the Cbagré, 
when there is Water enough in its Channel. 3 

Bre ALT Ho' the ſending the Treaſure acroſs the 
- chargeable Iſthmus ſhortens the Way, yet it increaſes the 

Fox ay Charges; the Land-Carriage for thoſe eighteen 

des. Leagues, joined to the unloading and loading again 

of the Goods, being much more expenſive than 
the whole Voyage .by long Sea, tho* near thrice 
as far about. Was there indeed a Communication 
opened between the North and South Seas, by 
cutting a Canal thro* the Iſthmus, or from the 
River of Panamd to the Chagre, and theſe Rivers 
made navigable for large Veſſels, the Tranſporta- 
tion might be rendered both more eaſy and leſs 
expenſive. This Project has been often propoſed 
to the Council of Spain, in order to ſhorten the 


Voyage 
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Voyage to China and the Moluccos, but they have 
never thought fit to execute it, for Reaſons beſt 
known to themſelves; thoſe aſſigned by Acoſta, 
Gage, and ſome other Authors appearing very 
frivolous or improbable... 
As ſoon as the Merchants with their Goods are Fair f 
come to Puerto Bello the Fair begins, which is Paerto 
one of the greateſt in the World: For in leſs than — 
forty or fifty Days there is ſold of all Sorts of 
European Goods, to the Value at leaſt of twenty 
Millions of Crowns ready Money. Its a ſur- 
prizing Sight to ſee, that in leſs than twenty Days. 
the Trade ſhall riſe to fuch-a Height, that the 
Ships ſhall take twenty or twenty-five Millions of 
Pieces of Eight on board, beſides the Quantity of 
_Cochineal, Indico, Stuffs, Drugs, and other 
Goods loaded afterwards, and all diſpatched with 
the greateſt Order and Eaſe imaginable: The Con- 
ſignments all regular, the Money duly regiſtered, ' 
wich the Marks and Numbers diſtin, and all 
ſettled'; and in a Month more the Ships ſer Sail, 
and the Place begins to look empty again as it 
was before. W_ | 

DvrincG the Time of the Fair, a very ſmall Darn f 
Shop coſts a thouſand Crowns for that Time only, Lit. 
and a Bed-chamber however little, twelve-hun- _ 1 = 
dred'; a Pidgeon, fix or ſeven Shillings; and —_— 
Beef, which at another Time is not worth Three- 
pence a Pound, will then bring Twelve-pence. 
The Indian Merchants, (of whom there are many, 
and ſome very rich,) encamp without the Town 
in Tents and Hammocks : Horſes and Mules are 
turned out to graze in the Woods. 

WercnTs and Meaſures are not uſed in Trade 
here. All things are ſold by Wholeſale ; and the 
Piles of Silver in Ingots 1 as careleſsly as * 
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of Lead in another Place. When the Fair is over, 
the Gold and Silver (at leaſt the greater Part of 
it) is put on board the Galleons ; the reſt of the 
Merchandize, ſuch as Indico, Cochineal, Cocao, 
Sc. on board the Merchant-ſhips. This done, 
the Officers viſit them, to ſee that the King is not 
cheated : Or to ſpeak properly, (ſays a certain late 
Writer) to ſee that he js cheated, for a valuable 
Conſideration ; and the ſame happens on their Re- 
turn to Europe. «0 

W nar Gage relates on this Occaſion in his 


Fa. 40 of Survey of the Weſt- Indies is worth reciting. Lodg- 
of this Fair ings, ſays he, were very cheap, nay, ſome were 


* 
1 . 
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A thouſand a Merchant who gave a thouſand Crowns for a 


offered me for nothing till the Galleons came; but 
I was then to quit them or pay a dear Rate. The 
King's Treaſurer was ſo kind as to go with me to 
look for one that might be mine, even when the 
Ships arrived ; they aſked a hundred and twenty 
Crowns for a Chamber ( no bigger than would 
hold a Bed, a Table, and a Stool or two, with 
juſt room to open and ſhut the Door) during the 
Stay of the Fleet, which is commonly a Fortnight, 
[ but the Stay is longer at preſent,] for the Town 
being but ſmall, there are ſometimes ſcarce Lodg- 
ings enough for the Concourſe of People : For be- 
ſides the Merchants from Spain, Peru, and many 
other Parts, who come to buy and ſell, there 
are at leaſt four or five-thouſand Soldiers, who 
come with the Ga/leons for their Defence, I knew 


Crowns for Shop of reaſonable Bigneſs, for the fifteen Days 
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only that the Fleet continued the Year I was 
there. 
_ My Dyet TI concluded would come to as much 
more : But not a Farthing would be abated on the 
Score of my being robbed at Sea, TE; 7 

urer 
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ſurer pity ing me, promiſed to pay half the Sum; 
yet, till the Fleet came, I would not lye in that 
dear Hole, but accepted of a handſome Lodging 


which I had for nothing. Within ten Days it came 
in, conſiſting of eight Ga/leons, and ten Mer- 
chant-ſhips, when it was a wonder to ſee the 
Multitude of People in thoſe Streets which hat 
been empty the Week before. Then 
Price of Things to riſe; a Fowl to twelve Rials, 
which before coſt but one, a Pound of Beef brought 
two Rials, when in other Places, one might have had 
thirteen Pound for half a Rial: And ſo of other 


Proviſion, which was ſo dear, that I was forced to 


live on Fiſh and Tortoiſe, which tho' the cheapeſt 
was dear enough, | 
Ir was worth ſeeing how Merchants ſold their 


Commodities; not by the Ell or Yard, but by 


Piece and Weight; nor paying in Money, but in 
Wedges of Silver, which were weighed as Com- 
modities. | 


began the 


0 * 


TAE Fair laſted but fifteen Days, while the No greater 


Galleons were lading with Wedges of Silver and Fair in tr © 


nothing elſe. And for that Time I dare boldly Vi. 


affirm, that in the World there is no greater Fair 
than that of Porto Bel, (as he calls it) between the 
Spaniſh Merchants and thoſe of Peru, Panamd, 
and other Parts thereabouts. | 

T o this Account of Gage, we ſhall farther add 
from him, that he could not get his Paſſage for 


Europe in one of the Galleons under three- hundred 
Crowns, ſo he went on board a Merchant-man 


where he was entertained as Chaplain. They were 
eight Days failing to Cartagena, when the Inha- 
bitants for their own Sakes would have had them 


ſtay the Winter, but the Admiral would not; and 


in eight Days more they got to the Havana, _ 
I they 


\ 
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| they ſtayed. eight Days longer, waiting for-the 
Flota, which not coming they let forward with. 
out it. Fig? | 7 | 2 | 4 
Puerto Bello has been taken ſeveral Times, and 
all by the Engliſb. Firſt by Sir Francis Drake, or 
his Fleet, in 1595 3 by Capt. Parker in 16013 
by Capt. Morgan, in r669 3 by Capt. Coxon, in 
1679 3 and laſtly by Admiral Vernon, in 1739 
Of which ſeveral Actions we are going to give 
an Account. 5 
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8. E C T. II. 
The taking of Puerto Bello in 1595, by Sir 


Francis DRAKE's Fleet; and after 
that in 1601, by Capt. PARKER. 


_ 


Ce 3 AAA 4AHTO -o = * 


dir Francis I N 1595, Sir Francis Drake, in Conjunction 
Drake“: 1 with Sir Fobn Hawkins ſet ſail from Plymouth 
A Yoyage.the 28th of Auguſt, with fix Men of War, and 
twenty - one other Ships and Barks, containing 

two thouſand five- hundred Men and Boys. No- 

vember the12th they came to Puerto Rico; but mil- 

carrying in their Attempt (as we intend to give an 

Account in a ſubſequent Work,) they departed 

the 16th; and paſling over to the Coaſt of Tierra 

Firma, took and burned Rio de la Hacha, Ran- 

cheria (where is the Pearl-Fiſhery ) Santa Marta 

and Nombre de Dios, a ſecond Time. In theſe 

Places they got rich Plunder. The zth of Fas 
nuary they croſſed over in five Days to the Iſland 
Eſcudo, near the Mouth of the River Nicorago, 
Nicaragua, ] here they ſtayed till the 2 3d, when 
returning Eaſt ward the 28th, they fell in with 

Puerto Bello. _ == 
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Tu fame Morning died Sir Francis, Drake His Death, 

N the Iſland, called from thence 1 
rake's Iſland, at the Point of the Peninſula, turn- 

ing towards the Harbour. His Death was ſup- 

poſed to be much haſtened by the ill Succeſs of 

this Voyage. His Body having been put into a 

Leaden Coffin, was let down into the Sea; the 

2 ſounding, and Cannons firing all the 
IMC, | et i * ; 
HERE the Exgliþ found the beginning of Sate of 

a ſtrong Platform, with three Braſs Pieces un- Puerto 

mounted. The Fleet ſtayedtill the 8th of February, Bello then: 

took in Ballaſt and Water, mended their Sails, 

and calked the Ships that wanted it. By this Ac- 

count taken from the early Relations, collected 

by Hakluyt and Purchas, it is evident that Drake 

did not enter the Harbour of Puerto Bello; nor 

does it appear that the Engii/s did any Damage to 

the Place this Time: Yet it is commonly aſſerted 

that Sir Francis took Puerto Bello, and Olfert Dap- 

der, a Dutch Author, or his Tranſlator Ogi/by, in 

his Deſcription of America, tells us, that this Brave 

Admiral having burned Nombre de Dios, ran in- 

to the Haven of Porto Bello, where he found ten 

« Houſes, beſides the Governor's Palace, and a 

« Caſtle, the Breaſt-works whereof had newly 

been layed of Timber, Stone, and Earth; and 

that they were all demoliſhed by the Englifh. 

After which the Spaniards fortified the Harbour 

* with two ſtrong Caſtles : But that in 1601, the 

Town was ſurprized by Capt. Parker,” whoſe 

Adventure we ſhall next relate from his own prin- 

ted Account of it. | u 
Carr. William Parker, of Plymouth, ſet. out Caze. Par- 

from thence in November 1601, with two Ships ker's Ex. 

only, one of a hundred Ton, and three-hundred #44. 
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Men, in which he went himſelf as Admiral; the 


He takes 
Cubagua. 


Enters 
Puerto 


Bello Har- 


bour in the 


Night. 


Ifland of Cubagua, a little to the South Weſt, 
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other of ſixty Ton, with fixty Men, - beſides a 
Pinnace of twenty Ton and eighteen Men, and two 
Shallops. Crofling over to Tierra Firma, he ar- 
rived firſt at the Iſland of Margarita, and then ſail- 
ed to the Rancheria, or Pearl-Fiſhery, in the ſmall 


where he landed; and after a ſmart Fight with 
the Governor of Cyumana, who was there with a 
Company of Soldiers, he took the Place, together 
with thirteen Periaguas or Canows, and ſeveral of 
the Enemy Priſoners, which he ranſomed for five- 
hundred Pounds in Pearls. | 
PROCEEDING on his Voyage at Cape de 
la Vela, he took a Portugueze Veſſel of two- 
hundred and fifty Tons, going to Cartagena 
with three-hundred and ſeventy Negros : For 
whoſe ranſom the Captain payed him five-hun- 
dred Pounds. Afterwards failing Weſtward, 
and not able to double the Iſles, Las Cabeſas, he 
was driven far Southward, into the Gulf of Acle, 
called by the Spaniards, Euſenada de Acli. A 
while after he ſtood Weſtward, and putting into 
thoſe Iſles, imbarked a hundred and fifty Men in 
two Pinnaces, and two Shallops, and failed to the 
Iſlands de Baſtimentos (which were peopled and 
very fruitful,) where taking ſix or ſeven Negros 
for Guides, he preſently entered the Mouth of the 
River of Puerto Bello the 7th of February, about 
Two o'Clock in the Morning, the Moon ſhining 
very bright, | 

Ar their Entrance into the Harbour (where it 
is very deep, as well as far within) being haled by 
the ftrong and ſtately Caſtle of Saint Philip (which 
was defended Jy thirty-five great Pieces of Braſs 
Ordnance and fifty Soldiers,) they were anſwered by 
ſome on board, who ſpoke Spaniſh, from Cartagena. 
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Then they were commanded to Anchor, which they 
did: But an Hour after, the Captain with his two 
Shallops, and about thirty of his Men, ſet for- 
ward up the River or Harbour]. At the ſame Time, 
ſome from the ſmaller Fort San Jago, (which ſtood 
directly oppoſite to the great Caſtle) ran along the 
Shore, crying out to ſtay: But the Captain not 
regarding their Orders, proceeded, and land- 
ing at the firſt Town, {or Part of the Town,! 
called Triana, ſet it on Fire. Then marching roo 
over a little Brook into the great and rich Town | 
of Puerto Bello, went directly to the King's Trea- | 
ſure-houſe, which: was very large and fair ; where 1 
they found two-hundred and. fifty Soldiers, and « 
another Company of the Inhabitants, with two | 
Field-Pieces, which they preſently took, and ſet = 
fiercely upon the Soldiers. On which Alarm, Capt. ; 
Fugars, and Lawriman came up with the Pinnaces —— on 
and a hundred and twenty Men to their Aſſiſtance, 

AT their firſt coming before the Treaſure- gz, ee. 
houſe, Capt. Giles and Lieut. Barnet were wound- {ary forced. + 
ed; and Pedro Melendes, the. Governor of the 
Town, was advancing to a certain Bridge with ſixty 
Soldiers to encounter Capt. Parker, who had not 
then aboye eight or ten Men with him : But being 
ſhot through his Target, and both his Arms at 
the firſt Shot, and the Field - Corporal hurt 
with the ſecond, they all retired into the Houſe, 
where they held out till it was almoſt Day: But 
Capt. Ward, being ſent againſt them with ſome = 
Soldiers, entered the Houſe, and after killing u, . 
leveral of the Men, and wounding Melendes in mr talen 
eight Places more, at length took him Priſoner, Priner. 
and became Maſter of the Houſe, tho' not without : 
Damage; ſome of his Men being hurt, and him- 
telf ſhot thro? both his [Thighs in entering. 
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Tank were, however, in the Houſe, many 


Bello plun- Soldiers who would not ſubmit, but ſtill held 


dered. 


The Gover- 


wor releafs by Pedro Melendes, the chief Governor, the Cap- 


out againſt Giles and Barnet; who in the End ſlew 
many of them, and wounded ſeveral others, ta- 


king the King's Scrivano Priſoner. | The Fight, 


which laſted four or five Hours, being ended, and 
the chief Perſons of the Town made Priſoners, 
(except the Alcalde, who fled out of the Town 
with a Gold Chain about his Neck,) Capt. Par- 
ker gave the Spoil of the Town, which amounted 
to no ſmall Value in Money, Plate, and Merchan- 
dize, to his Soldiers; reſerving only to himſelf 
nine or ten- thouſand Ducats found in the King's 
Houſe; which was nothing in compariſon of what 
they expected, conſidering that Porto Bello at one 
Time of the Lear is the Depoſitory of all the 
Treaſures of Peru and Chili, amounting at leaſt to 
five or ſix Millions of Ducats. And had I com- 


but ſeven Days | ſooner (ſays the Captain himſelf) 


1 had taken here a hundred and twenty-thouſand 
Ducats, which were newly laden in two Frigats for 
Cartagena. This done, he diſpoſed his Guards 
in different Parts of the Town for keeping Poſ- 
ſeflion all that Day; and at the end of the Streets 
leading to Panama, which were full of Artificers, 
they made a Barricado; where Capt. Giles, who 
was poſted with another Corps du Guard, was 
often attacked by the Enemy, though they were 
always repulſed with Lols. (14 1 

I xn conſideration of the brave Reſiſtance made 


ed without tain not only ordered his Surgeon to dreſs his 


Ranſom. 


Wounds, but releaſed him without Ranſom: 
wherein he treated him far more generouſly than 
his great Uncle Pedro Melendes had treated Fobn 
Ribault, Landouiere and the French in _ of 

* | whom 
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whom he cruelly murdered. all that fell into his 


83 
The Town 


Hands. He likewiſe abſtained from burning the u burnt, 
Town, on this Conſideration, that the Advantage nd . 


he ſhould have reaped thereby would have been 
very ſmall in compariſon of the Damages that 
would have accrued to the King of Spain and the 
Inhabitants. All the Hurt he did that Way was 
to burn ſome Out-houſes (where the Negros dwelt) 
to amaze and frighten them. He carried off two 
Frigats which were far up within the River, | or 
Harbour, ] one of them had three Guns, which 
he employed againſt the Enemy marching againſt 
him from the Weſtern Fort. | 

Porto Bello was a beautiful Town newly built 
in ten Degrees of Latitude. It had two goodly 
Churches quite finiſhed, and fix or ſeven fair 
Streets, filled with Merchants and Arrtificers of all 


Sorts : It was defended by three ſmall Forts on | 


the Town's-ide, * beſides the great Fort of Saint. 
Philip on the other T. At the beginning of the 
Night Capt. Parker embarked his Men and ſer 
Sail; but in going out was ſhot in at the Elbow 
and out at the Wriſt with a Muſket-Ball from the 


Captain 
Parker 
wounded in 
bis Retreat 


Weſtern-Shore, whereof many went over the 


Veſſel, beſides twenty-eight great Shot from the 
Chief and Eaſtern Fort, which put them often in 
Danger. However, they eſcaped, tho* the Enemy 
ſeemed confident of ſinking them in their Paſſage 
back. Being gotten out of the Harbour, they 
rode behind a ſmall Iſland $, which lay between 
them and the Weſtermoſt Fort of Saint Jago, un- 

M 2 til 
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I ſuppoſe it ſhould be on the Side of the Harbour which 
the Town was of. | 


1 Standing where the 7ron-Caftle lately iood. 
This was doubtleſs the Iſland of Buena Aventura. 
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til Capt. Rawlins, the Vice - Admiral, brought 
thither two Ships which rode ſomewhat to the 
Eaſtward of the Caſtle of Saint Philip, (under the 
Rock where Sir Francis Drake's Coffin was thrown 
over-board,) all the while that the reſt were 
buſied in taking and plundering the Town. Here 
the whole Fleet being aſſembled, the King's Scri- 
vano and the reſt of the Prifoners were ſet on 
Shore, and ſuffered to depart without any Ranſom. 

NexT Day, the gth of February, they failed 


back again towards Cartagena, and putting into 


Bello, and a good Bay, called Sambo, twelve Leagues to 


returns 0 


England. 


the Eaſtward thereof, took in Water, and ſtayed 
there twelve or fourteen Days ; in which Time they 
took certain Frigats bound for that City; where- 
upon the Governor, Don Pedro de Coronna, ſent 
out two Gallies, a Brigantine, and two or three 
Frigats to attack them: But they did not think 
8 to do it. When he heard Capt. Parker 

ad taken Porto Bello, which is one of the chict 
Places in the HVeſt-Iudies, with fo ſmall a Force, 
he pulled his Beard, and ſwore he would give a 
Mule-Load of Silver to have but a Sight of him 
and his Company. From the Bay of Sambo, they 
paſſed over to Jamaica, and thence failing thro? 
the Gulf of Bahama, came to the Azores, . where 


leaving his Vice-Admiral and two Pinnaces to take 


tome tarther Prizes, Capt. Parker went on for 
Plymouth, where he arrived the 6th of May 1602.* 
| WP” | 
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* Captain Parker, beſides the Relation of his Voyage, 
publiſh'd a Plan of the Town and Harbour of Puerto Bello, 
with the adjacent Coaſts, explaining the whole Action. In the 
annexed Cut the Town is repreſented according to his own 
Draught; but the reſt being a ſort of Perſpective View which 
makes the Harbour look more like a River (as he calls it him- 
ſelf) than what it is, we have ſubſtituted a more correct Plan 
in its Place. 
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Explanation of the precedin : Plan, 


1 E Baſtimentos [about 6 Le agus from 
Puerto Bello] between e and 
the Shore Captain Parker failed with bis Veſſels © 
in the Night. The. Paſſage is very aa Mgerous by: 
reaſon of the many Sboals. 48 3 

b An and called Cagathoe ſor Cagada. K 

c The Place ubere ibe Ships rode: There Sir 
Francis Drake's "Coffin was thrown overboard. 
[ Hence it is called Drake's 3 

d The Eaſtermaſt Fort, called St. Philip 15 with 
35 Pieces of Braſs Ordnance and 50 "Foklers 
who have a Lodging near it. : 

e The Place where he anchored when the Port 
hailed bim. 

f A 175 built on a Frigat, and 4 ſmall Bay : 
hard 

g The — Fort, called St. Diago- s [or 
Jago*s] with. 30 Soldiers and 5. Canon, 4 of 
which were carry d over to the great Fort. 
They were bringing the 5th towards the Town to 
play againſt the Engliſh as they paſſed to and 
from their Boats: but Parker ſent Captain 
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Gyles, who took it from them with the loſs of one 1 
Man only. l 4 
h Another Fort or Platform, wherein were no = 
Ordnance. A 


i A Town called Triana, where the Captain land- 
ed with his two Shallops, having with him but 
28 or 30 Men, with whom be marched to the 
great Town after cauſing Triana to be burnt. 

k 4 Fort which they were then building on a Hill, 
with a River cloſe by it ; which coming from the 
_ the Mountains fall; into the great River | or 

Harbour] 


„ ; * 1 
- 
— _ 1 AER... 
— * — = 0" x —— FAY 
2 — ** - * as 
— I — = 


| 86 | 
— 
* 


* 9 
9 
= 


DESCRIPTION + 
Harbour] this Fort will command both the Towy 
and River [as did Gloria Caſtle which ftood in 
tbe ſame Place. | 

1 The | Key where the two Pinnaces landed the reſt 
of the Men at the great. Town, an Hour after 

the Captain landed. | | 

mA great Storehouſe | (with Dwellings in it) full 
of large Timber for building Ships. 

n The Place where two Friggats rode, which were 
taten: one of them had three Guns, which they 
turned: upon the Enemy marching againſt them 
from the Weſtern: Fort. 8 

o The King's Houſe ; where were two Pieces of Braſs 
— on Field Carriages, and 253 Soldiers 
belonging to the Houſe and Town; beſides a 
Company of Toum s- Mien, who uſually keep their 
Court of Guard in the King*s Houſe, which is 
full of Treaſure when the Galleons arrive, but 
at no other time elſe, Here Lieutenant Barnet 
was ſhot on the Side of his Head and through 
his Ear, and Captain Gyles, coming to ſecond 
bim was ſhot over the Breaſk and through his 
Arm. | 

p The Market Place or Court of Guard. 

q Certain very handſome Houſes, where dwelt the 
Serjeant Major, with other Chief Commander,. 
Here the Engliſh kept their Court of Guard. 

r A Row of Houſes where divers Merchants 
delt. 

s The Bridge, with a great River running under 
it, which deſcends from the Mountains and falls 
into the River [or Harbour.) © 

t The Alcaye's Houſe or Priſon, who fled with 4 
fair Gold Chain about bis Neck. 4 

v Saint Mary's Church. 


x The 


of PUERTO BELLO. 

x The Street where Pedro Melendus [Pedro Me- 
lendes] advanced with 60 Soldiers againſt Cap- 
tain Parker who had but 8 or 9 with bim. 

The Way leading to Pennemau | or Panama] full 
772 3 which was barrocaded and defended 
R "SG 

Z The Houſe wbere Pedro Melendus dwelt, 

A 4 Street full of all forts of Artificers ; with 
1wo others Streets or Ways leading to the Weſter- 
moſt Forts. n | | 

B Another Church and Street of Artificers, 


C The Out-Houſes of the Negroes, which were 


burned. 226% % 

D The Place | Being the Iſland of Buena Aven- 
tura] where Captain Parker, after quitting Puerto 
Bello, rode with the Frigats, Pinnaces and 
Shallops, till Captain Rawlins joined him with 
two Ships from the other Iſland, [or Drake's 

Hand.] b 
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The taking of Puerto Bello by Capt. Moxo AN, 
(afterwards Sir HENRY, and Deputy. 
Governor F Jamaica) in 1669. * 


Captain 2 APT. Morgan ſet out from Jamaica with a 
Morgan Fleet of nine Sail of Ships and great Boats, 
2 a which carried four-hundred and ſixty Bucaniers, 
J lieg He kept his Deſign a Secret from every Body at 
bis Defgn. firſt, only telling them on ſeveral Occaſions that 
he did not queſtion to make a good Fortune by the 
Voyage, if his Undertaking was not croſſed by ſome 
unexpected Accidents, But as ſoon as they arrived 
on the Coaſt of Coſta Rica, he declared his In- 
tention to the Captains, and preſently after to all 
the reſt of the Company, which was, to ſurprize 
Puerto Bello by Night, and plunder it effectually; 
a Thing, (he ſayed) he was the more ſure of 
ſucceeding in, as by concealing his Deſign till 
then, the Spaniards -could have no Notice of his 
coming. However, ſome did not like the Pro- 
poſal, alledging that they had not ſufficient Force 
to attack ſo ſtrong and large a Town. But Capt. 
Morgan reply'd, If our Number is but ſmall our 
Hearts are great; and the fewer Perſons we are, 
the more Union there will be amongſt us, and the 
better Shares wwe ſhall have in the Spoil, This with 
the Hopes of obtaining Riches, in caſe they ſuc- 
ceeded, made them unanimouſly agree to proſe- 

cute the. Deſign. 
Serenth Puerto Bello was then reckoned the ſtrongeſt 
4 5 derte Place poſſeſſed by the Spaniards in the Waun 
e. e - 


F PUERTO BELLO. 
The Port was defended at the Entrance by two 


almoſt impregnable Caſtles, called San Felipe and 
San Jago, ſo that no Ship nor Boat could paſs 


without Permiſſion. , The Garriſon conſiſted of 


three- hundred Soldiers, and the Town was in- 
habited by four-hundred Families. 


Carr. Morgan, who was very well acquainted They REF 
with all the Avenues of this Town, and the neigh- „ar the 
bouring Coaſts, arrived in the duſk of the Even- Port. 


ing at Puerto de Naos, or the Port of Ships, ten 
Leagues to the Weſt of Puerto Bello; from whence 
they failed to another Harbour, called Puerto 
Ponton, * or the Port of Pontoons : Here leav- 
ing a few Men to keep the Ships, and conduct 
them next Day into Puerto Bello Harbour, they 
put themſelves into Boats and Canows, with which, 
arriving about Midnight at a Place called Eftero 
luengo lemos, they all landed and marched to the 
firſt Fort of the Town, guided by an Engliſhman, 
who had been formerly a Priſoner in thoſe Parts. 
He and two or three more were ſent to bring off 
the Century, if poſſible; and if they could not, to 
kill him: But they executed their Commiſſion ſo 
dextrouſly, that they ſeized him before he had 
Time to give Warning with his Muſket or other- 
wiſe, and brought him with his Hands bound to 


the Captain, who aſked him, How Things went in 


ibe City? What Forces they bad, and the like 


threatening at every Queſtion to Kill him, in caſe 
ne did not declare the Truth, 


N HAVING 


—— 
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* Called Puerto Pontin, in the Hiſtory of the Bucaniers, 
where (tis ſayed) the Fleet failed up the River, from Pi- 
erto de Naos to this Place: which mult be a grievous Miſtake, 
either of the Author or Tranſlator, 
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on A DESCRIPTION 
Take th Havins marched about Three-quarters of 
Caftkof a Mile farther, they came to the firſt Caſtle, which 
oe. Jago. preſently they ſurrounded ſo cloſely, that none 
could either get in or out. Then Capt. Morgan 
commanded the Centry to ſummon thoſe within 
to ſurrender at Diſcretion, and to aſſure them, 
that otherwiſe, they were to expect no Quarter. 
But deſpiſing theſe Threats, the Garriſon began 
immediately to fire, which alarmed the City. 
Nowever, tho? they made as ſtrong Reſiſtance as 
could be, they were conſtrained to ſurrender to the 
Pyrates; who to be as good as their Words, and 
itrike Terror into the reſt, having ſhut up all the 
Soldiers and Officers in one Room, ſet fire to the 
Powder, of which they found a great Quantity, 
and blew them up with the whole Caſtle into the 
Air. | 

Tus done, they began to fall on the City, 
which as yet was not in a Condition to receive 
them. Many of the Inhabitants. caſt their Money 
and Jewels into Wells and Ciſterns, or hid them 
in other Places under Ground, in order to ſave 
what they could ; while a Party of the Pyrates 
was detatched to the Cloiſters to fetch off all the 
hay Religious of both Sexes they could find. The 
bat of Sn Governor of the Town, unable to rally the Citi: 
Miguel. Zens thro' the great Confuſion they were in, re- 
tired to one of the other Caſtles, and from thence 
began to fire inceſſantly on the Enemy, who were 
no leſs diligent to defend themſelves and aſſault 
| him. It was oblervable, that amidſt the Horrors 
of the Attack, they made very few ſhot in vain 
for aiming with great Dexterity at the Mouths of 
the Guns, the Spaniards were ſure to loſe. one or 

two Men at each, every Time they charged. 
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of PUERTO BELLO. 
Tux Fire was very furious on both Sides, 
from Break of Day till Noon, at which Time it 
was ſtill very doubtful who ſhould be Victors. 
At laſt, the Pyrates perceiving they had loſt ma- 
ny Men, and yet advanced bur little towards gain- 
ing either this or the remaining Caſtles, endeavour- 
ed with their Hand-Granados to burn the Gates of 
it: But the Spaniards throwing great Quantities 
of Stones from the Walls, with Earthern- Pots 
full of Powder, and other combuſtible Matter, 
forced them to deſiſt from that Attempt. Capt. 
Morgan ſeeing this generous Defence that was 


made, began to diſpair of Succeſs : Hereupon, _ 


many faint and calm Meditations came into his 


Mind; neither could he determine which Way to Succeſi., 


turn himſelf in the Straits he was in. But while 
he ſtood in doubt whether to proceed or retreat, 
his Spirits were of a ſudden revived, by ſeeing the 
Engliſh Colours put forth at one of the leſſer Ca- 
{tles, then entered by his Men ; a Troop of whom 
came to meet him with Shouts of Victory. This 
encouraged him not only to continue the Aſſault 
of the Caſtle he was then beleaguering, but to re- 
ſolve on forcing the reſt ; eſpecially as the prin- 
cipal Citizens had fled thither with the beſt of 
their Effects, and all the Plate belonging to the 
Churches. 


AccoRDINGLY he ordered ten or twelve Lad- ak oh 
ders to be made in haſte, broad enough for four alh. 


or five to mount in a-breaſt, Which being finiſhed, 
he commanded the Monks and Nuns ( who had 
been ſeized) to fix them againſt the Walls of the 
Caſtle z imagining that the Governor, out of Reve- 
rence or Compaſſion, would ſlacken his Fire when 
he ſaw them expoſed in the Front of the Enemy, tho? 
he had before-hand aſſured the Captain ſuch a Pro- 
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A DESCRIPTION 
ceeding ſhould not make him negle& his Duty, 
and fo it proved; for the Governor like a brave 


and faithful Officer continued to make a vigorous 


Reſiſtance, without regarding the Cries and Intrea- 
ties of the Religious (who were compelled to this 
hard Service) or the Slaughter that was made 


and take it among them by the Cannon of the Caſtle. At laſt 


by aulit. 


Brawery 
of the Go- 


VErnor. 


the Ladders being fixt, the Pyrates mounted them 
couragiouſly in great Numbers, having in. their 


Hands Granados and Earthern Pots full of Pow. 


der, which they ſet fire to'as ſoon as they were 
upon the Walls, and threw among the Spaniards ; 
who no longer able to withſtand the Shock gave 
Way, and the Exgliſb entered the Caſtle. Here- 
upon the Garriſon all threw down their Arms 
and begged Quarter, except the Governor, who 
would not give nor take it, but killed ſeveral of 
his own Soldiers, becauſe they did not ſtand to 
their Arms. And though the Pyrates often offer'd 
him Quarter, he refuſed it, ſaying, By no Means: J 
had rather die as a valiant Soldier, than be hanged a; 
a Coward, Nay, even the Cries and Tears of 
his own Wife and Daughter, who on their Knees 
begged him to accept of Quarter, could not move 


him. Notwithſtanding all this, the Pyrates en- 


deavoured, at the Expenſe of ſeveral of their own 
Lives, to take him Priſoner : But he defended 
himſelf ſo obſtinately, that they were forced at 


laſt to kill him, wherein he fulfilled the Promiſe 


made to Capt. Morgan on his firſt Summons, 
That he would never - ſurrender alive. Pere tt 


Pers, * obſerves in the Hiſtory of Sau Domingo, 


already 


This Author, ſays Capt. Morgan, took both the Caſtles 
of San Jago and San Felipe; And ſo he muſt have done, in 


caſe he took all the Caſtles, as, tis ſayed before, he * 
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of PUERTO BELLO. 93 
already mentioned, that on this Occaſion there 
was made the greateſt Reſiſtance that had been 
known for a long Time before among the Spa- 
niards in America. 

Wren the Pyrates had gotten Poſſeſſion of the p.coje: of 
Caſtle, which was about Night, they incloſed 25 Pyrars. 
therein all thoſe whom they had taken Priſoners. , 
The Women and Men were put by themſelves with 2 
ſome Guards over them: All the Wounded like- 
wiſe were thruſt into an Apartment, where they 
were left without the leaſt Care taken of them. 
After this they fell to their uſual Debaucheries of 
eating and drinking, raviſhing Virgins and mar- 
ried Women, to ſuch Exceſs, that fifty courage- 
ous Men only might eaſily have retaken the City, 
and killed them all. Next Day, having plun- 93, tus. 
dered the Town of whatever they could find in it, der tt 
they began to examine ſome of the Priſoners, Tun, and 
Theſe having been perſuaded by others to ſay, . 
that they were the wealthieſt Perſons in all the an. 
Town, found the ill Conſequences of putting ſuch 
a Fallacy on the Bucaniers when in was too late : 

For being queſtioned to diſcover where they had 
hidden their Riches, it was 1n vain to change 
their Note, and declare they were not the Perſons 
they pretended to be: The Pyrates, concluding this 
to be only the effect of Obſtinacy, put them 2 
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to do: Nor could they well have brought their Ships into the 
Harbour (as they muſt have done to load their Goods) unleſs San 
Felipe (which ſtood where the Iron · Caſtle was ſituate) had been 
taken, The taking of this Fort muſt have been as remark- 
able an Action, as that of either of the two other Caſtles, whoſe 
Attack is deſcribed : But this Expedition is very imperfectly, 
if not incorrectly, related in the Hiſtory of the Bucaniers, 
where neither the Name nor Situation of any of the Caſtles 
that were taken is, mentioned, no more than the Circum- 
ſtance related in Wafer's Account, p. 72. | 
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4 DESCRIPTION 

the Torture, which they inflicted with ſuch Rigour, 
that many of them died upon the Rack, or ſoon 

after they were releaſed from it. ae 
The Prefs. Don Juan Perez de Guſman, the Preſident of 
Aunt of Pa- Panamd being informed of what had happened to 
nama ad- Pyerto Bello, gathered Forces with all Diligence 
— to recover it. On the other hand, the Pyrates 
1 having been here fifteen Days prepared for their De. 
parture, They firſt victualled their Ships well, 
and then put their Pillage on Board. In the mean 
Time, Capt. Morgan demanded of the Priſoners 
a hundred-thouſand Pieces of Eight to be raiſed 
forthwith, threatening otherwiſe to burn the Town, 
and blow up the reſt of the Caſtles. To effect 
this, two Perſons were ſent to the Preſident of Pa- 
ama, who having now a Body of fifteen-hundred 
Men in Readineſs, ſet forward immediately to en- 
counter the Pyrates before their Retreat, But theſe 
People, tho* they had loſt many of their Compa- 
nions more by the unhealthy Air and their own De. 
baucheries, than by the Arms of the Spaniards, 
inſtead of flying away, went out to meet him at 
a narrow Paſſage, through which he was of ne- 
ceſlity to paſs in his Way to the Town. Here they 
placed a hundred Men well armed, who defeated 
a good Party of the Preſident's Forces at the firſt 
Onſet. This obliged Don Juan to retire for that 
Time, as not being ſtrong enough to proceed 
any farther : however, he ſent to tell Capt. Morgan, 
' 34+ +. That incaſe be and his Men did not quit Puerto Bello 
treats with Without Delay, they were to expeft no Quarter from 
an idle him, when he ſhould take them Priſoners, as he 
Threat. hoped ſoon to do. The Captain, who feared not 
his Threats, knowing he had a ſecure Retreat in 
his Ships which were nigh at hand, made An- 
ſwer, That he would not depart before he had re- 
1 cei ved 
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' of PUERTO BELLO. 
eived the full Sum demanded ; and that in taſe it 
ag not payed immediately, he would demoliſh the 
WC ates, kill the Priſoners, and reduce the Town to 

Aſhes. e e e ee e 
1 HE Governor of Panama, perceiving no 
Good was to be done with the Pyrates, deter- 
Wnined to leave them, and thoſe he came to re- 
Wicve, to-make the beſt Agreement they could: 
However, being perfectly aſtoniſhed to think, 
hat four-hundred Men without Cannon had been 
ble to take ſo great a City, and ſo many ſtrong 
WCaſtles, (eſpicially as the Inhabitants were always 
Wrcckoned good Soldiers, and never wanted Cou- 
Wage in their own Defence,) he ſent to deſire Capt. 
lorgan to ſend him a Sample of thoſe Arms 
rherewith he had performed fuch great Exploits. 
he Captain, after treating the Meſſenger with 
much Civility, delivered him a Piſtol * and a 


We bim to accept this ſmall Sample of Arms where- 
ith I have taken Puerto Bello, and keep them for 
Twelve-Month ; at the end of which, I promiſe 
jo fetch them away. Don Fuan ſoon returned the 
Preſent, giving him Thanks for the Favour” of 
ending him ſuch Weapons as he did not want; 
he likewiſe ſent him a Gold Ring, + and adviſtd 


nama, as he had done to Puerto Bello; aſſuring 


done 


f 
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* Pere. le Pers ſays, it was a French Bucanier, which is a 
Fuſee with a Barrel four Foot and a half long, carrying a 
Ball of an Ounce Weight; and that Morgan ſent the Preſident 
Word, That in a little Time be would go and teach him the Uſe 
which the Bucaniers made of ſuch Arms. : | 
+ The ſame Author ſays, it was ſet with a fair Emerald. 
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1. aftoniſh- 


ed at their *© 


Boldneſs, 


ew Bullets, ſaying, Tell your Maſter, that I de- 2 
a Freſent 


to Captain 
Morgan. 


im not to give himſelf the Trouble of coming to Pa- 
bim he ſhould not ſpeed ſo well there as he had 
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the Torture, which they inflicted with ſuch Rigour, 

that many of them died upon the Rack, or ſoon 
after they were releaſed from it. NE 

The Pre. Don Juan Perez de Guſman, the Preſident of 

Ant of Pa- Panamd being informed of what had happened to 

nama ad. Pygrto Bello, gathered Forces with all Diligence 

wants to recover it. On the other hand, the Pyrates 

St having been here fifteen Days prepared for their De- 

parture, They firſt victualled their Ships well, 

and then put their Pillage on Board. In the mean 

Time, Capt. Morgan demanded of the Priſoners 

a hundred-thouſand Pieces of Eight to be raiſed 

forthwith, threatening otherwiſe to burn the Town, 

and blow up the reſt of the Caſtles. To effect 

this, two Perſons were ſent to the Preſident of Pa. 

ama, who having now a Body of fifteen-hundred 

Men in Readineſs, ſet forward immediately to en- 

counter the Pyrates before their Retreat, But theſe 

People, tho? they had loſt many of their Compa- 

nions more by the unhealthy Air and their own De- 

baucheries, than by the Arms of the Spaniards, 

inſtead of flying away, went out to meet him at 

a narrow Paſſage, through which he was of ne- 

ceſſity to paſs in his Way to the Town. Here they 

placed a hundred Men well armed, who defeated 

a good Party of the Preſident's Forces at the firſt 

Onſet. This obliged Don Juan to retire for that 

Time, as not being ſtrong enough to proceed 

any farther : however, he ſent to tell Capt. Morgan, 

' 34+ e, That in caſe be and his Men did not quit Puerto Bello 

treats with Without Delay, they were to expett no Quarter from 

an idle him, when he ſhould take them Priſoners, as be 

Treat. hoped ſoon to do. The Captain, who feared not 

his Threats, knowing he had a ſecure Retreat in 

his Ships which were nigh at hand, made An- 

iwer, That he would net depart before he had 2 

iy cerved 
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ceived the full Sum demanded , and that in aſe it 
was not payed immediately, he would demoliſh the 
Caſtles, kill the Priſoners, and reduce the Town to 
Aſhes. 8 BIR 1 r 

Tur Governor of Panamd, perceiving no „ %, 
Good was to be done with the Pyrates, deter- 2 _ . 


mined to leave them, and thoſe he came to re- Boldne/s, 
lieve, to · make the beſt Agreement they could: 
However, being perfectly aſtoniſhed to think, 

that four- hundred Men without Cannon had been 

able to take ſo great a City, and ſo many ſtrong 
Caſtles, (eſpicially as the Inhabitants were always 
reckoned good Soldiers, and never wanted Cou- 

rage in their own Defence,) he ſent to deſire Capt. 
Morgan to ſend him a Sample of thoſe Arms 
wherewith he had performed fuch great Exploits. 

The Captain, after treating the Meſſenger with 

much Civility, delivered him a Piſtol “ and a, 

few Bullets, ſaying, Tell your Maſter, that I de- and ſends 
re bim to accept this ſmall Sample of Arms where- © Lebe, 
with I have taken Puerto Bello, and keep them for — 8 
Tel ve- Month; at the end of which, I promiſe : 
to fetch them away. Don Juan ſoon returned the 
Preſent, giving him Thanks for the Favour of 
lending him ſuch Weapons as he did not want; 

he likewiſe ſent him a Gold Ring, + and adviſtd 

him not to give himſelf the Trouble of coming to Pa- 

nama, as he had done to Puerto Bello; aſſuring 

lim he ſhould not ſpeed ſo well there as be 268 
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* Pere. le Pers ſays, it was a French Bucanier, which is a 
Fuſee with a Barrel four Foot and a half long, carrying a 
Ball of an Ounce Weight; and that Morgan ſent the Preſident 
Word, That in a little Time be would go and teach him the Uſe 
; which the Bucaniers made of ſuch Arms. | 


+ The ſame Author ſays; it was ſet with a fair Emerald. 
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done here*. In which, however, the Preſident 
was greatly miſtaken, as will be ſhewn in another 
Place. 

Bur to return to Puerto Bello, In a few Days 
the miſerable Inhabitants brought the intire Sum 
they were fined in; and Capt. Morgan, having 
carried off the beſt Guns out of the Caſtles and 
nailed the reſt, ſet ſail with all his Ships. In a 
little Time they arrived at the Iſland of Cuba, 
where coming to divide the Spoil, they found in 
ready Money two hundred and fifty thouſand Pieces 
of Eight, beſides Merchandizes, as Cloth, Lin- 
nen, Silks, Sc. + Hence they departed for Ja- 


F aft Booty. maica, their common Place of Rendezvous, 


where they fell as uſual to their vicious and de- 
bauched Courſe of Life, ſpending with huge Pro- 
digality in a ſhort Space, what they had been Jong 
acquiring, with ſo much Fatigue and Danger. 

I $HALL not ſtay here to examine whether 
Capt. Morgan acted by Commiſſion from the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica, and conſequently, whether 
he and his Men are to be deemed Pyrates ; or 
whether they committed the Cruelties with which 


they are charged in The Hiſtory of the Bucaniers, 


from whence chiefly the foregoing Account is ex- 
tracted. This, however, we may do on another 
Occaſion, when we ſhall relate what has been al- 


ledged 


——— * 


— —— 


* According to Pere le Pers, all the Anſwer the Preſident 
made was, That it was Pity ſuck brave Men had not been 
engaged in a juſt War. 

+ The ſame Author ſays, that they had in Gold and Sil- 
ver, both coined and wrought, and in Jewels which were not 
valued at a fourth Part of their real Worth, two hundred 
and fixty thouſand Crowns ; without reckoning the Merchan- 
dizes, Which they eſteemed very little. 
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ledged-in the Captain's V indication by his Friends, 
who accuſe the Dutch Author of that Hiſtory 


with miſrepreſenting Things to make the Zngli/h 
appear as barbarous as his own Nation. 
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The ſurprizing and plundering of Puerto Bello 
in 1678-9, by Capt. CRoxkEN, La Sounp, 
and other Privateers. ; 


HE Fleet conſiſted of five Ships, with up- 


vernor of Jamaica to cruize for three Months on- 
ly. It coſt them no more than ten Ducats, or 
Pieces of Eights : But by the help of a little For- 
gery (common on thoſe Occaſions with the Bu- 
caniers) they made ſhift to enlarge the Time to 
three Years'z being reſolved to take this Oppor- 
tunity to try their Fortunes. 

SETTING Sail from Port-Royal, they croſſed 
over to the Iſlands de los Pinos, not far from the 
Coaſt of Cartagena, where they victualled their 
Ships, and then ſteered for the Iſland of Fuerte, or 
Forto. About the Middle of the Iſlands of San 
Blaſs (commonly called Samballoes, or Zamballos) 
they met with a French Man of War of eight 
Guns, commanded by La Sound. 

H avins ranged up and down the Iſland for 
ſome time to no Purpole, they at laſt reſolved to 
attack Puerto Bello, in * of meeting with as 

ric 


Th a 
wards of three - hundred Men on board, pgs 


whereof the Captains were Croxen, or Coxen, who Croxen 
had the chief Command, Ee, Alliſon, Roſe and and La 
Sharp, They had a Commiſſion from the Go.. 
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go © A DESCRIPTION 
rich Plunder as Sir Henry Morgan had done. To 
this Effect, leaving their Ships at ſome of the 
Iſlands, they put two- hundred of their Men in 
fourteen or fifteen Canows, and landed on the 
ws, avg Weſt-ſide of Port Scrivan, ſixteen or ſeventeen 
Scrivan, Leagues to the Eaſt of Puerto Bello. They had 
by this Means a very tedious and weariſome March; 
but they choſe to land at a diſtance from the Town, 
rather than at the Baſtimentos, or any near Place, that 
they might ayoid being diſcovered by the Scouts, 
which the Spaniards always keep in their Neigh- 
bourhood, and by that Means ſurprize them. The 
better alſo to conceal their Paſſage, they travelled 
in the Night, hiding themſelves by Day in the 
Woods. They were three Nights thus 1n their 
Journey along the Coaſt, and eſcaped being ſeen 
by any till they came within an Hour's March 
of Puerto Bello, when they were ſpy*'d by a Ne- 
gro, who ran as faſt as he could to give Intelli- 
gence of their coming : But perceiving themſelves 
diſcovered, they made fuch haſte after him, that 
they got into the Place before he could raiſe the 
Inhabitants, or a ſufficient Body of them could be 

formed to oppoſe them. 

Ney fur- IHS the Bucaniers poſſeſſed themſelves of 
prize the the Town without any conſiderable Loſs; and 
Town. plundered all they could find in the Houſes and 
elſewhere, Having diſpatched their Buſineſs in 
two Days Time, they departed for fear the Spa- 
niards ſhould rally, or pour in the Country upon 
them, and ſo intercept their Retreat, their Num- 
ber being fo ſmall. But before they came away, 
they divided the Booty they had taken, which 
amounted to about forry Pounds a Man (inclu- 
ding thoſe who were left to guard the Ships, ) 
beſides what extraordinary Shares were drawn by 


their Officers, the Owners of the Veſſels, Carpen- 
| ders, 
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ters, Surgeons, and thoſe who Joſt any Limbs, 
or were killed in the Expedition, according to 
the cuſtomary Laws of the Bucaniers. 
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The taking of Puerto Bello in 1739, by Vice 
Admiral Vernon, with fix Ships only. 


T Convention ſigned at the Pardo the ,, . , 
14th of Jan. 1739. between Great Britain and Vernon 
Spain, having been luckily broken by the Spa- chosen for 
aiards refuſing to pay the Sum ſtipulated for in- e Weſt 
demnify ing our Merchants, whereby a War feem. India Ser- 
ed inevitable at laſt, after twenty Years fruitleſs" 
Negotiations, it was thought fit to ſend a Fleet, in 
time, to the Weſt Indie; to ſecure our Trade and 
Plantations there. Accordingly, the 2oth of Fuly, 
nine Men of War and a Sioop ſet ſail under the 
Command of Edward Vernon, Eſq; who was 
pitched on as the moſt proper Perſon in the Na- 
tion to perform that Service. | ; | 

On this Occaſion Mr. Vernon was ſent for from 
his Country Seat to Court, and from the Poſt 
of Captain of a Man of War was, by the King, 
advanced to that of Vice-Admiral of the Blue. 
It is faid he declined to go on this Expedition, 
unleſs he was made a Flag Officer; not that 
he was backward to ſerve his Country, or pre- 
ferr'd his private Intereſt to the Nation's Glory, 
but E otherwiſe he knew he ſhould not be 
ö able to ſerve it ſo effectually as he propoſed, and 
get the Deſigns he had in View carried into Exe- 
x cution 3 neither could he effect the ſame in the 
oa O 2 "9. 290.5. 
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thither, 


A DESCRIPTION 


Capacity of Admiral, unleſs he had an extenſive 
Commiſſion for acting, which *tis ſaid he alſo ob. 
tained, * | l | 
His being ſent on this Service, took its Riſe 
from a Declaration he had made in the laſt 
Parliament, whereof he was a Member. Some 
Debates ariſing therein about the Difficulty of an- 
noying the S aniards in the Veſt-Indies, and ſome 
Member having affirmed that Puerto Bello (which 
happened to be mentioned as a Place proper to 
be attacked) could not be taken with fewer 
than 30 or 60 Men of War, *tis reported Mr. 
Vernon role up, and faid, He would forfeit his 
Life, if he did not take it with fix Ships only. 
On this Account he was recommended to the 
King, as the fitteſt Perſon for the Service, by 
the Miniſter ; though 'tis commonly thought Sir 
Ch -, W r propoſed him, and many give 


to Sir F — M, the Honour of this Ad- 


vice; which might have been of the utmoſt im- 
portance to the Nation, had this honeſt Admiral 
been ſcaſonably and effectually ſupplied with 
Forces: but as he has been now almoſt a whole 
Year, and not a Man ſent to him, it is ge 
nerally imagined that he will fall a Sacrihce 
to Spaniſh Malice. 

However that be (which the Event will ſhew) 
the brave Admiral not finding Forces ſent him 
as he expected, yet unwilling to lie idle, and 


He /ets out determining to perform his Promiſe at leaſt, ap- 


for Puerto 


Hello. 


plied for Aſſiſtance to the Governour of Ja- 
maica ; who from a Principle of national Gene- 
roſity, which muſt recommend him to all the 
Well-Wiſhers of Britain, lent him 240 Land 
Forces, which were all that could poſſibly be 
ſpared, Being thus reinforced the Admiral ſet 
fail from Port Royal the gth of November tollow- 


ing 
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ing with ſeven Men of War, the Burford 70 
Guns and 300 Men, Thomas Watſon Captain un- | 
der the Admiral; the Hampton Court, 70 Guns, His Forces. 
495 Men, Digby Dent Captain, under Commodore 
Charles Brown ; the Princeſs” Louiſa, 60 Guns, 
and 400 Men, Thomas Waterhouſe Captain ; the 
Strafford, bo Guns and 400 Men, Thomas Tre- 
vor Captain; the Worceſter, bo Guns, and 400 
Men, Perry Main Captain; the Norwich, 50 
Guns, and 3oo Men, Richard Herbert Captain; 
and the Sheerneſs : which laſt the Admiral or- 
der'd, in his Paſſage, to ctuize off Cartagena, 
diſdaining to appear before Puerto Bello with 
one Ship more than he had engaged to take it 
with. 

The Fleet, having been delayed in the Paſſage Comes in 
by contrary Winds, did not come in Sight of S 
the Harbour till the 20th. On their firſt diſcover- 4% Ha- 
ing the Coaſt they ſaw three Sail of Spaniſh Ships, 
two Guarda Coſtas of Twenty Guns each, and the 
third a Snow of Fourteen Guns, to which they gave 
Chace : but the Enemy made the beſt of their Way 
into Puerto Bello, and got under the Canon of 
the Forts, where they imagined themſelves fafe, not 
thinking the Exgliſb dared to attack the Place. The 
Squadron follow'd them till Evening; but there 
being but little Wind, though a very great Swell, 
the Admiral anchor'd, for that Night, Six Leagues 
off the Shore, being apprehenſive of driving to 
the Eaſtward of the Port. On the 21ſt the Ad- 
miral ſtood in towards the Harbour, at Break 
of Day, in Line of Battle, having firſt directed the 
Manner of the Attack. They were now diſtinctly Th 
in View from the Place; but the Spaniards were „, ; 
ſo ſecure in the imagined Strength of their Port, avieh bis 
that they hoiſted up the Flag of Defiance = Ships. 
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A DESCRIPTION . 
the Iron Caſtle, towards which the Squadron ad. 
vanced, piloted. by James Rentone,. Captain of 
of a Merchant Ship; and (as they owned them- 
ſelves afterwards) wiſhed earneſtly, that the Fleet 
would attempt to enter, as believing they could 
have ſunk them all immediately, But their Fear 
was that the Engliſh were only making a ſecond Ba- 


ſtimentos Expedition, and would not give them the 


Pleaſure of engaging them. In ſhort, they could 
not believe that the Fleet would venture in; 
but when they ſaw them double the Point, they 
began to alter their Opinion, and conclude them 
in earneſt, 


TheHamp- Hereupon the Ordnance began to play upon 
ton Court the Ships (ſtill at a great Diſtance) very briſkly 
begins the from the Iron Fort, to which only the Admiral 


Attack on 
the Iron 
Caſtle. 


was obliged to confine his Attack, becauſe the 
Wind proved Eaſterly : but the Hampton Court, 
which led in, without regarding their Fire, made 


directly oppoſite to the Caſtle ; and as the Wind 


had died away, ſhe dropped her Anchor before 
it, receiving a very briſkFire from the Spaniards, 


at the Diſtance of little more than a Cable's 


Length, without making one Shot. But ſhe 
ſoon convinced them that ſhe was both willing and 
able to return it, for in about 25 Minutes ſhe ſhot 
above 400 Balls againſt the Caſtle z making ſo 
quick and uninterrupted a Fire, that the other 
Ships at a Diſtance thought her all in a Flame. 
Nothing was to be ſeen but Fire and Smoke on 
both Sides. The Norwich then came up, who 
met with the ſame Reception; and altho' ſhe did 
not fire quite ſo quick as the Hampton Court, 
yet her Shot was ſo well aimed as to put the Spa- 
niards a good deal off their Metal, they 
hardly returning her one Shot for three, 10 

ol 
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In 28 Minutes the Vorceſter got up alſo, 
which anchoring cloſe by the other two, did no 
ſmall Execution, knocking down the higher Part 
of the Caſtle Wall, and driving many of the 
Spaniards from their Guns; who we may preſume, 
by this time, began to repent of their Forwardneſs, 
and to wiſh the Engliſh out again at Sea, The Ad- 
miral perceiving ſome Spaniards fled from 
ſeveral Parts of the Fort, - ordered out the 
Boats with his third Lieutenant, Mr. Brode- 
rick, about forty Sailors, and a Company of Ma- 
rines with their Officers, whom he commanded to 
land under the Fire of his Guns, in the very Front 
of the Lower Battery, in order to take the Place 
by Storm, and made a Signal for two other Ships 

to follow them, whilſt he was advancing to bat- „ 
ter it, with the Blue Flag at her Fore-top-maſt Y Admi- 
Head, and the Bloody Flag at the Main-top-maſt l <xfo/d 


Head of his Ship. In 20 Minutes after the Worcęſter, A of 
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he came before the Caſtle, ordering the Anchor to h, the 


be dropped within half a Cable's Length of the Cap. 


Caſtle, to convince them he was not afraid of all 
they could do. However, the Spaniards, notwith- 
ſtanding they had fir'd very few Guns for ſome Mi- 
nutes before, yet, as if they had reſolved to ſummon 
up all their Courage againſt the Flag, welcomed 
the Burford with a terrible Volley, which being at 
ſo ſmall a Diſtance, took place with almoſt every 
Shot. One ſtruck away the Stern of its Barge ; 
another broke a large Gun upon the Upper Deck ; 
2 third went through the Fore-top-maſt ; and 
a fourth paſſing thro* the Arning, within two 
Inches of the Main-maſt, broke down the Bar- 
ricado of the Quarter-Deck, very near the Admi- 
ral, and killed three Men in a Moment, wound- 


— 


ing five others, who ſtood by them. This look- 
ed as if the Admiral was to have had bloody 


Work, 
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A DESCRIPTION. 


Work, but was far from diſcouraging his brave 

Men, (who in every Ship were ſo zealous, ay 

hardly to be reſtrained from firing) for the Bur- 

ford return'd the. Salute in ſuch a Manner, that 

altho' they fit'd a Shot now and then, they ne- 

ver did her the leaſt Damage afterwards. She 

drove them from the Lower Guns the firſt Broad- 

ſide, and by a Spring on her Cable bringing about 

her Starboard | Guns, gave them another iu three 

Drives the Minutes, and ſo on for ſix or ſeyen Rounds ; 
- "ogra which made them quite ſick of the Affair, and 
1 they could be perceived flying for refuge into 
Battery, Ambuſcades z; chooſing rather to venture their 
Necks by a cowardly Flight, than to ſtand the 

Chance of a more glorious End. In ſhort, fo 

many of the Garriſon made their Eſcape, that the 

Ships which had been chaced into the Harbour, 

not being able to make any Defence themſelves, 

were obliged to ſend their Men to the Iron Fort 

to man their Guns. The Burford being moored 

at ſo ſmall a Diſtance from the Fort, the Fire of 

her Small-Arms commanded the Enemy's Lower 
Batteries, from which they could do moſt harm; 

and by this Means the Men were alſo ſecured 

at landing. And this (as the Enemy afterwards 
confeſſed) was the principal Occaſion of their de- 

ſerting their Lower Batteries; the ſmall Shot of 

the former Ships not having reached them, altho 

their Cannon had beat down ſome of the upper 

Part of the Fort. About 5 a Clock the Spanzards 

were ſo diſabled, and the Works of the Fort fo de- 
moliſhed, that their Fire grew very faint. | 

gend Men As the Boats drew near the Admiral's Ship, 
zo land he called to them to go directly aſhore. under 
under the the Walls of the Fort, tho*-there was. no Breach 
ah, made; but this anſwered as was expected, by 
CTY their 


* 
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tbe Fort. 
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their throwing the Enemy into a general Conſterna- 
tion; the Officers and Men, who had ſtood to the 
Lower Battery, flying to the upper Part of the Bat- 
tery, where they held up a white Flag for Capitu- 
Jating. The Admiral anſwered with .a white 
Flag; but it was ſome time before he could ſtop 
his own Men and thoſe aboard the Strafford, 

who follow'd him, from firing. 


580 


In the mean time the Seamen had climbed up 93, rower 
the Walls of the Lower Battery, and ſtruck the Battery 


Colours, and then drew the Soldiers up after them ; Cen. 


to whom the Spaniards, who had retired to the upper 
Part of the Fort, ſoon after ſurrendered at Diſ- 
cretion. They all got ſafe on Shore but two 
Soldiers, Who were killed by the Small-Arms from 
the Caſtle. While the Soldiers were parle; ing to 
enter, the Sailors had climbed over the Walls at 
another Place, and hoiſted the Exgliſ Flag, 
which being perceived by the Soldiers, they got 
on one another's Shoulders over the Breaſt-works. 
One Man ſet himſelf cloſe under an Embraſure 
or Port-hole,, whilſt another climbed upon his 
Shoulders and entered under the Mouth of a 
great Gun. This ſo diſmay'd the Spaniards, that 
they threw down their Arms and fled to the top 
of the Caſtle ; from whence ſcaling backwards, 
they were ſeen to run into Woods by hundreds, 
and fly for their Lives. 


All the Boats Crews were on the Platform in three 2, Cagi 
Minutes after landing, and ſtruck the Spaniſh tano ſur- 
Flag of Defiance, hoiſting the EAgliſh Colours in nder. 


its Room. The Capitano and Officers which 
were in the Caſtle (whoſe Number was but "Y 
and thirty-five Men out of above 3oo, the reſt be- 
ing either killed and wounded or fled) ſhut 
themſelves up in a ſtrong Lodgment ; but upon 
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106 A DESCRIPTION | 
Mr. Broderick firing a Gun or two through the 
Door, they quickly opened it, and begged Quar. 
ter. Thus four Engliſh Ships, (for the Louiſa and 
Strafford were not come up) in two Hours, took 
this Iron Caſtle, which in the Hands of ſo many 
Engliſh Men, might have been defended againſt 
all the Naval Force of Spain. However, it iz 
agreed by all that the Governor-behaved very well, 
and killed, with his own Hand, ſeveral of his 

Men for running away. 
Defence T he Gloria and Geronimo Forts kept firing upon 
.made by the Engliſh Ships the whole Time of Action, which 
Gloria began about half an Hour after one in the After. 
cg. noon ; but moſt of their Shot either fell ſhon 
or flew over them. At length the Ships that 
went in before the Admiral having fallen to the 
Leward, after they had done their Fire, ſo as to 
be out of Sight of the Gloria Caſtle, and the Ad. 
miral's Ship lying open to it, they kept firing 
one of their longeſt Guns at him till Night: But 
not being within point-blank, they ſhot over or 
under like the former ; only one Ball went through 
the Head of the Fore-top-maſt, juſt above the 
Rigging, ſo that it did no harm. 

racked _ The Admiral, finding they fill continued their 
by the Ad. firing after the Loſs of the Iron-Caftle, tried 
mirals ſome of his Lower-Tier at them, which being 
Sli. new ſucceeded beyond Expectation. In a few 
Minutes ſhe was ſo fortunate as to ſtrike down 
the Flag-ſtaff of Gloria-Caſtle, and carrying 
it over into the Town, the Ball paſſed through 
ſeveral of the Houſes, and among the reſt the 
Governor's, none of them falling ſhort. They 
alſo ſunk a Sloop near Fort Geronimo. 
The . Conteſt laſted till Night put an end 
to the Engagement. Next Morning the Admiral 
| went 
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went on board Commodore Brown, where it was 
reſolved, in full Council, that as there was no 


in order to attack G/oria-Caſtle the Night following, 

as it would not have been practicable to attempr 

it in the Day-time. But they were ſaved this Gewerner 

Trouble and Delay by the Enemy's putting up Puerto 

a White Flag preſently after at the Caſtle, and 2 * 

ſending a Boat with a Flag of Truce to the Ad- 

miral, with the Governor's Adjutant and a Lieute- 

nant of a Man of War, or Guarda Coſta ; who 

brought the Conditions on which they deſired to 

capitulate, ſign'd by Don Franciſco Martinez de 

Retez, Governor of Puerto Bello, and Don 

Franciſco de Abaroa, Commandant of the Guarda 

Coftas at the ſame Place. Theſe Conditions were, 

That they would deliver up all the Fortifications, 

provided they might be allowed to march out . with 

the Honours of War ; have an Indemnity for them- 

ſelves, the Town, and the Inhabitants 5- and te per- 

mitted to poſſeſs all the Ships in the Harbour, The 

Admiral was willing to grant all the Articles bur 

the laſt, for he reſolved to have the Ships, being 

the very Ships which had done the Eng/iþ Mer- 

chants all the Injuries complained of in thoſe 

Coaſts, Accordingly, he drew up the Terms of 

Capitulation, which were to this Effect, That c,,9; io 

„ the Garriſon ſhould be allowed to march out granted by 

as deſired, on Condition the King of Great the Aumi- 

« Britain's Troops were put into poſleſſion of 6 

Gloria and Geronimo Caſtles by four a Clock J 

e in the Afternoon; that the Spaniſb Soldiers | 

* ſhould march out by ten a Clock next Morn- | 

„ ing, might have a Guard if they thought ne- 

«« ceflary, and carry off two Cannons mounted, 

with ten Charges of Powder, and their Match _— 
P 2 „ 
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cc lighted; that the Ships with their Apparel 
„ and Arms ſhould be delivered up ; but that 
« the Officers, Soldiers, and Crew ſhould have 
three Days allowed them to return with all their 
* Perſonal Effects, and only one Exgliſb Officer 
* be admitted on board each Ship and Veſſel 
& to take Poſſeſſion; that provided the Articles 
„ abovementioned were ſtrictly comply*d with, 
«© the Clergy, Churches and Town ſhould be 
«« protected and preſerved in all their Immuni- 
ties and all the Priſoners ſet at Liberty before 
«« he left the Port. 
The Calle "Theſe Articles, ſign'd by the Admiral and Com- 
delivered modore Brown, were ſent back with the Depu- 
2 ties to their Principals, who being allowed only 
a few Hours to come to a Reſolution, accepted 
the Conditions offered them within the Time li- 
mited z whereupon the Admiral ſent Captain 
Newton, who commanded the Detatchment of Sol- 
diets from Jamaica, before Night, with 120 of 
the ſaid Soldiers, to take poſſeſſion of Gloria-Caſtle 
and San Geronimo Fort. 
In Gloria-Ca/ile were found 120 Guns, 
200 Small-Arms and Blunderbuſſes, as many 
Swords, 200 Barrels of Powder, four large Mor- 
tars, ſeveral thouſands of Iron and Copper Balls; 
over and above the Guns and Ammunition in the 
Iron Caſtle. Of theſe Guns about 87 were Brals, 
Beſides the Guarda Coſtas and the Snow, there 
were in the Harbour four good N a Peri- 
agoa and a half Galley. 
They had alſo the good Luck to find 10, ooo 
Dollars hidden in a Cloſe-Stool, which the Ad- 
miral generouſly diſtributed among the King's 
Forces for their Encouragement, This Money 
had been ſent by the King of Spain-to pay the 
SGSGarriſon 
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Garriſon of Puerto Bello; but by good Luck to 
the Engliſh they had not received it. And indeed 
ſuch cowardly Fellows did not deſerve it. 
= The Crews of the Guarda Coſtas, and other 7he Crews 
8 Span; Ships in the Harbour, ſeeing the regular he 
and bold Attack that was made on the Ion Fort Guarda 
and deſpairing of being able to defend themſelves, — ** 
fell to plundering the Town the 21ſt, in the Town. 
Night, and committed great Outrages on the In- 
habitants, who implored the Admiral's Protection 
againſt them. F think this villainous Action 
ſhews plainly what has long been inſiſted on 
by our Merchants, that Guarda Coftas are no bet- 
ter than Pyrates. 
The Admiral was joined at Puerto Bello, on 
W the 27th of November ; by the Diamond Man of 
War, Captain Knowles ; and on the 29th by the 
Windſor, Captain Berkley, and the Angleſea, Cap- 
tain Reddiſh, he having left Orders at the Leeward 
Iſlands, for thoſe Ships to follow him. 

The Admiral took on board his Ships from the 
ſeveral Fortreſſes, 40 Pieces of Cannon, 10 Field 
Pieces, 4 Mortars, and 18 Patteraroes, all of 
Braſs; and rendered above 80 Iron Guns unſer- 
viceable, by knocking off the Trunnions and 
ſpiking them up. He alſo took on board all 
their Shot and Ammunition, excepting 122 Bar- 73, Ca/tles 
rels of Powder, which he expended in fpringing Suu up. 
Mines, whereby all the Fortifications of the Forts 
were blown up, and intirely demoliſhed, and the 
Harbour left open and defenceleſs. 

The principal Engineer in the Mining-Work 
was Captain Knowles, aſſiſted by Captain Boſcawen 
(who ſerved as a Volunteer, his Ship the Store- 
bam not being fit for Sea) and by Mr. Barnes 
Purſer of the Worceſter z who having been an 

| Officer 
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Officer in the Army, was very uſeful on this Oc. 
caſion. Commodore Brown had the chief Direction 
of what was done at G/oria-Caſtle and San Geronimo 
Fort; and Captain Watſon took care of the Exe- 
cution of all that was to be done at the Iron Fort, 
which was built on a Rock. The Walls of the 
Lower Battery conſiſting of 22 Guns were nine 
foot thick, and of a hard Stone, cemented with 
ſuch fine Mortar, that it was a long Work to 
make any Impreſſion in it to come to Mine at all, 
ſo that the blowing up took in all ſixteen or eigh- 
teen Days. al 

The two larger Caſtles with their LowerBatteries, 
and all the other Guns they had on the Mooriſh 
Parts of them, joined to the Battery on San Ge- 
ronimo Fort, rendred the Entrance of the Harbour 
very difficult and dangerous. 

On the 6th of December the Admiral was joined 
at Puerto Bello by the Sheerneſs, Capt. Stapleton, 
who had ſeized off Cartagena (where he was ſent 
to Cruize) two Veſſels, with Supplies of Ammu- 
nition, Stores, and Proviſions, going to that 
Place : Having taken in Water next Day, he was 
ſent again on the ſame Service. 

South Sea The Admiral during his Stay at Puerto Bello 

2 de. ſent a Letter to the Preſident of Panama, demand- 
ec . ing the Releaſement of the Factors and Servants 

of the South Sea Company, who were confined at 
that Place: In conſequence of which the Pre- 
ſident ſent an Officer with Mr. Humpbrys and 
Dr. Wrigbt, Factors, and alſo with the Servants 
of the South Sea Company, who delivered them 
co the Admiral. 

The Governor and Inhabitants of Puerto Bello 
expreſſed the greateſt Senſe of the Humanity and 
Genorſity with which they were treated by the 

WY. | Admiral, 
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yet all their Cruelty was exerciſed only againſt 
the Forts and Ships of their Enemies, whoſe Per- 
ſons they treated with more Clemency than could 
indeed be expected, conſidering the great Provo- 
cations they had received, *Tis true they met 
with ſome Diſappointment in not being ſuffer'd 
to plunder the, Town: But as War is declared, 
che Spaniards muſt not expect to meet with ſuch 
friendly Treatment hereafter, 


but went as merrily about their Work, as if they 
were going to ſee a Shew. In one of the Let- 
ters from Puerto Bello, we meet with this pleaſant 
Account of the taking of the [ron Caſtle. At 
the Landing of the Men, Capt. Downing, who 
was to command the Attack, called to the Sailors 
to halt, being deſirous of having them begin the 
Aſſault in regular Order; but one of the foremoſt 
(whoſe Name I would inſert here if I knew it) 
reply'd with a great Oath, Never let us halt be- 
fore we are lame, Captain, and ſo puſh'd on with 
the reſt after him ; and having climbed up to the 
firſt Battery ſtruck the Spaniſh Colours and clapt 
up an Engliſh Fack Pendant in their room : Which 
was no ſooner perceived by the Sailors on board 
the Ships, but they ſet up a general Huzza, and 
were ſeconded therein by thoſe on Shore. This 
put the Spaniards into ſuch a Conſternation, that 
ſome ran one way ſome another; ſo that the 
Governor, when they took poſſeſſion of the Place, 
had but one Man only 'to attend him, and that 
wo a Negro Slave. 

The 


Admiral, and the Squadron under his Command, Humanity 
For tho* the Engliſþ Sailors were never more of the Eng- 
alert and eager to take Revenge on the Spaniards, liſh. 


The chief Glory of this Action is certainly Bravery 
to be aſcribed to the Sailors, who hung no Tail, -e Sailbrs. 


A DESCRIPTION 


The Admiral received a very inſolent Letter 
from Don Blaß, the Spaniſh Admiral at Carta. 


and Ingra-gena, in return for ſome Officers he took care 
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co ſend him, wherein the Don {agreeably to the In- 
ſolence and Ingratitude of a Spaniard) tells him, 
among other Things, That his Clemency is not 
the Effett of Choice, but of Fear and that 7» 
take Cities and deſtroy Royal ÞFortifications, is an 
unuſual and unexpeited Way of making Repriſal;, 

This Letter, we are told, nettled the Admiral 
a good deal, and not without Reaſon, to lee 
his Courteſy ſo ill requited ; though what better 
could be expected from a Spaniard ? Cowardice, 
Cruelty and Infolence, being inſeparable Com- 
panions : But I believe the Don has had Reaſon 
to repent of his Forwardneſs before this Time; 
Admiral Vernon having in his Paſſage to Chagri, 
made bold to throw about 350 Bombs into Car- 
tagena, which almoſt conſum'd it, and perhaps 
payed him a Viſit in his return. 

Bur for all the Don's bouncing in his Letter, 
he durſt not venture out to ſave the City from the 
Misfortune which he had brought upon it. 


Cowards inſult the Brave, but dare not face them, 


And perhaps he may be called to Account 
for bringing Ruin on the fineſt City in 
America next to Mexico, by provoking Language, 
which he had not Courage to ſupport ; as *tis ſaid, 
Don de Retez has been for the Ruin of the Fortifica- 
tions of Puerto Bello, by an over-haſty Surrender. 


SECT, 
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/ Admiral Vernon's taking and blowing up 

4 the Cath of Chagre. | 


* E Admiral being ſenſible that the diſ. Admiral 
mantling Puerto Bello would not anſwer the Vernon 
Ends propoſed ſo long as the Caſtle of San 7. Li 15 
renzo, at the Mouth of the Chagre, remain'd in oe 
the Hands of the Spaniards, he reſolved to take 
it trom them, and thereby effectually ſtop up the 
Trade between; Spain and the South Sea, which 
might ſtill be carried on by Means of that River 
and in reality, a great deal of Treaſure and. 
Merchandizes were convey'd that Way from Pa- 
namd to Cartagena, of which ſome rich. Prizes, 
intercepted in their Paſſage by our Ships, were a 
Proof. | | 

HEzREvPON the Admiral having refitted his 
Ships at Jamaica, on the 25th of February ſer 
ſail from Port Royal on this new Expedition with 
ſix Men of War, two Bomb-Ketches, two Fireſhips, 
and three Tenders: The 3d of March he came be- 
fore Cartagena, and bombarded it, as has been be- Bombards 
fore mentioned, without receiving any Damage Cartage- 
from the Town, into which the Shells fel! pretty." 
ſucceſsfully; particularly into the principal Church, 
the Jeſuits College, and the Cuſtom-Houſe, and 
beat down ſeveral-Houles between them. On the 
10th he weighed with his Squadron, and making 
the Signal for the Line of Battle coaſted the 
Shore towards Boca chica. The Spaniards fired 
at him from the ſmall Caſtles without Boca chica, | 


. 
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but none of their Shot reached him; and having 
left the Windſor and Greenwich to cruize off that 
Port, he failed for Puerto Bello to repair the Da- 
mages his ſmall. Craft had received. He at. 
rived there the 14th, and on the 22d ſet out for 
Caſtle of the River Chagre, ordering Captain Herbert in the 
3 Norwich to make all the Sail he could in before 
3orsinrs, him, with the Bomb-Ketches, and all the Fireſhips 
ed. and Tenders to play on the Caſtle of Chaęri. 
| Captain Knowles, who acted as Engineer on board 
the Bomb-Ketches, got to anchor by three in the 
Afternoon, and began bombarding and cannon- 
ading that Evening; and by ten at Night the 
Admiral got alſo to an Anchor with his own Ship 
the S rafford, the Falmouth and the Louiſa that 
followed him. He continued bombarding and 
connonading, with three Ships, firing leiſurely 
only from their Lower-Tiers, til] eleven o' Clock 
on Monday the 24th, when the Spaniards hung 
out a Flag of Truce from the Fort, which the 
Admiral anſwered ; and ſtopped all firing as ſoon 
as polſible, ſending Captain Knowles on Shore, 
who ſoon returned with Don Juan Carlos Gutierez 
de Zavalios, Captain of Foot, and Caſtillano, or 
Governor of the Caſtle of San Lorenzo, to whom 
the Admiral granted the following Conditions: 
Surrerders ** That the ſaid Caſtillano and all his Garriſon 
en Condi- . ſhould be at Liberty to march out and retire 
#1015, <« into the Village of Ch4pre, or where elſe they 
«« pleaſed 3 that the Inhabitants of Chagre might 
„ remain under a Promiſe of Security for their 
«« Perſons and Houſes; that the Guarda Coſta 
« Sloops and Cuſtom Houſe ſhuuld be delivered 
« up in the Condition they were in; and that 
« the Clergy and Churches in the Town ſhould 
«© be protected and preſerved. 55 
. ; 6 
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of PUERTO BELLO. „ 
Tus Capitulation being ſigned; the Caſtillano Coptain 
was ſent aſhore again with Captain Knowles, whom Knowles 
the Admiral appointed Governor of the Caſtle, with 2 44 
five Lieutenants,: and an hundred and twenty Men, 
who took Poſſeſſion of it by three o Clock in the 
Afrernoon. The ſame Evening Captain 'Knowles 
ſent and placed a Guard on the Cuſtom Houle, 
which ſtood on the oppoſite Side of the River ; 
and the Admiral going on ſhore himſelf by Day- 
break next Morning to give all neceſſary Orders, 
found the Cuſtom-Houſe full of Goods for the 
Lading of the Galleons, ſuch as Guayaquil, Cocao, 
Feſuits Bark, and Spaniſh Wool; and gave Orders 
for their being immediately ſhipped off, amount 
ing to no leſs than 4300 Serons and Bags. 
Trax two Guarda Coſta Sloops in the River The 
(which were all the Guarda Coſtas left in theſe Parts) Suarda 
were ſunk juſt above the Cuſtom Houſe; Car- 1 
nters having been ordered to break up their 5%% de- 
Decks and entirely deſtroy them. The Cuſtom ro. 
Houſe being cleared by the 28th, was filled with 
cumbuſtible Matter of the neighbouring Huts, «. 
and burned to the Ground. = | 
TRE 29th in the Morning, the Braſs Cannon 
(which were eleven Guns — as many Pateraroes) 
and a good Part of the Gafriſon being embark- 
ed, the Mines were ſprung under the Lower Baſ- 
tion, which entirely demoliſh'd it. Then two 22 
Mines were ſprung to blow up ſome of the upper 0 
Parts of the Works: After which, all the Inner 
Buildings of the Caſtle were ſet on Fire, and 
burned the whole Night. On the goth the Ad- 
mira] put to Sea with his Squadron, and on the 
iſt of April in the Evening got to the Mouth of 
Puerto Bello Harbour, where he was joined by 
the Windſor and Greenwich the ſame Day, and on 
| Q2 the 
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but none of their Shot reached him; and having 
left the Windſor and Greenwich to cruize off - that 
Port, he failed for Puerto Bello to repair the Da- 
mages his ſmall. Craft had received. He at. 
rived there the 14th, and on the 22d ſet out for 
Caſtle of the River Chagre, ordering Captain Herbert in the 
ro wag Norwich to make all the Sail he could in before 
Bonded. him, with the Bomb-Ketches, and all the Fireſhips 
ed. and Tenders to play on the Caſtle of Chagęri. 
Captain Knowles, who acted as Engineer on board 
the Bomb-Ketches, got to anchor by three in the 
Afternoon, and began bombarding and cannon- 
ading that Evening; and by ten at Night the 
Admiral got alſo to an Anchor with his own Ship 
the Sirafford, the Falmouth and the Louiſa that 
followed him. He continued bombarding and 
connonading, with three Ships, firing leiſurely 
only from their Lower-Tiers, till eleven o*Clock 
on Monday the 24th, when the Spaniards hung 
out a Flag of Truce from the Fort, which the 
Admiral anſwered ; and ſtopped all firing as ſoon 
as poſſible, ſending Captain Knowles on Shore, 
who ſoon returned with Don Juan Carlos Gutierez 
de Zavallos, Captain of Foot, and Caſtillano, or 
Governor of the Caſtle of San Lorenzo, to whom 
the Admiral granted the following Conditions 
Surrezters ** That the ſaid Caſtillano and all his Garri ſon 
en Condi- e ſhould be at Liberty to march out and retire 
Hions, c into the Village of Ch4pre, or where elſe they 
pleaſed 3 that the Inhabitants of Chagrẽ might 
remain under a Promiſe of Security for their 
Perſons and Houſes; that the Guarda Coſta 
Sloops and Cuſtom Houſe ſhuuld be delivered 
© up in the Condition they were in; and that 
the Clergy and Churches in the Town ſhould 
be protected and preſerved,” “ = 
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of PUERTO BELLO. 3 
Tux Capitulation being ſigned; the Caſtillano Captain 
was ſent aſhore again with Captain Kzow/es, whom Knowles 
the Admiral appointed Governor of the Caſtle, with 2 * 
five Lieutenants, and an hundred and twenty Men, 1 
who took Poſſeſſion of it by three o' Clock in the 
Afrernoon. The ſame Evening Captain [Knowles = 

ſent and placed a Guard on the Cuſtom Houle, 

which ſtood on the oppoſite Side of the River ; | 
and the Admiral going on ſhore himſelf by Day- q 
break next Morning to give all neceſſary Orders, 
found the Cuſtom-Houſe full of Goods for the 

Lading of the Galleons, ſuch as Guayaquil, Cocao, 

Feſuits Bark, and Spaniſh Wool ; and gave Orders 

for their being immediately ſhipped off, amounts 

ing to no leſs than 4300 Serons and Bags. 

THrzx two Guarda Coſta Sloops in the River The 
(which were all the Guarda Coſtas left in theſe Parts) Suarda 
were ſunk juſt above the Cuſtom Houſe ; Car- . and 
po having been ordered to break. up their 5 hs; 

ecks and entirely deſtroy them. The Cuſtom reed. 
Houſe being cleared by the 28th, was filled with 
cumbuſtible Matter of the neighbouring Huts, « . 
and burned to the Ground, | 

TAE 29th in the Morning, the Braſs Cannon 
(which were eleven Guns ine as many Pateraroes) 
and a good Part of the Gafriſon being embark- 
ed, the Mines were ſprung under the Lower Baſ- , 
tion, which entirely demoliſh'd it. Then two %%. 
Mines were ſprung to blow up ſome of the upper 12 
Parts of the Works: After which, all the Inner 
Buildings of the Caſtle were ſet on Fire, and 
burned the whole Night. On the goth the Ad- 
mira] put to Sea with his Squadron, and on the 
it of April in the Evening got to the Mouth of 
Puerto Bello Harbour, where he was joined by 
the Vindſor and Greenwich the ſame Day, and on 
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the third by the „ . he _ left at Ta 
maica to be repaired.” / 

The 25th of April, when Uh Expreſa! came 
away, the Admiral was under the Grand Baru ot 
Varu Iſland, near Cartagena, and perphaps blew 
up Boca chica, and burned 8 Blas's 8 en 
before he went Me; | 
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of the rating of the Caſtle of Cha gre * Capt 


Morgan. 


Captain AP Marga the Year after he had Foal 

Morgan Puerto Bello, reſolving to undertake: ſome 

fits ie, new Expedition againſt the Spaniards, gathered a 

lange Fleet. Fleet of no leſs than thirty-ſeven' Ships. The 
Admiral was mounted with twenty-two great Iron 
Guns and fix ſmall ones of Braſs; the reſt carried 
twenty, eighteen, or ſixteen, and the ſmalleſt Vel 
ſel at leaſt four. They were provided with great 
Quantities of Ammunition and Fire- balls, with 
other Inventions of Powder; and the Fleet was 
mann'd with two- hundred fighting Men, beſides 
Sailors and Boys. 

EveRy thing being in order for ſetting; out, 
three Places were propoſed for the Attempt, , viz, 
Cartagena, La Vera Cruz, and Panamd; ot which 
the laſt was pitch'd upon, as being Judged: the 
richeſt Place. 

Bu T before they went updn this Party, they 
determined to recover the Iſland of Santa Cata- 
lina, or Providence, mentioned p. 31. and force 
the Caſtle of San Lorenzo at the Mouth of the Cha- 
gre, which laſt was abſolutely neceſſary for open- 
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of PUERTO BEETO. 115 
ing a Way to Panamd and ſecurimg their Retreat. 

Tu EV ſoon got Poſſeſſion of Providence by Takes the 
the Treachery of the Governor, and having /andof 
hired ſome of the Banditti, or Out- la ved Spaniards, Provi- 
for their Guides to Panama, Capt. Morgan ” lenco. 
dered four Ships and one Boat with four hundred 
Men, under the Command of Capt. Brodely (a 
Perfon famous among the Pyrates, and dreaded 
by the Spamards) as'V ice- Admiral, to ſail for the 
River Chagre; he ſtaying behind with the reſt 
of the Fleet, for fear, if he ſhould appear him- 
ſelf with ſo great a Force, the Spaniards' might 
ſuſpe& his farther Deſign upon Panamd. '' ” 

un EE Days after their Departure the Ships cls if 
arrived within Sight of the Caſtle of San Lorenzo. San Lo- 
This Caſtle was built upon a high Hill at the renzo 40. 
Entry of the River Cbagre, on the Leſt- hand or bed. 
eaſtern Side of it, and ſurrounded with Paliſados 
or wooden Walls: Which were ſo well terraſſed, 
that they were as ſtrong as the beſt Walls made 
of Brick or Stone, The Top of this Hill is di- 
vided, as it were, into two Parts, between which 
lay a Ditch thirty Foot in Depth, covered with a 
Draw-Bridge, for going into the Caſtle, which 
had but one Entrance. On the Land- ſide it had 
four Baſtions, that of the Sea containing only two 
more. On the South- ſide it was wholly inacceſſible, 
on account of the extream Steepneſs of the Moun- 
tain; the North- ſide whereof is encompaſſed by 
the River; which in this Part is very broad. At 
the Foot of the Hill ſtood a ſtrong Fort with 
eight Cannon, which commanded the Mouth of 
the River, and farther to defend it a little lower 
were two other Batteries, each mounted with ſix 
Pieces of Cannon. At one Side of the Caſtle 
were two great Storehouſes, filled with all wy _ IF 
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warlike Ammunition and Merchandize, brought 
thither from the Inland Parts; and near the Houſes 
a high Pair of Stairs hewn out of the Rock, by 
which they. aſcend. to the Top of the Caſtle. On 
the Weſt- ſide of this Fortreſs was a ſmall Port, 
not above ſeven or eight Fathom deep, but very 
fit for ſmall Veſſels, and affording a good Ancho. 
rage. Beſides all this, there lies at the Entrance 
of the River a great Rock, ſcarce to be perceived 
above Water, unleſs when the Tide is low. 

As ſoon as the Spaniards: perceived the Ships 
to approach, they began to fire at them continually 
with the biggeſt of their Guns: But they did no 


Damage to the Freebooters, who came to an An- 


chor in a ſmall Port about a League from the 
Caſtle. Next Morning they landed and marched 
through the Woods to attack it on that Side: But 
the Way was ſo difficult and full of Mire, that 
it was two in the Afternoon before they got thi- 
ther. What was worſe, the Road in the Approach 
lying near the Caſtle, and being quite open with. 
out any Shelter, they at firſt, loſt many of their 
Men by the Shot from the Caſtle, to which they 


 » 


were wholly: expoſed. This perplexed them 
greatly, nor could they tell what Courſe: to take, 
ſince they were under a Neceſſity of making the 
Attack on that Side, where, being uncovered from 
Head to Foot, they could not advance one Ste 
without Danger. Beſides, the Caſtle appeared io 
ſtrong, as well from its Situation as Fortifications, 
that they began to doubt much of the Succels of 
the Enterprize: But to give it over they dared 
not, leſt they ſhould be reproached and ſcarned 
by their Companions. | | 


Arx laſt, after many Debates upon the Occaſion, 
they reſolved to hazard their Lives in * 


of PUERTO BELLO. 119 
the Place after the moſt deſperate manner. Ac- | 
cordingly they advariced towards' the Caſtle with 

their Swords in one Hand and Fireballs in the 

other, while the Spaniards fired at them continu- 

ally with their Guns and Muſkets, crying our 

with all, Come on, ye Engliſh Dogs, ' Enemies to 

God and our King : Let your other Companies which 

are behind come on too: Ye ſhall not go to Panama | 
this Bout, The Bucaniers, having made ſome 
Trial to ſcale the Walls, were forced to retreat, = 
and reſted till Night; which being come they re- | 
turned to the Aſſault to try if by Help of their 1 
Fireballs they could prevail, and break down the 3 
Palliſadoes. While they were attempting this 23. Cal q 
Work, there happened a remarkable Accident, Hired 4c- | 
to which their Succeſs may be attributed: For et. a 
one of the Beſiegers having been wounded in the 

Back with an Arrow, which pierced him through 

the Body, and came out at the Side of his Breaſt, 

he inſtantly pulled it out with great Courage, and 

putting it into his Muſket with a little Cotton 

wrapp' d about it, ſhot it back towards the Caſtle. 

The Cotton kindling with the Powder, and 

the Arrow alighting on a Houſe thatched with 
Palm-Leaves, whereof there were two or three 

in the Caſtle, ſet them on fire, which meeting 

with a Parcel of Gunpowder, before the Spaniards 

perceiv'd it, blew the ſame up, and did a great 

deal of Miſchief. This threw the Beſieged into 

a terrible Conſternation, and while they were bu- 

fied in extinguiſhing the Flames, which they were 

the more puzzled how to do for want of Water, 

the Bucaniers took the Opportunity and ſet Fire 

to the Paliſados, in ſeveral Parts at once, This 

added much to the Aſtoniſhmenr of the Spaniards, 

who now ſaw it blazing about them on every 
= 56 Side; 
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A DBSCRITTo N 
Side; and as the Pales burned down, the Earth 


fell in Heaps into the Ditch, and made ſeveral, 
Breaches in the Wall, over which the Znglib 


climbed in Spight of all the Oppoſition given 
them by thoſe left to defeat it, who caſt; down 
upon them Stink-Pots fill'd with combuſtible 
Matter, whereby many of the Aſſailants were 
deſtroyed. 


The wooden Before Midnight the Palliſadoes were intirely 


Walls 
burned 
dotun. 


I Breach © 


gained, . 


burned down, notwithſtanding the utmoſt- Endea. 
vours of the Spaniards to prevent it; which the 
Engliſh taking Advantage of, although the Fire 
was great, they would creep on the Ground as 
nigh to it as they could, and ſhoot through the 


Flames againſt the Spaniards they could perceive 


on the other Side, and thus KilPd many on the 
Walls. When Day appeared they found the 
moveable Earth that lay betwixt the Pales al moſt 
all fallen into the Ditch, ſo that thoſe within the 
Caſtle lay in a mannef equally expoſed as them- 
ſelves : Which giving the Beſiegers a greater Ad- 
vantage than ever, they killed a great Number 
of Spaniards; for the Governor had ordered them 
not to leave thoſe Poſts where the Ditch was moſt 
filled with Earth, and cauſed the Artillery to'be 
carried to the Breaches. ds. 

Tus although the Walls were ſo much de- 
moliſhed, the Spaniards ſtill continued firing at 
the Engliſb, who to put a Stop to it kept ſhooting 
inceſſantly at them. One Part of them was em- 
ployed wholly in this Service, while another was 


commanded to watch every Motion of the Spa- 


#iards,. and take all Advantages againſt them. At 
laſt about Noon the Exgliſſʒ happened to gain a 
Breach, defended by the Governor himſelf with 
twenty-five Soldiers, who made a moſt courageous 

| f Reſiſtance 
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Belicgers $. forced their Way, till at length they 
gained the Caſtle. The Spazigrds ſeeing all loſt 
caſt the mlel Ives headlong from the Top of. the 
Rock into the Sea, chuling rather to die that Deat 
than aſle Quarter. The 2 — intending. ah 
to defend himſelf, , retreated ta the Corps de Guarde, 
before-which were placed two Pieces of Cannon: 
But at laſt he was killed with a Muſket-ſhot in 
the Head. Whereupon the reſt ſarrendered, to the 
Number of thirty Men ; which were all chat re- 
main'd out of three hundred and fourteen in Gar- 
riſon; and of thoſe thirty ſcarce ten were unwound- 
ed, nor was there one Officer left alive; which 
muſt be confeſſed was a ſurprizing Reſiſtance for 
Spaniards. 

Tux thirty Men were made Priſoners, and 
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compelled. to relate whatever they knew of the ;;2, f be 


Deſign of the Engliſh. Among other Things Priſeners. 


they ſaid that eight or nine of their own Soldiers 
had deſerted and gone to Panamd, to carry the 
News, of their Arrival; that the Governor of 
that City had notice ſent him three Weeks before 
from Cartagena, how the Engliſb were equipping 
a Fleet at Hiſpaniola with a Delign to pay him a 
Viſit 3. that this had been diſcovered by a Deſerter 
from them at Rio de la Hacha, where they pro- 
vided their Fleet with Corn; that on this Advice 
the ſaid Governor had ſent 164 Men to re-inforce 
the Garriſon of San Lorenzo, which conſiſted only 
of 1509, with much Proviſion and warlike Am- 
munition; that he had. likewiſe placed Ambuſcades 
all along the River Ch4gre, and waited their com- 
ing in the open Field before Pauamd, wich 3600 
Men. ee So” 
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Al ef the TRE taking of this Caſtle coſt the Bucaniers 
Bucaniers, very dear, for they loſt above 100 Men, beſides 
| 70 wounded ; which was a great Number in com- 

ariſon of what they uſed to loſe at other Times: 
ay, 460 of them, or fewer, took Puerto Bello the 
- Year before, and all the Caſtles one after the other 
- with leſs Difficulty. Admiral Vernon in like man- 
ner took the famous Iron Caſtle at Puerto 
Bello in two Hours, but was from three in 
the Afternoon on Saturday till ten on Monday 
Morning bombarding the Caſtle of San Lorenzo: 
which 'ſhews this Exploit 1s ſcarce to be deemed 
inferior to the former, The Caſtle was much 
ſtronger than in Morgan's Time, having fince then 

been built with Stone. | 
Their Ex- THz Priſoners were commanded to caſt the dead 
ce Bodies of their own Men down from the Top of 
the Mountain to the Sca- ſide, and afterwards bu 
them. The Wounded were carried into the Churc 
belonging to the Caſtle; where alfo the Women 
were ſhut up, ſo that it was made a Place of 

Proſtitution as well as an Hoſpital. Capt. Morgan, 

having had Notice of the taking of the Caſtle, 

arrived at the Chagre in eight Days with all his 

Fleet; which were ſo over-joyed to ſee the Enghſþ 

Colours put forth thereon, that, not minding their 

Way into the River, four of their Ships, among 

which the Captain's was one, tan upon the Rock 

before-mentioned, and were loft, but the Men and 

Goods were ſaved, Capt. Morgan was brought 

into the Caſtle with great Acclamations of Joy ; 

and having been informed of the whole Tranſac- 
tion, ordered the Priſoners to repair what was 
neceſſary and ſet up new Paliſdos, about the 

Forts depending. on the Caſtle. . 
Tux RE were ſtill in the River ſome Spaniſþ 

Veflcls called Cha7ten, which ſerve for tranſport- 
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ing Merchandize up and down it, and to go to vue 14 
Puerio Bello and Nicaragua. They are commonly 4% in tbe 
mounted with two great Iron Guns and four ſmall River. 


ones of Braſs. Theſe they ſeized on, together 
with all the ſmall Ships and all the Canows. Af- 
ter which Capt. Morgan, leaving a Garriſon of 
five hundred Men in the Caſtle, and one hundred 
and fifty more on board the Ships, ſet out on 
the 8th of Auguſt, 1669, at the Head of 1200 Men 
for Panamd : Of which Expedition we ſhall fay 
nothing here. On the gth of March following 
he returned to the Caſtle of „ from whence 
he ſent a great Boat to Puerto Bello, demanding 
a conſiderable Ranſom for the ſame, threatening 
otherwife to deſtroy it. The Anſwer was, they 
would not give one Farthing; and that the Eng- 
liſ might do with it what they pleaſed. Where- 
upon, having ordered the Ordnance ta be carried 
on board his Ship, he cauſed the greater Part of 


the Walls to be demoliſhed, the Buildings burned, 


and as many other Things ruined as the Shortneſs 
of Time would allow. This done he went ſecretly 
on board his own Ship, and ſet fail privately for 
Jamaica, leaving moſt Part of the Fleet behind 
in great Diſcontent at their Dividend of the Booty, 
the Bulk whereof they ſaid he concealed and 
carried off: Which diſhoneſt Action, if Fact, 
mult tarniſh the Glory of the Leader. 
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The Deſeription of the Ti Own and its Hort. 


Tur Name of Ta Vera Cru belong 's to 


two Towns ſituate in New Spain, iq the 
Province of Tlaſcalla at the bottom of the Bay 
of Mexico, One is called La Vera Cruz Vita, o 


Old La Vera Cruz: The other La Vera Cruz 


Ou La 


Nueva, or New La Vera rux. 
: Old La Vera, Cruz ſtands: on, the Coaſt ſixty 


VeraCruz, Leagues from Mexico, about three Quarters of 2 


8 Here Cor- 


te: landed 


Mile from the Shore. The Place was firſt diſco- 
vered by Grijalva in 1518. Next Year Cortez 
built a Town here, and with a great deal of Ce- 
remony gave it the Name of Villa Ricca de l 
Vera Crux. It was called Villa Ricca on. Ac- 
count of «he Gold that was found there by Gri- 
jalva; and the Surname of La Vera Cruz was Ad- 


ded becauſe they had arrived on Good Friday. Ro- 


ger Bodenham, who was there in 1364, mentions 
alſo this Name of Villa Ricca as belonging to it. 

Tris Place is famous for the landing of the 
great Hernando Cortez, who conquered Mexico, and 


here executed that noble and before unheard-of Piece 


of Policy, to ſink the Ships which brought the firſt 
Spaniards thither, that they might think of no- 
thing bi Conqueſt, by deſtroying all Hopes of 
ever 
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ſelves againſt Millons of Indian; and here wete .. . 3 
| appointed the firſt Officers. Milicaty and Civit, * | 
the Spahiards on the Continent. 
| In Tompſon's Tie, 1556, it had not above: 30d 
| Families, and ſeryel, only for landibg the Goods, 
and trading with the Marcharit and Factors. 
Ix ſtands in a 0 Plain; on one Side N 
the River, and the other is encompaſſed with : 
Sand, driven Hom time to time from the Shore 
by tempeſtuous Weather. 

The Country about is all flat Land; abi a Mite 
from the Sea is a, great Wilderteſs. aboundin 
with red Deer, which the Mariners when they had 
a Mind uſed to go and kill. The River runs on 
the South Side of the Town, and ſome part of the 
Year is quite dry; yet it commonly runs ver 
ſtrong, and according to Carranza, in calm Wea- 
‚ ther, throws the Ship out from the Coaſt, ſo mn 
| in failing from Punta del Gada to San Juan de © 
| Laa, the beſt way is k keep in 16 Fathom Wa- 

ter, which is the Channel, 

Herrera ſays, it contain-d Above two hundred 
Spaniſh Families, and had a Royal Treaſury, and 
a Houſe of Contractation, which doubtleſs now 
it has not, The Market-place is in the Middle 
of the Town. where there are two great Elm 
Trees. 

TuISs City! is encompaſſed with Woods of va- 
rious Kinds; among the F ruit-trees are Oranges, 
Lemons, Guiaves, Se. 

Tas Woods are ſtored with Birds, as Popin- 
Jays, ſome as large as Ravens, and their Tails as 
long as the Pheaſants: Many ſorts of Purple- 
colour*d Birds, and very pretty little Monkeys. 
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and Officers of Ships died of Diſtempers, eſpe. 


Bad Port. 


to ſecure it from the Violence of the Northern 


here; they received the Goods from the Shigs, and 


A DESCRIPTION 
'TwzxnTy Years ago, the Children died hen 
us ſoon as they were born, but now [that is, | 
1572] 'tis not ſo, | 
*Tis ſubject to many Diſeaſes, occaſioned 
the great Heat and Muſkatos or Gnats, hot 
Bite cauſes the Fleſh to {well as if venomous, an 
many die of it, They bite People when aſlery, 
and moſt infeſt Strangers. Many of the Seama 


cially ſuch as were not uſed to the Country, why 
by walking in the Heat of the Day, eating Frut 
to Exceſs, and lying with the Women, contraQe 
Calentures, from which few eſcaped Death. 
Chilton relates that Women were never deliver 
in this Place, for as ſoon as they perceived them. 
ſelves with Child they got into the Country u 
avoid the Air, which is very infectious, although 
they uſed every Morning to drive above 2000 Heat 
of Cattle through the Town, in order to carry of 
the noxious Vapours proceeding from the Earth, 
THro” Ships for a long time did unlade here, 
yet the Port continued Wt a ſhort Space: fa 
the Harbour proving too dangerous for Ships, (be- 
ing nothing but an open Road without any Iſland 
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Winds, which are always dangerous on this Coaſt) 
the Spaniards removed the Port to the Iſtand 
of San Juan de Ulbua, which is before New /a Ver 
Cruz, where their Ships found the firſt ſafe Road 
by reaſon of a Rock, [or rocky Iſland] which i 
a great Defence againſt thoſe Winds; and to per. 

tuate the Diſcovery, transferred alſo the Name 
of La Vera Cruz to the new Port- So long as 
this continued to be the Scale or Landing-place, 
all the Factors of the Spaniſh Merchants dwelt 


laded them with Merchandize and Treaſure tor their 
Return 


of LA VERA CRUZ. 


Return to Spain. They were about 400, who 


emained only during the time the Spani/# Fleet 
as unlading and lading again, and that is from 
he End of Auguſt to the Beginning of April: 
After which, to avoid the Inconveniencies of the 
Air, they retired to Aalapa, a Town 16 Miles 
Miles within Land, in a very healthy Soll. 


127 


3 


From the Port they carried the Goods in ſmall Landing. 


Veſſels or Barks called Frigates to the Town, by Place re- 


means of the River on which it ſtands : But as v,. 


the unlading Ships here took up four or five 
Months, on account of its Diſtance from the Port, 
for this reaſon in Herrera's time, 1601, they 
unladed their Fleets in the Port of Buytron (fo 
called from a Houſe there built by one Buytron) 
about 800 Paces from the Port or Iſle of San Juan 
de Ulua. Here the unlading was finiſhed in ſix 
Weeks; for the Sake of which Conveniency they 
were then beginning to build a Town therez which 
was the Original of New La Vera Cruz. 


Tris latter Town ſtands by the Sea-ſide about yew La 
15 or 16 Miles to the South-Eaſt or S. S. E. of VeraCruz. 


the Old Town; twelve Leagues to the N. W. of 
the River Alverado, according to Dampier, tho? 
by Pilots its reckon'd 24; and 60 Spaniſh Leagues 
from Mexico one way, and 65 another. Some 
make it 70 Leagues, others more, reckoning 4 


common Ialian Miles, of 75 in a Degree, to a 


League. 


Accorpins to the Plan in the Seat of War it is Magnitude 
of an oval Figure, broad at the South-Eaſt End Buildig.. 


and narrow at the North-weſtern : it is about half 
a Mile long and two Furlongs in Breadth. The 
Streets are ſtrait as a Line, and the Buildings re- 
gular; though all of them, Houſes, Churches and 
Cloyſters, are built of Timber and Boards, at 
leaſt they were ſo in Gage's time; which is the 


realon 
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| on "the Sound 
"Rok from the Sout _— is Kyper, till z 
., cores cloſe to; the Town, and then paſſes N. E. 
tothe Sea; mar Which its Stream dividipg makes 
little Ile, "which dies in the Mouth of 'gthy » 
Label. TusRRE are no. Nobility here, of A 5 
tants. of Quality, though there is Tear IO 
in the World. Maoft of the Inha 
lattos, of a tawny dark, Colour. 
latios call 3 white, alfecting to 9 — 
ſo, as well as by way of Diſtinction frem thei 
Negro Slaves. Theſe latter often, haying pick't 
up a good deal of Money, ranſom themſelves and 
become conſiderable Merchants, The Numbe 
of Inhabitants does not exceed 3000, but they 
are all Merchants or Factors, ſome of whom at: 
very rich; in ſhort he is look*d upon as an incon- 
ſiderable Fellow who is not worth 100,000 Pound 
at leaſt. 
Nehmen. T REV live moſtly upon Chocolate and Sweet 
meats, are extraordinary ſober, and eat little Fleſh, 
Tux Men are haughty : the Women keep 16 
tired above Stairs that they may not be ſeen by 
Strangers, whoſe Converſation they could  othet 
wiſe-like very well. They ſeldom go abroad, and 
when they do it is in Coaches or Chairs, if. they 
are People of Figure : The reſt, who cannot afford 
it, go covered with: fine ſilk Veils, reaching from 
the Crown of their Heads to their Feet, wich 
only a ſmall Opening on the Right - ſide for then 
to ſee their Way. In their own Apartments theſ 
wear bothing but a Smock and filk ak 
ace 


* 


F LAVERA CRUZ. 129 
laced with Gold or Silver, and nothing at all on 
their Heads, only their Hair platted with Ribbon. 

However for Ornament they have a Gold Chain 
about their Neck, Bracelets of the ſame, and 
Emerald Pendants at their Ears. 

Taz Men underſtand Trade very well, but Charas: 
being fond of State and Eaſe, are lothful and 7. * 
averſe to Labour. They are very ſuperſtitious, 
wear great Strings of Beads about their Necks, and 
fill their Houſes with Pictures and Images of their 
Saints. > 

Tux Air is very hot and unhealthy when any 2 * 
Wind blows except the North, which riſes com- . 
monly once in 8 or 15 Days, and holds for 20 or 
24 Hours; blowing ſo hard that there is no going 
aſhore from the Ships; and then the Cold is very 
piercing. The unhealthy Seaſon is chiefly from 
about April to November, becauſe it rains almoſt 
continually all that time; and from Nævember to 
April again, the Wind and Sun, tempering each | 
other without Rain, make the Place pleaſant. i 

THE hot or ſickly Country continues for 45 
Miles towards Mexico, and then a more temperate 
Country begins. Dangerous Fluxes are cauſed by 
eating too much Fruit, and then drinking too ea- 
gerly of the Water; of which Exceſſes hundreds 
of thoſe who went over with Gage died. 

Wren the Weather is clear one can plainly 
diſcern two Mountains, which are in the Road to 
Mexico, riſing above the Clouds, and 40 Leagues 
diſtant, all covered with Snow, [ whence called by 
many Snow-Hil).] 

*T is ſeated in a barren ſandy Plain encom- Situation, 
paſſed with Mountains, beyond which are Woods | 
and Meadows well ſtocked with Cattle and Wild- 
fowl. Gage went round it in 1625, and found the 
Situation to be ſandy except on the South Welt ' 
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A DESCRIPTION. 


Side, where the Soil is marſhy and full of Bogs: 
to which, join'd to the great Heats, the Unhealthi. 
neſs of the Air many be attributed, The Author 
of the Compleat Geographer tells us, the North 
Wind drives the Sand ſo that it almoſt overwhelm 
the Houſes, and has actually buried the Walls of 
the Town, which People now conſtantly ride over: 
But this muſt be underftood of the Old City. 

ABourT La Vera Crux there are a ſort of Thorn 
Buſhes, without Leaves; among which there grows 
an extraordinary Plant: for though it has but a 
ſmall Stem, yet it ſhoots out Leaves of a Cabbage- 
green, thick as a Man's Finger, which grow out, 
one at the End of another, in the Shape of a 
Racket, from whence the Plant has that Name, 
From the Leaf there grows a fort of red Figs, 
with Seeds like thoſe of the Pomegranate, full of 
Juice of a Violet Colour, but ill- taſted; yet a fort 
of Flies that cleave to this Fruit are ſo fond of it 
that they eat of it *rill' they burſt and fall down 
dead, Theſe dead Flies are carefully gathered 
and dried, being the Cochinilla, which is brought 
into Europe, and makes that beautiful ſcarlet Dye. 

Tn Birds and Beaſts are much the ſame as in 
other Countries of America, There is a ſort of 
Bird all over red, which for that Reaſon is call'd 
the Cardinal, This they often tame and teach to 
ſing like a Canary Bird. 

In Gage's time this Place was not ſtrong ; all 
its Strength, according to him, conſiſted in the 
dangerous and difficult Entrance into the Port, and 
in the Caſtle of St. John de Ulhua, which had but a 
Night Garriſon of Soldiers: For in the Town 
there was neither Fort nor Caſtle, nor ſcarce any 
People fit for Arms. | 

In 1683 the Town had no Fortifications on the 
Land- ſide, excepting two Forts which commanded 

it 
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it, one at the S. E. End with twelve Pieces of 
Cannon, the other at the N. W. End with 8 Guns. 
However, it always had a very numerous Garri- 
ſon, and might in a ſhort time be aſſiſted by all 
the Forces of New Spain. At preſent the Forti- 
fications next the Land are inconſiderable, conſiſt- 
ing of a Wall with Baſtions, terminated at the 
Shore by the ſaid Forts, which are of no great 
Strength: But a little more to the North ſtands a 
large advanced Fort, with four Baſtions built on 
the Strand, which ſeems to be very ſtrong, 

Tux Side facing the Sea forms a Semicircle or 
Half- Moon, the Horns of which are made by 
two Sand-banks, on one of which the advan- 
ced Fort is built, The Mole is towards the 
middle of this Front; and oppoſite to it 3 Quar- 
ters of a Mile lies the Ifland * which forms the 
Port of New la Vera Crux. 


13k 


Tris Ifland was named Culua by the Natives, Jie f San 


when Grijalva firſt diſcovered it in 1518, who 
gave it that of San Juan de Ulua or Ubua. It 
was alſo called the King's Iſland, when Capt. 
Tawkins was there in 1586, It conſiſted of Stones, 
or as ſome ſay, it was a little Rock not more 
than a Bow-ſhot a croſs any way, nor paſt three 
Foot above Water in the higheſt Place. Herrera 
ſays, it was ſo low that the Tides covered it. 


Juan de 


Ulua. 


On this Iſland ſtands a ſquare Caſtle, which Ye Cafe. 


takes up the whole Space, and bears the Name of 
the Iſland : It is well built, and furniſhed with all 
Neceſſaries, beſides a numerous Garriſon. Capt. Ro- 
bert Pearſon publiſh'd a Proſpect of the 8 

8 2 ar- 


— 


Authors vary about the Diſtance of this Iſland: Some 
make it two Bow-ſhots, others two Furlongs, Gage a 
Muſket-ſhot, from Land. | Chilton ſays, tis two Miles from 
thence : Doubtleſs a Miſtake for two Furlong. 
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The Pert. 


fiſſipi, ſays it mounts two hundred Cannon. When 


Is Founda- 


was only one little Houſe and Chappel in the 


the Caſtle; and it appears from Phi//ip*s Account 


A DESCRIPTION - 


Harbour of La Vera Crux, with a Plan and Pro- 
ſpect of this Caſtle of San Juan de Ulua, which 
makes a very ſtrong and fine Appearance, Theſe 
Proſpects are copied in the Seat of War, By the 
Captain's Account it is furniſhed with eighty-five 
Braſs Guns and four Mortars, But Mr. Foutel, in 
his Relation of de la Sal?s Expedition to the Mt 


Van Horn plunder'd it their Number was reckon'd 
to be ſeventy. N 

HowzvER that be, this Caſtle has been long 
thought impregnable. It began to be built on 
occaſion of Capt. Hawkins's Appearance there in 
1568. In 1556, when Tomſon was here, there 


Ifland : But on the Side facing the Land they had 
made a Kay, being a Wall of Gravel and Free. 
ſtone four hundred Foot long, and twenty-four 
from the Top to the Foundation, Before thi 
Kay was built the King of Spain uſed to keep 
twenty ſtrong Negroes only to repair the Da- 
mages done to the Iſland by the bad Weather. In 
this Wall were great Iron and Braſs Rings, a 
there are now in the Caſtle Wall, to which the 
Ships were faſten'd by Chains, with an Anchor 
alſo on the Iſland, ſo that they rode ſo cloſe that 
the Mariners might leap aſhore from the Forecaſtle, 
This Wall was begun by the Vice- Roy Don An. 
tonio de Mendoza. In Chilton's Time, 1568, there 
were two Bulwarks at the Ends of the Wall. In 
1572, when Hawkes wrote, they were building 


that it was finiſh'd before the Year 1582. 
Tu Port is made by this Iſland, which ſhel- 
ters Ships againſt the North Winds, that rage 
frequently on this Coaſt, where there is no _ 
| alc 
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ſafe Port for want of ſuch a Rock or Iſland to 
defend it. 5 | | | 
No Ship dares caſt Anchor within the Haven ZIncommed- 
but only under the Rock; nor are they there al- #4 with che 
ways ſafe, though ſecur'd by Anchors and faſten'd , 
to the Rings in the Wall. For ſometimes it hath © 
happened, that floating with the Stream too much 
on one Side of the Rock, they have been torn 
from their Faſtenings by the Force of the Winds, 
and caſt upon the other Rocks; or driven out 
into the Ocean, as happen'd to one of the Ships 
belonging to the Fleet, Gage went in, in 16253; and 
Tomſon obſerves, that thoſe Winds uſed to carry 
Ships, Houſes, and all away to the Continent. 
They are ſo, violent that they do Miſchief every 
where through the Gulf of Mexico, and drive the 
Wreck from one Side of it to the other. Hawkes 
in the Way to Old la Vera Cruz found by the 
Shore great Trees, which he was told were driven 
thither by Storms from the Coaſt of Florida 300 
Leagues diſtant, ; 
WII E Gage was at La Vera Criz in 1625, a Which rage 
Storm from the North ſo ſhook the ſlight-boarded 4 Land. 
Houſes, that he and the new landed Fryers ex- 
pected every Minute they ſhould be blown along 
with them into the Sea, or that the Houſes would 
fall upon them; inſomuch that they quitted their 
Beds at Midnight and ran into the Yard for Shel- 
ter: But in the Morning the Fryers of the Cloyſters, 
who were uſed to thoſe Tempeſts, laughed at 
them for their Timerouſneſs, aſſuring them that 
they never ſlept better than when their Beds were 
rocked with ſuch furious Blaſts, However, Gage 
and his Fellow-Prieſts had not Faith enough to 
ſtand the Trial any longer, but made what Haſte 
they could away. 2515 
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4 DESCRIPTION 
From March to September the Trade-Winds 
blow in the Gulph of Mexico between the N. E. 
and S. E. the Weather being then pleaſant and 
ſerene. But from September to March the North 
Winds reign, producing tempeſtuous Weather, 
eſpecially in November, December, and January, 
when you have Hurricanes and ſtormy Blaſts for 
twenty Days ſucceſſively. Yet ſometimes grow. 
ing calm the Trade-Winds return, and the Wea- 
ther becomes ſerene: And indeed, ſays Caranza, 
Pilot of the Flota in 1718, if it were not for ſuch In- 
termiſſions it would be impoſſible to fail here during 
the North-Winds, the Currents themſelves alter- 
ing their Courſe, The ſame Author remarks, that 
the Tides on this Coaſt, as every where elſe within 
the Windward Iſlands, are irregular ; and when the 
North-Wind blows the Sea runs towards the 
Coaſt, which cauſes theWater to ſwell higher near 
the Shore then than at other times. bs 
Taz Haven is but ſmall, and will not admit 
of many Ships. There were but 31 Ships in 
Port when Capt. Hawkins was there, yet they 
rode one upon another. 
Sy1Ps enter this Port by two Channels; the 


is very deep is called the Galliſian Channel; tis 
the more northernly of the two. On both Sides 
of theſe Channels are many little Rocks as large 
as a ſmall Barrel. 


As ſoon as the Veſſels come in Sight of the 


Town they make Signals for Boats to come and 


conduct them into the Haven, which they do; 
guiding them, as Gage tells us, one by one between 
the Rocks that lie round about it, and are known 
only by Marks and Flags ſet up to warn the 
Shipping; which makes this Port, ſays he, 43 


dangerous 
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dangerous as any I have ſeen in all my Travels, both 
on the North and South Seas. Another Author 
ſays, that tho? theſe Rocks ſeem dangerous, one 
need not fear them. | 

THERE are three or four other ſmall Iſlands or Z 
Rocks which the Spaniards call Cayos, the Engliſb near La 
Keys, on this Coaſt : Io Miles to the South Eaſt Cra 
of the Iſland of San Juan de Ulua, and half a 
Mile from Land, is that of de los Sacrificos, or of 
Sacrifices 3 a League to the North lies the Iſland . 
Gallega; a Mile and Quarter to the N. E. that 
of Anagada ; a League to the E. N. E. is Blan- 
quilla z and two Miles and half to the Eaſt by 
South is Berde or Verte. | 

Or theſe little Iſlands, or Cayos, the moſt re- Nand of 
markable is that of Sacrifices. Grijalva, in 1 518, Sacrißces. 
diſcovered this Ifland, which appeared to him well 
peopled 3 and landing part of his Men, found 
here ſeveral handſome Buildings, and among the 
reſt a Temple, with a little Tower and a Chappel 
of a pretty ſingular Structure. It was open on all 
Sides, and had in the middle a Stair- caſe of twenty 
Steps quite uncovered, which aſcended to a ſort . = 
of Altar, whereon were placed Images of a 
horrible Figure; and going near to view the Place 
he found four or five dead Bodies of Perſons, who, 
as he judg'd, had been ſacrificed the Night before: 
whence he gave it the Name of the Hand of Sa- 
crifices, Though it is called more commonly at 
preſent Sacrifice Key, He met with the ſame 
thing in the Iſland of Culua, now called San Juan 
de Hua. Next Year Cortes coming to the ſame 
Place found fome Images, ſeveral bloody Papers, 
and much human Gore of thoſe who had been ſa- 
crificed; the Block whereon they cut open thoſe 
Sacrifices; and the Razors made of Flint, where- 
with they opened their Breaſt ; which ſtruck the i 
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4 DESCRIPTION 
Spaniards with ſome Horror and Fear. Here th. 
Spaniards formerly unladed their Goods, bu 
it is no longer frequented, as being, they ay, 
haunted with Spirits and Devils. Here Van Horn 
Fleet rode in 1683, There is great Plenty of Fig 
about theſe two Iſlands. 

La Vera Criz is the Barador or Port of Mexity, 
and may be conſidered as the Magazine of all th; 


Spain, or is tranſported from Europe. Tis a Plag 
of the moſt extenſive Trade in the Spaniſh Dom. 
nions, perhaps in the whole World: for hithe 
once a Year come the Riches of the Eaſt- Indie 
brought by the Acapulco Ships; *tis the natur 
Center of the American Riches z and the Flog 
brings hither annually Goods to an immenſe Valy 
from Old Spain: yet its Cargo at ſetting out is ng 
ſo rich as that of the Galleons whatever it may h 
in its Return. 

Tris Place has a great Trade from Mexin, 
and by Mexico from the Eaſt Indies, likewiſe fron 
Spain, from Cuba, St. Domingo or Hiſpaniola, uct 
tan, and fromPeru by Puerto Bello; from Cartagen 
and all the Iſlands in the North Sea; alſo by th 
River Alvarado, which goes up to Zapotecas, & 
Tidefonſo and towards Guaxaca, and by the Rim 
Grijalva running up to Tabaſco, Los Zequis 
and Chiapa de Indos, This extenſive Trad 
makes this little Town very rich, as abounding 
with the Treaſures both of the Eaſt and Weſt- India 
as well as all the Commodities of the Continents 

As the Unhealthineſs of the Place is the Caulk 
of the Fewneſs of Inhabitants, that Fewnelſs is tit 
Cauſe that the Merchants are ſo extremely rich; 
and they might be till far richer, had they nt 
ſuffered ſo often by Fire. 
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Troven all Strangers are prohibited trading 
hither, yet a clandeſtine Trade js carried on by 
Means of Preſents made to ſuth Perſons as can 
favour them. | A 
From La YeraCruz the Goods are ſent to Mexico, 
Pueblo delos Angelos, Sacatecas, St. Martin, and 
other inland Places, upon Horſes and Mules, in 
Waggons. drawn by Oxen, and Carts drawn by 
Mules. _ | WOT 


Puerto Bello, only it continues longer; for tho' 
the Flota ought to {ail regularly in May, yet it is 
detained ſometimes till Auguſt, The Gold and 
Silver is never embark'd till within a few Days of 
the Fleet's being ready to ſail. 

Tux Treaſure uſed formerly to be ſent from 
Mexico to La Vera Cruz to wait for the Feta : 
But ſince the Place was ſurpriz'd and plunder'd 
by the Bucaniers in 1683, it ſtops at the City de 
los Angelos, 20 Leagues from Mexico, where it 
remains, till Notice comes that the Fleet is ready 
to return for Europe; on which Advice it is ſent 
forward to La Vera Cruz and embarked. 


in 189, 48', Capt. Hawkins in 19 Degrees. But 
according to Carranza, Pilot of the Flota, it 
lies in 199. 100. which is two Minutes leſs than 
it was obſerved to be by Mr. Harris in 1727. 
They err no leſs as to the Longitude, which, ac- 
cording to Mr. Popple's Map, is 100. 54. from 
London; whereas by the Obſervations of the Spa- 
nards in 1577, its Longitude is only 979. 50. 
and Mr. Harris's Obſervation makes it ſtill 30 
Minutes leſs. Wat ERS | 


T e Bur 


Tur Fair at La Vera Cruz reſembles that of 7. Fair. 


GxroGRAPEERS have err'd much in the Situation p,,,-; 9 
of this Place: Some place it in 18 Degrees of Gera: 
Latitude, others in 189. 30 .. Mr. Poppie's Map. 
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The two 

Towns con- 


founded by 
Authors. 


| * 


pher makes La Vera Cruz. a diſtinct Place from 


the former, and ſaying; it ſerves to ſecure the Har. 


Name, as well as Port, was removed from Old La 


1 
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Bur many Map- makers commit a ſtill more 
unpardonable Extar, confounding the new and 
old Town together. In Mr. Popple's Map and 
the Charts of the Atlas Maritimus, the Iſland of 
San Juan de Ulua, is extended above 8 Miles, 
and with its Caſtle is removed, to Old La Vera 
Cruz, while the Iſle of Sacrifices (but two Miles 
from the Caſtle and one from Shore) is left forty 
Miles behind, and carried thirty from the Coaſt, 
Trovoa the Author of the Compleat Geogra. 


4 e 


San Juan de Ulua, vet. by placing the Caſtle at 


bour and Ships, 'tis plain he confounds them to- 
gether. He accuſes oF of great Ignorance, az 
if he had committed the ſame Fault, and for ſay- 
ing the one was remov d to the other, as if, ſays he, 
there was but one ſtill : Wherein he only berrays 
his own, ſeeming not to know that there are two 
Places which bear the ſame Name; and that the 


Vera Cruz to San Juan de Ulua. 


| S ESN. I. 
An Account , Capt. John Hawkins Adven 
ture at San Juan de Ulua. 


LTH O' Capt.Hawkins neither took La Vers 
| Cruz nor went thither with a Deſign to take 
it, yet it may not be improper to give an Account 
of his Adventure at San Juan de Nua, where It 
ſuffered more by his Indulgence and Generolit) 
to the Spaniards, . than if he had treated them ® 
Encmies. The following Extract from his ow 

Relation 
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Relation will ew that they are hever to be truſted 


under the moſt ſolemn Engagements, and that they 


will always repay Kindneſs with Ingratitude and 


T reachery. TI mean the governing Part, 
Cr. Hawkins ſet out from Plymouth the 2d Captain 


of Ofober 1 567, with fix Ships: The Jeſus, in 
which he went himſelf as Admiral, accompany 


dith, the Angel, and the Swailow. The Captains 
of the three firſt were John Hampton, Thomas Bol- 
ton, and Francis Drake, afterwards Sir Francis. 
Tux Captain having traded with the Spa- 
niards along the Coaſt of Tierra firma, ſet for- 
wards to return home: But being ſurprized by 
the Storms on the Coaſt of Florida, they were 
forcibly driven to the Bottom of the Bay of Mex- 
ico ; and finding himſelf obliged to put into San 


Juan de Ulua, took three Ships in his Way, which 


carried 100 Paſſengers : By which Means he hop'd 
to obtain Victuals for his Meney, and Leave for 
repairing his Ships. 


TRE 16th of Sept. 1568, he entered the Port Arrive: at 
with his Ships, the Spaniards thinking them to be San * : 


the Fleet of Spain: But the Officers coming on 
board were much ſurpriz*d when they found their 
Miſtake; till underſtanding their Demand was no- 
thing but Victuals, they grew ealy. 

THERE were at this time in the Port 12 Ships, 


laden with Gold and Silver to the Value of 200, 


ooo Pounds, all which, as well as the King's 
Iſland, [or the Iſland of San Juan de Ulua] 
were 1n the Captain's Power : But he generouſly 


releaſed them, and the Paſſengers before- mention'd, 


without taking the leaſt Trifle from them only 
he detained two Perſons of Figure as Security till 
the Return of a Meſſenger, whom he ſent Poſt 
immediately to Mexico, 7 acquaint the gens” 
2 an 


1 171 ts out, 
d 
with the Minion, the William and Jobn, the Ju- 


x 
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and Council with his being driven thither by Streſs 
of Weather; deſiring Leave to repair and victual 
his Ships, as Friends to K. Philip, . likewile that 
they ſhould give order that on the Arrival of the 
Spaniſh Fleet (which was hourly expected) all Dif. 
terence might be prevented, 

The Cap- NEXT Morning the 17th they deſcry'd 33 

| faint Sail of great Ships making towards the Port, 
| ©: + This threw him into a great Dilemma: If he kept 
them out as he eaſily could, they would be infal- 
libly wreck'd, and the Treaſure they carry'd 
amounting to ſix Millions (or 1,800,000 l.) loſt, 
which might incenſe Queen Elizabeth againſt him. 
On the other hand, he knew if he let them in 
under ever ſuch folemn Engagements, that they 
would break them if they found it in their Power 
to hurt his Ships: Beſides the Port was ſo ſmall 
that the Veſſels muſt of Neceflity lie cloſe toge- 
ther, and they would not have room to ſtir in 
caſe of the North Winds, or an Attack. For this 
reaſon he was inclined to have kept them out: But 
the Fear of the Queen's Diſpleaſure prevailing, he 
determined to let them come in, and ſtand the 
beſt he could on his Guard, in hopes he might 
be able to defend their accuſtomed Treachery; 
which, to ule the Captains own Words, they never 
fail to execute where they may have Opportunity, or 
| may] circumvent it by and Means. Whereupon 
Capt. Hawkins lent to let the General of the Fleet 
| know, that he could not ſuffer him to enter till 
ſome Security was given for the Safety of their 
Ships while 1n the Port, and certain Demands 
were granted them. | 
Comes dw Tus Meſſenger being returned, brought Word 
au 23r0t- that there was a new Vice-Roy arrived in the Fleet, 
eg named Don Martin de Henriques, who faid, if the 
En. Captain would lend his Conditions they * 
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be readily and faithfully. performed; at the ſame | 


time uſing many fair Speeches, and intimating, that 
in his Paſſage he had heard how civilly the * 


rain had carried it to the Inhabitants wherever he 

came. Capt. Hawkins hereupon drew up the 

Terms he demanded, which were, (1) That the Eu- 

gli might have Victuals paying for them, and 

ſell as much Goods as might ſupply their Wants. 

(2) That twelve Gentlemen might be given as Ho- 

ſtages on each Side. (3) That the Iſland, with 

the eleven Braſs Cannon planted thereon, might be 

in Poſſeſſion of the Engliſb during their Stay; and 

that no Spamards might land on the Iſland with 

Arms. | 
Tux Vice-Roy at firſt made ſome Difficulty Which ir 
chiefly about the Iſland, which, had it been Jeft /o/cmnly | 
in the Hands of the Spaniards, would have prov'd “ Hel. 
the Ruin of the Eugliſb; for the firſt North Wind 

they would have cut their Cables, whereby their 

Ships had been driven aſhore. However at laſt 

he complied 3 Hoſtages were exchanged, and the 
Conditions ſigned and ſealed by the Vice-Roy him- 

ſelf, This Truce was proclaimed with Sound of 
Trumpet, and both Parties forbidden to violate it 

on Pain of Death. The two Generals of the Fleets 

likewiſe met and pledg'd their Faith to each other 

for the Performance of the ſaid Agreement. 

Ar the End of three Days all things being“ 2» 
concluded, the Fleet entered the Port on the 26th nr 4 
with the uſual Salutations; and two Days more 
were employed to range the Ships of each Nation 
by themſelves, the Officers and Sailors on both 
Sides profeſſing a great deal of Friendſhip. But 
the Spaniards intended nothing leſs: For they had 
by this time muſtered a thouſand Men on Land, 
and deſigned on Thurſday the 24th at Dinner- time 
to ſet on the Exgliſb on every Side. On the Day 

appointed 


f 
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required; which with other Circumſtances 'giving 


the 
| Roy. 


who eſcaped on board the Feſus. 


The En- 


gliſh Fist were concealed, immediately fell aboard the . 
Anion: But ſhe having put all Hands to work tis 


erttacked 


the Spa- 
niards. 


likewiſe obſerved greater Numbers of Men paſſing 


Perfid whether it was fo or not. The Vice-Roy 
ice. he could conceal his mean and villanous Deſign 


4; DESCRIPTION. 

appointed in the Morning the Engl. perceive 
the Spaniards ſhifting their N from Shi, to 
Ship, pointing their Ordnance towards them: The 


too and fro than the Buſineſs on board the Ship 


Grounds of Suſpicion, - Capt. Hawkins ſent to the 
Vice-Roy to know the Meaning of ſuch Move. 
ments. Whereupon the Vice-Roy ſent Orders t 
have every thing removed that might give the H. 
gliſb Umbrage, with a Promiſe on the Faith of: 
Vice-Roy to be their Defence againſt any vallainoy 
Attempts of the Spaniards. However, the Captain 
not being ſatisfied with this Anſwer, becauſe be 
ſuſpected a great Number of Men to be hiddea 
in a Ship of goo Tons which was moored next u 
the Minton, he ſent the Maſter of the Jeſus, wh 
underſtood Spaniſh, to know of the \ 1 — 


inding 


no longer, detained the Maſter, and cauſing the 
Trumpet to be ſounded, the Spaniards at the Sig: 
nal ſet upon the Engliſb on all Sides. Thoſe whv 
were upon the Iſland, being ſmitten with Fear u 
this ſudden Alarm, fled, thinking to recover thei 
Ships; but the Spaniards landing in great-Number 
at ſeveral Places at once {which they might do 
without Boats, the Ships lying cloſe to the Shore) 
ſlew them all without Mercy, | excepting à fes, 


THz great Ship, wherein three hundred Ma 


Moment their Suſpicions commenced, had in tin 
ſhort Space, which was but half an Hour, weigh 
all her Anchors. Having thus gotten clear, and 


avoided the firſt Brunt of the great Ship, the latter 
clapped 


ef EA VERA CRUZ. 

clapped the Fe/us aboard, which was at the ſame 
time attacked by two other Ships. However with 
much a-do and the Loſs of many Men, ſhe kept 
them off till ſhe cut her Cable and got clear alle . 
As ſoon as the Feſt and Minion were got two Spaniſh 
Ships length from the Spanz/b Fleet they began the 4dmira! 
Fight, which was ſo furious, that in one Hour the <7 A = 
Admiral of the {pray and another Ship were 4. | 
ſuppoſed to be ſunk, and their Vice-Admiral burn- | 
ed, ſo that they had little to fear from the Enemies 
Ships: But they ſuffered exceedingly from the 
Ordnance on the Iſland, which ſunk their ſmall 
Ships, and mangled all the Maſts and Rigging of 
the Jeſus in ſuch a manner, that there were no 
Hopes of bringing her off. This being the Cafe 
they determin'd to place her for a Shelter to the 
Minion till Night, and then taking out of her what 
Victuals and other Neceffaries they could, to leave 
her behind. But preſently after perceiving two 
large Ships, fired by the Spaniards, bearing down 
directly upon them, the Men aboard the Minion, 
in great Conſternation, without Conſent of either 
the Captain or Maſter, ſet ſail and made off from 
the Jeſus in ſuch Haſte, that Captain Hatotius had 
ſcarce time to get on board her. As for the Men, 
moſt of them followed in a ſmall Boat: The reſt 
were left to the Mercy of the Spaniards, which, 
ſays the Captain, I doubt was very little. | 

TRus of all the Eng/ifþ Ships, only the Minion All the 
and the ZFudith, a ſmall Bark of go Ton, eſcap'd 2 
the Treachery of the Spaniards. In the Night the r . 
Judith for ſook the Minion, which rode two Bow- re. 
ſhors from the Spaniſh 9 8 Next Morning ſre 
got to an Iſland a Mile diſtant, where ſnie had like 
to have been caſt away by a North Wind which 
aroſe, being leſt only with two Anchors. But 
the Wind at length abating, ſhe ſer fail on the 2 * 
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| Difireſs of of September, and after wandering fourteen Days 
ebeMinion. i unknown Seas, they were conſtrained by Hunger 
ets to ſeek the Land; Hides, Rats, Cats, Parrots, 
and Monkeys, being thought good Meat. Thus 
the 8th of October they put aſhore in the Bottom 
of the Bay of Mexico, near the Mouth of the 
River Tampico, the Latitude of 239. 30. Here 
the Company divided: One hundred defired to be 
ſet aſhore, and the reſt, which was the ſame 
Number, reſolved to venture home. So the 16th 
of OZober, after ſuffering another violent Storm, 
they ſet forward; and paſſing through the Gulf of 
Florida, made the belt of their Way: But not 
being able to reach England, they were forced to 
put into Ponte Vedra in Spain; where the Spaniards 
coming to know their Weakneſs, thought by Trea- 
chery to ſeize them a ſecond time, but they failed 
forthwith to Vigo not far off. They there met with 
She Re- ſome Engliſh Ships which ſupplied their Wants; and 
1.” departing the 20th of Fan, 1586, arrived in Mount: 
Bay in Cornwall the 25th of January following. 

Tux hundred Men travelled by Land to reach 
the Eug liſb Dominions on the Continent z but few 

of them lived to get thither, 
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SE CT. III. 


The ta king and plundering of La Vera Cruz, 
by VAN HokN à Dutchman, in 1683. 


. OWARDS the End of the Year 1682, or 
; 160M the Beginning of the next, one Van Horn a 


* Dutchman, who had been all his Life in the French 
Service, but according to the Cuſtom of the Py- 
rates had often taken the French Ships, having 
( ö gone 


1 


1 - 


© 4 5.4 22 1 80 1 | 
gone to San Domingo to buy Negros, the Preſident 1 
of the, City ſeiz*d him and his whole Cargo by | 
Way of A rw ng having plundeted the King 
of Spain's Subjects. Van Horn enraged at this 
Proceeding vow'd Revenge, and comes to Petit 
Goaur. Here, according to the Hiſtorian of the 
Freebooters, he had a Commiſſion from Mr. Pou- | 
ancey to cruize upon the Spaniards: But in all | = 
likelihood, ſays Pere le Pers, the Author is miſta- 
ken in this Point, or elſe the Commiſſion was of an 
older Date than Yan Horn pretended'it was, fince 
for ſome: Years before all Piracy had been pro- 
hibited, and the Expedition we are going to ſpeak 
of was charged on the Bucaniers as a Crime. | 

HowzveR it was, Van Horn aſſembled about 7: joined 
300 of the ſtouteſt Bucaniers, among whom was Ota 
the famous Granmont, who having in a Storm Jy". 
loſt a Ship of 52 Guns, and with her all he had 
in the World, was willing to ſerve as a Volun- 
tier in this Enterprize : But as Yan Horn did not 
intend to confine himſelf merely to Acts of Piracy 
on the Seas, he looked out for other Aſſociates 
with whom he might undertake ſomething conſi- 
derable, nor was he long before he found ſuch ; 
the moſt remarkable of whom were Laurent de 
Graff,, of Dort in Holland, Godefroi and Fonque. 

As they were all Perſons of the greateſt Repu- 
tation among the Bucaniers, they ſoon got toge- 
gether a Body of 1200 choſen Men, who imbark- Number of 
ed in 10 Ships. They had ſome Difficulty to Mn. 
determine what Place they ſhould attack; but 
after a few Debates about the Matter, Yan Horn 
and Granmont reſolved to attack La Vera Cris. 

Taz Account of this Expedition in a Letter 
from Jamaica, inſerted in Capt. Sharps Voyages, 4 
informs. us, that the Bucaniers had a Rendezvous ,. 
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at Cape Catocbe, in the Entrance of the Bay of. 

Mexico >a the following Force, 
Their Ships Van Horn, who was Admiral, in an EAg⁰gs 
and Force. Ship of 30 Guns; Laurence (that is, de Graff) in 
| a Prize of 26 Guns, Vice-Admiral; Chriſtian a 
Dutchman, in Van Horn's Petach of 40 Guns; 
Mitchel, a Frenchman, in a Prize of Laurence's 
of 26 Guns; Yanchey, (or Jongque) a Dutchman, 
in a Prize of 16 Guns; Blogt, another Datch- 
man, in a Prize of 8 Guns; Jacob Hall, a Ber- 
mudean, in a ſmall Veſſel of 8 Guns. Spurre, an 
Engliſhman, in a Sloop of Jamaica; and à Bare 

Longo of Laurence's, + Lag bes 
In this Relation there is no mention of Goge- 
froi, who according to Le Pers commanged a 
Ship. Perhaps he is miſtaken, for Mitchel, who 
probably was the famous Michel le Baſque. This 
Memoir likewite makes their Force to be no more 
than between goo and 1000 Men, moſt of them 

French and Dutch, with ſome. few Engli/h.. . 
, On the 8th of May they arrived on the Coaſt 
before La Of La Vera Cruz, and there lay by, The Town 
ViraCrizat this time was unfortified towards the Land, and 
had onlytwo Forts at the Ends, oneof 12, the other 
of 8 Guns; however it had a numerous Garri- 
- ſon, and might beſides in a very ſhort Space be 

relieved by all the Forces of New Spam. 

Lucx1Ly, for the Bucaniers, while, they were 
_. conſulting how to. ſucceed in an Attempt which 
| ſeemed to require ten times their Number of Forces, 
they learned from ſome Spaniards they had ſeized, 
that two Ships loaden with Cocao from the Coaſt 
4 of Caraccas, was hourly, expected at La Verg-Criz, 
Ex, On this Advice they embarked all the Men they 
. could on board Tanchey and Chriſtian, (le. Pers ſays 
the two largeſt Ships) which hoiſting, Spaniſb Co- 
. lours on the gth advanced towards the * 2 

i | | ig 
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Sight of which they came in the Evening. The ,,_. 
Spaniardi, talking them fot: granted to be the two 25, 67. 
aratca 8, were filled with Joy, and the Shore tant. 

was preſently crouded with People; but ſome / Spa- 
time aſter perceiving they did not advance, but ra- en * 
ther made off, though they had a good Wind and 
Time enough to enter before Night, it bred ſome 
Suſpicions: Vet Don Luis de Cordova, Governor 
of the City, being informed thereof, made Anſwer, 
that they were alarmed without any Reaſon; that 
the two Ships which appeared were thoſe that 
were expected; and that he had Letters of Advice 
where they were deſcribed in ſuch a Manner as 
left him no room to doubt of it, He returned 
the ſame Anſwer to the Caſtellauo of San Juan de 
Ulua, who had ſent a Meſſenger to adviſe him to 
be on his Guard. Hereupon the Spaniards made 
Fires in the Night from the Caſtle and on Shore 
to light them in; and every Body went to reſt with 
their uſual Security. | | 

Max time the Ships advancing, they cameto,, ,, 
an Anchor about two Miles from the Town, (ie = 2 
Pers ſays at Old La Vera Crux) and before one prize the 
o' Clock the next Morning landed 774 Men. Van Town. 
Horn, who commanded the main Body, was to 
attack the Plaza, or Square, where they expected 
to meet with the Cors du Guarde, but found only 
four Men! Laurence, with the Forlorn, undertook 
to reduce the Forts, both which he found open, 
and the Centinels afleep. Having in the firſt Place 
forced the Governor's Houſe, they ſeized the 
3 Poſts; ſo that when, on hearing ſome 

uſkets go off, the Alarm Bell was rung at the 
great Church, and the Soldiers began to run to 
their Colours, every Body was extremely ſurpriz'd 
to "ſee the Bucaniers in Arms every where, and 
Guards ſet at the Ends of the principal Streets. 

A U 2 * Thus 
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Thus with the Loſs of only one Man killed by the 
Spaniards and three by a Miſtake of the French, 
N by Break of Day they had made themſelves Maſters 
3 of the Town and Forts; and had they, as Lau- 
rence adviled, ſent at the ſame time but two Ca- 
nows and go Men, they might without doubt 
have ſurprized the Caſtle of San Juan de Ulua 
ſeated on a Rock in the Sea, three quarters of a 
Mile from the Town, and mounted with 50 Guns. 
They 2 Bur the Pirates, thinking it more ſafe and pro- 
ee fitable to ſtay and plunder the Town, took this 
Party. The Day being come and no Body dar- 
ing to appear, becauſe the firſt who ſhewed him- 
ſelf was to be thrown headlong into the Street, the 
Victors ſent Parties to break open the Houſes, 
where they found every Body as quiet as if, they - 

were in their Graves. They cauſed all the Inha- 
bitants to quit their Houſes; and ſhut up in the 
Churches the Garriſon, Burgeſſes, Men, Women 
and Children: There they left them for three 
whole Days and Nights without either Meat or 
Drink, during which time they continued plunder- 
ing the Town. Afterwards they carried Water to 
their Priſoners, many of whom died with drink- 
ing immoderately of it. They cauſed alſo, ſome 
Victuals to be given them, but in very {mall Quan- 
tities. F $510 1 (244 ent 1 
Getagreat In this time they got abundance of Jewels and 
Bog. Plate, beſides 330 Bags of Cochineal, each con- 
taining 150 or 200 Pound Weight. Yet not ſatiſ- 
fied with this, they put the conſiderable People to 
Ranſom, threatening to burn the Cathedral and 
all the Priſoners, (which amounted to 570) if they 
did not inwmedately diſcover all they had: So that 
the 4th Day they got more than the other three; 
and had 70,000 Pieces of Eight for Don Luis 
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Ranſorn, whom Sþurre found hidden among Grafs 
in a Stable. 2 8 war 4 4 ita 4 5 1 v3 6 " . 

THrs is the Account given by the Editor of 
Sharp's Voyages. But /e Pers relates the matter 
with other Circumſtances : 'He fays, that luckily 27. os 
the Biſhop of the City de los Angelos, or of Angels, * 
whereon La Vera Cruz depends, being on his Vi- | 
ſtation in the Neighbourhood at this time, as ſoon 
as he heard of the Extremity to which this Part 
of his Flock was reduced, he ran to their Aſſiſt- 
ance 3 and having a fafe Conduct from Laurent 
de Graff, began to treat for the Ranſom of the 
Town and Citizens. This at length was agreed 
at two Millions of Piaſtres, half of which was paid 
the ſame Day; and the Bacaniers would allow 
only till the next Day for the Payment of the reſt: 
becauſe they found it was not ſafe for them to re- 
main any longer in the Place, which the Vice-Roy 
was coming to relieve with conſiderable Forces. 

About eleven in the Morning the Ranſom, which 
there was a Neceſſity of bringing from a Diſtance, . 
being arrived within five Leagues of the Place, 
and the Vice-Roy within ten, the French who 

had been ſet to watch on the Steeple of the Great 
Church, gave notice that a Fleet of 14 Sail ap- 
_ which they made no doubt was the Flota 
e 021. 

Tx rs Incident, which preſently took Wind, Te Flota 
equally alarmed the Bucaniers as well as the Spa- "H" 
wards. The firſt fearing to find themſelves ex- git... 
poſed between two Fires; and the other appre- rerreat. 
hending they ſhould be maſſacred by their Conque- 
rors, if it was only to diminiſh the Number of 
their Enemies. However of the two the Buca- 
mers put the beſt Face upon it: But as every Mo- 
ment was precious to them, they haſtily embark'd 
all the Plunder they could, and waited on _ 
their 
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85 their Ships for the other half of the Ranſom, which 
was not far off. However it did not come in the 
time, becauſe thoſe, who brought it ſtoppꝰd upon 
hearing the Guns of San Juan de Ulua: go. 0 
which never ceaſed firing from the time that the 
Flota appeared. The Approach alſo of this Fleet 
laid the Bucaniers under a Neceſſity of de ting: 
Accordingly they embarked in their Shallops to. 

They carry wards Night; and, to make themſelves amends for 
4y 15% the Part of the Ranſom that remained unpaid, 
Jene. they carried off all the Slaves they found in Town, 
with all the Black or Mulatto Women and Girls, 

though free, which amoun ed to 1500 Perſons: 

After which they got, without any Oppoſition, to 

the Iſland or Cay des Jos Sacrificias, (where: their 

Te Flota Ships rode. At their paſſing by the Fleta they 
of: aid to expected every Moment to be attacked; but the 
A, * Spaviards being in a greater, Panic than them- 
"ſelves ſuffered 1. to paſs by. The Bucanir; 
finding they let them go off with their Booty ſo 

quietly reſolved to attack them, but the Fleet 
making haſte to get into Port prevented the En- 
gagement. ** D * Nn | 

Tux Adventurers ſtaid eight Days at los Sacri- 

ficios to receive Ranſoms and divide what they 

had gotten, which was generally {aid to be 800 

Pieces of Eight, a Share in Plate and Money; and 

they made near 1200 Shares for Men and Ships, 

Van Horn having had about fourſcore Shares tor 

Van Horn himſelf and his two Ships. But Laurence and 
and Lau- Van Horn, quarrelling about the Dividend, fought; 
rence gb and the latter being, wounded: in the Wriſt they 
all embarked, After. which Van Horn once more 

' propoſed to attack the Flota, and undertook, to 
board. the 2 3,;but Laurence utterly refuſing 

they all departed, carrying with them about 4 
thouſand Negros and Mulattos. * 
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Pere le Pers differs here ſoniewhar from the 
Jamaica Letter: This Author fays that the By-- 
coniers finding themſelves in great Want of Water, 
which they had neglected to take in ſince their 
Arrival on the Coaſt; debated among themfelves 
what they ſnould do with the Priſoners ; and being 
divided in their Opinions grew very warm in the 
Diſpute, inſomuch that the two Chiefs quarrelled 
and fought. The Wound which Van Horn re- 
ceived put an End to the Combat: But the Parties 
were not ſo eaſily pacified; and they had certainly 

gone to Blows if de Graff had not made haſte 

to divide the Booty, and inſtantly ſer fail with moſt 

of the Ships. He had a very profperous Voyage, 

and landed at Petit Goave whence he fet out. 

Van Horn ſtaid 24 Hours on the Sacrifice Cay 

after de Graff, and then departed with a Petacha 


light at firſt, - but when it was leaſt e 
gangrened, and he died 15 Days after, greatly la- Mund. 
mented by all his Crew, who had the greateſt 


the moſt brave and reſolute Man living; and if fager. 
any of thoſe under his Command diſcovered the 
leaſt Cowardice, he cauſed them to be knock*d on 
the Head immediately. His Body was thrown 
over-board- off. Cape Fucatar, He left his Son, a 
Youth of 10 or 12 Years of Age, to the Value 
(as they ſay) of 20,000 Pounds:Sterling on board ; 
and his Lieutenant Granmont took on him the Com- 
mand of the Ship for Petit Gave. Le Pers ſays 


home not without ſuffering the greateſt Inconve- mont 


which deſtroyed two thirds of his Priſoners : Be- 
ſides his Petacha having ſeparated from him, was 
taken by the Spaniards 3 and his Barco Longo dil- 

appeared 


of 14 HERA CRUZ 1. 


and a Barco Longo. His Wound was thought yan Horn 
ed It dies of his 


Affection and Eſteem for him. He was perhaps ;;;, Cg. 


Van Horn left his Ship to Granmont, who got 3 


niencies of the Seas; eſpecially a grievous Famine, L 
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152 A. DESCRIPTION |: 
appeared on a ſudden, and was never heard of 
after. However a Spaniſh Ship which he had taken, 
before theſe Misfortunes happened, had more than 
made him Amends for his Loſſes. From Petit 
Goave he repaired to Cape Francois, where at the 
Inſtance of the Sieur Frangueſnay, who commanded 
in Santo Domingo, he attacked and took an Ez. 
gliſb Ship of 30 Guns, which hovered thereabout, 
putting all to the Sword except the Captain, 
whom he brought in Priſoner with his Prize. 
11 On the other hand thoſe Who had followed d- 
gers lone Graff were ſoon diſperſed, arriving one after an- 
ſafe. other in different Parts of Santo Domingo: Where 
in Spight of the Prohibitions of the Sieur Fran- 
queſnay, they were received every where ; the In- 
habitants not caring to Joſe ſo fair an Opportunity 
of ſharing the Treaſures of La Vera Cruz with 
them. Beſides the Commandant having neither 
Fortreſs nor Garriſon (and being daily harraſſed 
by the Deſcent of the Spaniards, who laid waſte 
the Coaſts) was in no Condition to A them. 
In ſhort having threatened to make Examples of 
ſome of the Ringleaders, 120 of them came in a 
| Body to his Houſe with a Deſign to kill him. 
Spurre As to Spurre the Engliſhman, the Letter ſays that 
dies by the he and 3 or 400 more of the Bucaniers were 
Hay. reported to be dead; and that Sir Thomas Linch, 
the Governor of Jamaica, was endeavouring to 
ſeize his Sloop, when the Letter came away, which 
was in Auguſt the ſame Year, 


And Suc- 
ceſs. 
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SECT, III. 
Of the Taking and Plundering La VERA 
Cruz another Time. 

APTAIN Nathaniel Vring, (now Com- 4ther 

C: mander of one of the Packet Boats) in his 7 . 
Voyages gives an Account of La Vera Cru caniers. 

being taken by the Bucaniers, which he received 
from one Luke Houghton near Cape Honduras, 
where Vring was caſt away in 1712. Houghton 
had been Priſoner at the Havana, and often told 
the Captain how both that Place and La Vera Crux 
might be taken by the Engliſh: As a Confirmation 
of which he recounted the following Story of the 
ſurprizing and plundering the latter by the Buca- 
niers ; but neither the Date of this Expedition, 
nor the principal Actors are mentioned; however, 
it ſeems to relate to a different Adventure from 
that which goes before. 

THe Bucaniers having muſtered all their 73,, 1,4 
Strength reſolved upon ſacking La Vera Criiz ; near the 
and being arrived within ſixteen or eighteen Miles Ci. 
of the Place, they anchored with their Ships and 
landed their Men, amounting to about ſix Hun- 
dred, undiſcovered. That Night they marched 
about ten or twelve Miles, and in the Mornin 
retired among the high Sand- Hills which lie all 
along the Coaſt. Having lain hid in the Day- 
time, they ſet forward again at Night in order to 
be at the Town at the opening of the Gates. Being 
come near it they halted, and ſent a ſmall Party 
who could ſpeak Spaniſh, habited like the Country 
People, to ſeize one of the Gates as ſoon as it was 

X | opened, 


) 
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manded the ſame; and under Pretence to beg Fire 
of the Centinel to light his Pipe, killed him with 
his Piſtol, which was the Signal for ſeizing the 
Gate. This being immediately put in Execution, 
they gave Notice to their main Body, who in- 
ſtantly marched into the Town, and at the fame 
time attacked and took another ſmall Work, both 
which they guarded, and then marched into the 
Parade. Mott of the Spaniards being in Bed, 
while all this was tranſacting, could not get toge- 
ther time enough to prevent it: But they ſoon 
took the Alarm, and forming a Body of Horſe 
and Foot, marched in good Order thro? one of 
their broad Streets to attack the Enemy in Form. 
The Bucaniers being drawn up on the Parade, 
Aude ate Prepared to receive them: Part of them drew up 
the Town, at the End of the Street thro? which the Spaniards 
advanced, and when the latter came near enough 
to engage, fired upon them. They diſpoſed them- 
ſelves in ſuch Order, that as ſoon as their firſt 
Rank had fired they marched beyond the Street, 
and the ſecond took Place, and ſo the third: Thus 
they kept a continual Fire upon the Spaniards, of 
whom many being killed, and their Horſes not 
able to ſtand the Fire, they were ſoon put into 
Diſorder and routed. The Bucaniers purſued them, 
but the Spaniards flying out of one of the Gates 
into the Country, they gave over the Chace, 
Mean time the Caſtle of San Juan De Ulus 
taking the Alarm fired briſkly into the Town, in 
order to drive out the Enemy : But the latter, being 
reſalved to plunder the Place before they left it, 
called a Conlultation, wherein it was reſolved to 
ſcize the Padres, or Prieſts, who had moſt Autho- 
92 rity 
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rity and Reſpect among them; and having cut off Barbareus 
ſome of their Heads, ſent others with them in a Expedien.. 
little Boat to the Caſtle, to preſent them to the 
Governor, and tell him from them, that if he did 

not immediately forbear firing, they would ſerve 
all the Prieſts in the ſame manner. The Governor, 
more exaſperated than ſoftened by ſuch a Piece of 
Barbarity, redoubled his Fire; which the Bucaniers 

rceiving, they ſhut all the Gates of the Town to 
hoes the Inhabitants in, and drove them in a Body 
to that Part which lay next the Caſtle, and was 
moſt expoſed to its Fire, This'had its Effe& on 
the Governor, who, to avoid deſtroying them, 
ceaſed firing. After this the Bucaniers plundered 
the Town without any Moleſtation: Which having 
done they marched out, carrying with them ſome 
of the principal Inhabitants as Pledges for a Sum 
of Money, which they demanded for not burning 
it; and ſo retired to their Ships with very little 
Loſs. The Spaniards have ſince 'that Time buile 

Watch-Towers, and keep Centinels, all along the 
Coaſt to prevent the like Surprizes for the future, 
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Of the HAVANA. 


SS C1 I. 


A Deſcription of the City and its Harbour; 
its Strength, Trade, &c, 


HE Havana is a City and Port on the 
Northern Coaſt of Cuba, towards the Wel- 
tern End of the Iſland, about fifty Leagues 
from Cape San Antonio, its weſtermoſt Point. It 
ſtands almoſt directly South of the Cape of Ho- 
rida, from which it is about forty three Leagues 
diſtant; and conſequently commands the Gulph of 


Gulf of Mexico) it is ſituate, and the Paſſage of 
the Straits of Bahama, but two Days Sail "diſtant, 
It is this Situation which renders it of Impor- 
tance, and for ſake of which it was removed from 
Its original Station, having been built at firſt on the 
Southern Coaſt, near Matamana, twelve Leagues 
diſtant, But the eſtabliſhing of this Port proved 
greatly prejudicial to Hiſpaniola, being, ſays Le 
Pers, one of the chief Cauſes of the Declenſion 
of that Iſland. Its proper Name is San Cbri- 
ſtoval de la Abina, Habana of Havina, that is, 
Saint Chriſtopher of the Havana: But originally 
it was called the Port of Carennas. | 


one of the fineſt in the World. It is fo large that 
one thouſand Sail of Ships may ride there _— 
bet on 23/4, iou 
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diouſly and ſafely, without either Anchor or Cable, 
no Wind being able to hurt them. It is ſo deep, 
that the largeſt Veſſels anchor at a ſmall Diſtance 
from the Shore; and there is commonly fix Fa- 
thom Water. The Entrance is by a Channel 
about three Quarters of a Mile in Length, and ſo 
narrow, that not more than one Ship can enter at 
a time. 

Wren you are paſſed thro' this narrow Chan-. Ha- 
nel you come into the Harbour, which is a long bour. 
Square lying North and South. The Channel 
enters it at the North-Weſt Corner: At the other 
three Corners it forms three Creeks or Bays. At 
the Bottom of that in the South-Eaſt Corner lies 
the Town of Wan Abacoa, as the Spaniards pro- 
nounce it, or Guan Abacoa as they write it, (two 
Leagues by Land from the Havana, but little more 
than half that Diſtance by Sea) which in Chil- 
ton's Time had two hundred Inhabitants. 

Tux City is built on the Weſt Side of the Har- Te City. 
bour, in a delightful Plain along the Shore, which 
rounds much, ſo th?* above one half of it is waſhed 
by the Sea. It is of an Oval Figure, and begins 
about a Quarter of a Mile from the Mouth of the 
Harbour. The Houſes were firſt of Wood only 
covered with Thatch : But ſince the Year 1536, 
they began to build them with Stone, after the Spa- 
niſþ Manner. The Buildings are fair, but not high: 

The Streets narrow, but clean, and as ſtrait as a 
Line; and even the Houſes very handſome, but ill 
furniſhed. Here are eleven Churches and Monaſ- 
teries, and two handſome Hoſpitals. In the Middle 
of the Town is a fine Square, the Buildings about 
which are all uniform: The Churches are magni- 
ficent and rich; the Lamps, Candleſticks, and Or- 
naments for the Altars being of Gold and Silver. 
There are ſome Lamps curiouſly wrought, which 
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weigh two hundred Marks of Silver, each Mark 
being half a Pound. © rn 
Ir was built by James Velaſques who conquered 
Cuba in 1311, as was all the reſt of the Iſle, with 
the Aſſiſtance of the famous Bartolome de las Caſas, 
who afterwards becoming a Dominican Fryer, was 
made Biſhop of Chiapa in New Spain, and wrote 
the Hiſtory of the Spaniſh Cruelties in the Weſt In. 
dies. In 1561, when Chilton wrote, there were but 
three hundred Spaniards in the Town, In Herre. 
ra's Time, about 1600, they were increaſed to 
ſix hundred Families: Authors differ greatly with 
reſpe& to the preſent Number of Inhabitants, 
Gemelli Carreri ſays there are in it about four thou- 
ſand Spaniards, Mulattos and Blacks ; others rec- 
kon one thouſand, or one thouſand two hundred 
Families; but the Author of the Hiſtory of the 
Bucaniers makes them amount to ten thouſand 
Families, which is the moſt probable Computation. 
Tux Inhabitants of this Port are more familiar 
than at La Vera Criz: The Women likewiſe 
have more Liberty; yet they do not go abroad 
without their Veils to wrap and hide them. Many 
of them ſpeak French, and dreſs after the French 
Faſhion; ſome of that Nation having ſettled there 
ſince Spain fell to a Branch of the Houſe of Bour- 
bon. In 1703 a magnificent Feſtival was cele- 
brated for fifteen Days ſucceſſively in Honour of 
Philip V. and Mr. Du Caſje being then there with 
his Squadron, the City deſired him to join with 
them; whereupon he ſet a-ſhore five hundred Men, 
who performed the martial Exerciſe in the great 
Square, to the Admiration of the Spaniards. 
TRE Diet moſt in Ule is the Fleſh of Hogs 
and Tortoiſes, with which all the Ships make their 
Proviſion for Spain, The Pork is reckoned very 
nouriſhing, and, contrary to that of other Coun- 
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tries, is binding inſtead of laxative. Gage was ſur- 
prized to hear the Doctor preſcribe him roaſt Pork 
after his Phyſic. | 
Taz Tortoiſes they cut into long Slices, and. 
dry it in the Wind after well falting it. The Sea- rien 
men eat it boiled with a little Garlick, and ſay ira, 
taſtes as well as Veal: They alſo take on board 
ſome Fowl for the Maſters and Captains Tables, 
and Live-Hogs, which might ſeem enough to breed 
an Infection in the Ship, did they not often waſh 
the Place where ſuch dirty Creatures lye. In the 
Ship where Gage was, they killed a Hog every 
Week for the Maſters, Pilots, and Paſſengers 
Table. Proviſions are dear here, eſpecially Bread: 
But the Wine is good and cheap. The Fiſh and 
Fleſh are unſavory. | 
Irs Juriſdiction extends over one half of the 17s Furi/- 
Iſland, as that of San Jago de Cuba does over ien and 
the other Half. The chief Places under it are Pee. 
Santa Cruz on the Northern Side, and La Trinidad 
on the Southern, : 
Tro* San Jago retains the Name of Capital, Sil. 
the Havana 1s certainly the chief City in every 
thing elſe but the Name, the Governor of Cuba 
(and the Royal Officers) reſiding here, while San 
Jago is governed by his Deputy from thence. It 
is likewiſe a Biſhop's See, whoſe Revenue amounts 
to 50,000 Crowns a Year. The Neighbourhood 
of the Havana is the moſt fruitful Part of the 
Iſland, or the Part of any Value: For one fees 
Farms and Sheep no where elſe, all the Iſle being 
very mountainous and ſufficiently barren. 
Taz Latitude of this City was accurately ob- Laritud: - 
ſerved in the Year 1717, by Don Marce Antonio: nd: 
de Gamboa, to be 23d, 11m. 528, and conſequently % bude. 
it is ſeated within the Tropic of Cancer, about 
twenty or twenty one Minutes diſtant. He * 
| wue 
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the Maps. 


Its 
Strength. 


and the Side towards the Harbour is defended by 


ſtrongeſt of theſe Caſtles is called E Morro, and 
The Morro ſtands on the P oint, on the Eaſt, or left Hand going 


Caſtle, 


give Notice to the City, 


A DESCRIPTION 
wiſe obſerved the Longitude in 1715, 1724, and 
1725, by Eclipſes of the Moon ; and this laſt Year 
by thoſe of the firſt Satellite of Jupiter, whence 
it reſulted Welt of Paris 84d, 38m. 308. and con- 
ſequently 82d, 13m. Weſt of Zondon: Yet Mr, 
Poppte's Map of the Brito Empire in America 
publiſhed in 1732, puts it in 23d, 21m, Latitude 
and 13d, 15m. Longitude z erring nine Minutes in 
the Latitude, and above a whole Degree in the 
Longitude. Others following Herrera, place it 
ſtill more erroneouſly in 22d, 30m. Latitude. 
Li us now conſider the Strength of this im- 
portant Place, At the Mouth of the Harbour 
ſtand two ſtrong Caſtles, ſo that the Entrance 
may be defended againſt many hundred Sail of 
Ships. As to the City, it 1s encloſed on the Land 
Side with a Wall fortified with ſeveral Baſtion: ; 
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another Caſtle, and Lines extending from thence 
to one of the former, wherein principally the 
Strength of the Place conſiſts. The chief and 


in. It is built at the Foot of two Hills on a Rock, 
with a Ditch cut therein, filled with the Sea Water. 
The Walls are of a triangular Figure with three 
large Baſtions; and on them are planted forty 
heavy Cannon carrying a Ball of 241b. From this 
Caſtle there runs a Wall or Line mounted with 
twelve prodigious long and heavy Pieces of Can- 
non level with the Water, called by way of Emi- 
nence The Twelve Apoſtles, Theſe carry thirty fix 
Pounders. All theſe Guns, or moſt of them, are of 
Braſs. Between this Caſtle and the Sea, at the Point, 
is a Tower with a round Lanthorn at the Top, 
where a Man is continually on the Watch, who puts 
forth as many Flags as he deſcrys Ships at Sea, 's 
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IT may not be impertinent to take Notice that Sienifea-. 
Morro ſignifies a Head Land, whence the Caſt les % of EL 
ſituated thereon often take the Name; ſo the Ca- Morro. 
{tle at the Entrance of Puerto Rico is called El 

Morro, Some Authors have run into Errors in 

queſt of the Senſe of this Word: One ſuppoſes 

the true Name to be EI Muro, or The Wall, from 

the Wall or Line of twelve Guns above-mention- 

ed; Others miſtake it for E Moro, whence, I 
preſume, came the Name of Moor Caſtle com- 

monly uſed by the Exgliſb. | 

Taz Second, called the Puntal, and Meſa de The Pun- 

Maria by ſome Authors, ſituate on the oppoſite tal. 
Side of the Entrance on a plain Ground, is a re- 
gular Fortification, with four good Baſtions, and 

well-planted with Cannon. . 

Taz Third is called El Fuerte, or the Fort, by El Fuerte. 
way of Diſtinction from the other two: It is a | 
{mall but ſtrong Work on the Welt Side towards 
the End of the narrow Channel; with four regular 
Biſtions and another Platform, mounted with 
near ſixty large heavy Braſs Cannon. 

Bes1DEs theſe three Forts, there are two others Other 
of twelve Guns each, on the Shore, at the Diſtance F.. 
of four or five Miles from the Port: That to the 
Faſt is called Cojemar, and that to the Weſt 
Chorrera, The Caſtles contain in all one hundred 
and twenty Guns, (one Author ſays two hundred 
and forty,) and are ſtrongly garriſoned. If they 
have but Powder enough, they can never want for 
Bullets here, ſince we are told by Oviedo that there 
are dug out of the Ground, in a certain Valley, 
round and poliſhed Stones of ſeveral Sizes in great 7 Bal. 
Abundance ; ſome as large as Muſker Bullets,“ 
others, as Cannon Balls of the largeſt Bore, for 
waich Purpoſe they are uſed. > 
Tre Havana was not fo ſtrongly fortified for- 

* merly 
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merly as it is at preſent, which made it ſuhject to 

Is taken frequent Aſſaults. In 1536 it could not reſiſt an 

and plun- inconſiderable French Pyrate, who loſing the reſt 

3 2 of his Fleet was driven hither by Storm. Hav- 

Pyrate. ing landed his Men, he took the Place, (which 

then conſiſted of wooden Houles covered with 

Thatch) and would have burned it, had not the 

Spaniards redeemed it for 700 Ducats. The 

French having received the Ranſom ſet ſail: But 

the next Day three Ships arriving from Spain, and 

being informed of what had happened, unladed 

their Goods in Haſte and purſued the Py rate. 

The Admiral, who was foremoſt, came at laſt in 

Sight of the Rover; but not daring to engage 

him alone, lay by for the other two Ships to come 

up. This cowardly Behaviour in the Spaniard 

giving the Frenchman Courage, he attacked him, 

who, without firing a Gun, ran his Ship on Shore,” 

and deſerted it. The ſecond Ship, diſcouraged by 

the bad Example of the Admiral, tacked about in 

order to make off, which the third perceiving, 

he followed his Companion, fo that they were all 

three taken, The Pyrates, emboldened by this 

unexpected Victory, ſteered their Courſe a ſecond 

Time for the Havana, where they got as much 

more Money from the Inhabitants as before. 

| After this, they built all their Houſes of Stone, 

And by te and a Fort at the Mouth of the Harbour: Never. 

Englim theleſs the City {till lay open on the Land-Side ; 

Fleet. whereof the Engliſh Fleet, which cruiſed about in 

thoſe Seas, being informed, landed not far from 

the Town, and entered it before Day-break.. The 
Spaniards, thus ſuddenly ſurprized, fled into the 

Woods, while the Englif plundered the Place | 

without any Oppoſition, Nor was this the lat 

Blow which the Havdna received: For during the 

War between the Emperor, Charles V. and Her 
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II. of France, a Ship with ninety Men, failing from Tater 
Diepe to Cuba, made themſelves Maſters of San ain by 
Jago, where they found great Treaſure, Thus“ French 


enriched, they next ſet upon the Havdna in the 
Night, but were much diſappointed in their 
Hopes, finding all the Houſes empty and deſerted: 
For the Spaniaras, who had been ſo often plun- 
dered, had removed all their Goods to their Coun- 
try Houſes, which lay ſcattered up and down the 
Iſland. « 

Wulf the French were ſearching the Houſes 
two Perſons came under Pretence of agreeing with 
them for Ranſom, but their real Deſign was 
chiefly to pry into the Enemy's Strength. The 
French having demanded 6000 Ducats, the Spies 
pretended all their Effects would not raiſe that 
Sum. Having on their Return informed their 
Party of the Enemy's Numbers and Demands, 
a Conſultation was held, wherein ſome, judging it 
beſt to comply with Neceſſity, were for paying the 
Sum demanded in caſe they could get nothing 
abated : Bur as moſt of them alledged that it 
would redound to their Diſhonour to give up 
their Effects ſo tamely to their Enemy when they 
were able to oppoſe them, it was reſolved to diſ- 
pute the Matter with the Sword. Accordingly 
they marched ſecretly with a hundred and fifty 
Men, who falling on the French by Surprize 
about Midnight, flew four at the firſt On ſet: But 
the Alarm being given by firing a Gun, the French 
recovered their Arms, and, after a ſlight Skirmiſh, 
put the Spaniards to Flight. The Victors, enraged 
at this treacherous Proceeding, ſet Fire to the 
Town, after they had daubed the Doors, Win- 
dows, and Pendices over with Pitch and Tarr, 
(a great Quantity*of which happened to be in the 
Place at that Time) ſo that in a tew Hours all was 

x red: NT in 
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. which Occaſion a Spaniard, ſeeing the French 


PFortifica- 


£1075, 


their Work when Chilton was there, In 1637, when 


4A DESCRIPTION 


in a Flame. They next burned the Churches : On 


begin to daub them over for that Purpoſe with the 
ſame combuſtible Matter, boldly deſired that the 
Temples erected for God's Service might be 
ſpared : To which he was anſwered, That People 
who kept not their Promiſes, nor had any Faith, 
had no Need of Churches to profeſs their Faith in. 
The Enemy, not ſatisfied with burning, pulled 
down the Walls and utterly demoliſhed the Fort. 

Trxst frequent Inſults moving Philip II. to 
fortify the Place, he ſent the Camp Maſter, Juan 
de Texeda, and Baptiſta Antonelli, a famous Archi. 
tet, to put it in a Poſture of Defence. What 
theſe Fortifications were appears in Part from 
Chilton, who informs us that in his Time, about 
1568, a Caſtle was erected here, garriſoned by fixty 
Soldiers, planted with about twelve Pieces of ſmall 
Cannon, and encompaſſed with a little Ditch, into 
which the Sea Water could be let at Pleaſure, 
But it is not mentioned on which Side this Caſtle 
ſtood ; nor does this ſeem ſufficient to make the 
Port ſo ſecure as Herrera ſays thoſe Engineers 
made it: But it is probable they had not finiſhed 


Gage was there, we hear of only the two Caſtles 
at the Entrance of the Harbour : The Hiſtory of 
the Bucaniers mentions a third, but ſays it was 
ſeated on a Hill which commands the Town, 
This Hill I take to be that which runs along the 
North Side of the Entrance. But there is no Fort 
there now, nor Guns, as the Author of Ogilby's 
America tells us there were, unleſs erected ſince 
1720, when Admiral Vernon took his Plan: Altho' 
it is ſurprizing that a Place which commands both 
the Town and Caſtles ſhould be left unfortified, 
ſince an Enemy once poſſeſſed thereof won 
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eaſily reduce them all. In ſhort, the Author of 
the Deſcriptions of the Coaſt in the Atlas Maritimus 
tells us, that ſince 1697, when De Pointis took 
Cartagena, the King of Spain ordered a ſtrong 
Citadel to be added; which muſt be the Fuerte in 
the City. 
Tae Havana is ſupplied with freſh Water by River La- 
a River, which riſing out of the Hills to the gida. 
South-Weſt of the City, divides at length into 
three Streams : One of which falls into the Sea to 
the Eaſt of Fort Dela Chorrera: The other two 
proceed to the City, entering the Walls about the 
Middle of it. This River is to be ſeen in none of 
the Plans of the Havana lately publiſhed, except- 
ing that in he Seat of War. But you meet with it 
in Admiral Vernou's Plan; in ſome rude Plans to | 
be found in Maps, where it is called Lagida; and P 
in a very little, but pretty exact, Plan in Purchaſs's : 
fourth Volume of Pilgrims. = 
Ta1s City is of the greateſtImportance to the Inh 1 
Spaniards of all the Cities in America, as being , *** 
the Place of Rendezvous for all their Fleets in Havana. ; 
their Return to Spain; * and lying at the Mouth ; 
of the Gulf of Florida, thro* which they are all g 
obliged to paſs : Whence the Spaniards, not with- e 
out Reaſon, call it The Key of all the Weſt Indies, = 
to lock up, or unlock the Door or Entrance to I 
all America, And in effect no Ships can pals that x 
Way 


1 — 


_— 


® 
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Some, not conſidering that the Galleons and Flota cannot 
go and return the ſame Way for the Reaſons given in the In- 
tr oduction, write, that they put in here both in going to and 
returning from New Spain, and that this Port receives them 
twice a' Year, The Author who wrote the Defcriptions of the 
Coaſt, and Account of Trade in the Atlas Maritimus, falls 
among others into this Error ; ſo does the Author or Editor of 
Behung's Geography, who ſuppoſes all the Wealth of Spain 
paſſes and repaſſes thro? it. 
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Gage was there) to thirty Millions. 


1ts 
Strength. 


Part of their Lading, and for the Conveniency of 


"themſelves or others. 
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Way without Leave from this Port. Here rides 
the King of Spain's Navy, and here meet in Sep. 
tember all the Merchant Ships from ſeveral Ports 
and Havens belonging both to the Continent ang 


the Iſlands, to the Number of fifty or ſixty Sail 
in all, to take in Proviſions and Water with great 


returning to Spain in a Body, In a word, here 
commonly in September come together all the 
Treaſure, as one may - ſay, of America, all the 
King of Spain's Revenues, with as much more of 
Merchant Goods, as amounted in 1637, (the Year 
There were 
in this Port the ſame Year fifty three Sail of Ships 
which met for their mutual Security, and ſet out 
on the 16th of September, which was ſooner than 
ordinary, having had a fair Wind to carry them 
thro* the Gulf of Bahama. 

As theſe Conſiderations render this Place of the 
utmoſt Importance, it is very reaſonable that the 
Haven and City ſhould be made capable of De- 
fence. It would be an unaccountable Negligence 
to let the Place where ſuch Fleets rendezvoulcd 
be left naked; and that the Ships, in caſe of a 
Purſuit, or of an Enemy ſuperior to them abroad, 
ſhould have no Place ot Security for them to fly to, 
or harbour in. But notwithſtanding this Place 
muſt be allowed to be very ſtrong, and more 
ſecure againſt an Attempt than any other in the 
Weſt Tudies, yet we are very far from imagining 
that it is impregnable, as the Spantards give out, 
and many People in England would perſuade 
Gemelli,. who was there 
about 1698, tells us the Walls of the City were 
poor and Jow ;.and in Admiral Jernon's Plan it 
1s obſerved that there were ſeveral Breaches in the 
Walls: And cho chey may have been repaired ſince, 


yet 
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yet it is not probable, from the Account Authors 
give of them, that they could long withſtand a a 
Force ſhould the Place be attacked on this Side. 
But poſſibly the better way would be to land at 
ſome Diſtance on the Eaſt- Side of the Port, and 7 aw 
get Poſſeſſion of the Hill which runs along the En-of a'tack- 
trance of the Harbour on the North Side, from it. 
whence (as Chilton long ſince obſerved) the Tow] ] n 
which is commanded by it may with a tew Cannon 
be eaſily reduced. This Remark is confirmed by 
Admiral Vernon's Plan. In ſhort, the Strength of 
the Havana ſeems to conſiſt chiefly, if not wholly, 
in its Port, which ſeems impenetrable : For ſhould 
the ſtrongeſt Fleet attempt to enter, it muſt be 
beaten to Pieces by the Cannon of the two Forts 
betore the Chain could be cut, by which the Pal- | 
ſage is ſecured 3 nor does it ſeem practicable to | 
reduce the Caſtles, eſpecially the Morro, by. bom- - 
barding or battering them from Ships at Seca, 
But all theſe Difficulties vaniſh, ſuppoſing an Ene- | 
my was to Jand with a competent Force. Gage, | 
who was in the latter, confeſſes it was very ſtrong, A 
yet judges it might be as eaſily taken by Land as | 
the ſtrongeſt Caſtles in Zurope have been, not- 
withſtanding the Twelve Apoſiles above-mentioned : 
Such Apoſtles, ſays he with a Sneer, would do = 
little Hurt to an Army by Land, or marching from | 
the River of Matanzos, which lies twenty or 
thirty Leagues to the Eaſt ward. rf 
HowEvER ſecure this Port may be to Ships 0,17... 

within, ic is no great Security to Ships without, raten is 
the Entrance being too narrow to give quick Ad- Sight of 
mittance to a numerous Fleet. Hence the Galleons “e Port. 
have been often inſulted, and ſome of them taken | 
in Sight of this Port, as Gage obſerves, without 
being able to get in, or feceive any Succour from 
its Caſtles : As (among other Inſtances) was the 
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Caſe of the Hlota in its Return from La Vera 
Criz in 1629, mentioned by Gage. It ſeems at 
Cape San Antonio, the moſt Weſtern Point of 
Cuba, they met with the famous Dutchman, called 
by the Spaniards Pie de Palo or Wooden Leg, and 
as much feared by them as Sir Franeis Drake, 
who waited there for them; and after he had 
ſaluted them with a Broad Side or two, the Admi. 


dice of the ral, Don Juan de Guzman y Torres, called a 


Spaniſh 
Admiral. 


Council of War, wherein it was refolved to fly 
from the Ecemy as the ſureſt way to fave the 
King's Treaſure, which amounted to fix or ſeven 
Millions according to their own Account, and to 


* make directly for the River Matanzos, imagin- 


Its Trade 
and Com- 


medities. 


ing that the Dutch would not venture in after 
them. But the Misfortune was they could not 
get in far themſelves; the River being too ſhalloy 
tor their heavy great-bellied Galleons, This 
obliged them to run their Ships aground, after 
which the richer Sort endeavoured to eſcape 
to Land with what Wealth. they could in Cab. 
nets and Bags: But the Dutch coming ſwiftly 
upon them foon ſtopped their Flight with the 
Cannon from their Ships; ſo that, except a few 
Cabinets that were hidden, all the reſt of the 
Treaſure became the Hollander's Prize. Two 
Fryars, who had fleeced their Sheep of 30,000 
Ducats, were thus fleeced themſelves. Thus 
lightencd of their Burdens, the Fleet went on 
more [{wiftly, but wailing, to Spain; where Gazt 
ſays, the Admiral was impriſoned, and loſt hi 
Senſes for a while, which having recovered, ht 
was afterwards beheaded. 

Arr the Trade of Cuba conſiſts in Cattle, 
which they kill purely for the Hides that are ſent 
into Spain: They employ a great Number 
Negroes for their Slaughter: They likewiſe breed 

greu 
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great Herds of Hogs, whoſe” Fleſh being cut | 
mto ſmall Slices is dry'd in the Sun, and ſerves. "= 
as Proviſion' for the Ships. From hence abun- 
dance of Tobacco is carried to New Spain, Coſt a 
Rica, and even the South Sea, beſides what is 
ſhipped for Old Spain and Europe. *Tis famous 
for a Snuff to which it gives Name. Its other 
Commodities are Hydes and Campeche Wood, 
with all which the Flola completes her Loading. 

The Merchants of this Place trade into New 
Spain, Campeche, Honduras, and Florida, 

In September the Galleons, the Flota, and other Vie of 
Ships meet in this Port; and there is a continua“ Trea- 
Fair till their Departure : At what time they carry Vale. 
away with them more Riches than is to be found 
in any other Part of the World, the Total of 
their Gargo being ſeldom leſs than Seven Millions 
Sterling. They generally leave the Havana in 
September. 

Tno' Strangers are prohibited to trade, yet a | 
contraband Commerce is carried on hriſker here | ; 
than at La Vera Cruz. The French, by their 
Settlement in Louiſiana, propoſed great Advan- ; 
tages from the Neighbourhood of theſe two : 
Places; and indeed ſome time or other they will - 
in all likelihood command in the Bay of Mexico, 
unleſs the Exgliſb make themſelves Maſters of the 
Havana in Time, which will prevent their doing 
vom or the Spaniards any Miſchief without our 

eave. h 


As it is evident, by the repeated Breach of e , 


Treaties for twenty Years paſt, that the Spaniards Security to 

are by no means to be truſted, it is become abſo- our Trade. 
lutely neceſſary for the Eng/iþ Government, if 
they have a Mind to ſecure the Britiſh Trade to 
the Weſt-Indies, to poſſeſs themſelves of ſome 
Place or Places there,- which may curb the De- 
"oF 2 Pre- 
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be Con. predations of the Spaniards on our Ships. For 
queſt of a we being obliged to return home either through 
Place ne- the Windward-Paſſage or the Gulph of Florida, 
p. and they being poſſeſſed of all the Iſlands, and 
conſequently commanding all the Outlets towards 
the Ocean, our Ships mult always lie at their 
Mercy, till ſuch time as we are Maſters of. ſome 
one of thoſe Iſlands, or at leaſt ſome Port therein, 
which may command the Gulph of Florida : For 
as that is the Channel thro' which all their Ships 
in the /Yeſt-Tndies and Gulph of Mexico are obliged 
co paſs, in their Return to Europe, we ſhould then 
have it in our Power to redreſs ourſelves, in caſe 
the Spaniards ſhould at any time commit Depre- 
. dations, by preventing their Fleets from going 

out, or ſcizing them in their Paſſage, 
7% Harz. FROM what has been ſaid it is evident that the 
na the only Havdna is the only Port in America proper for this 
Place for Purpoſe; and that Cartagena, Puerto Bello, and 
the Pur- La Vera Cx, are all at too great a Diſtance. from 
pe. the Gulf of Florida to anſwer the End propoſed; 
and in caſe we had all the three, our Ships would 
be in the ſame Condition ſo long as the Spaniard 
had the Havana, unlels they were always attended 
with Convoys. Beſides, we could not poſſeſs any 
of the other Ports without obſtructing the Courſe 
of the Spaniſh Trade and Treaſures, which mult 
give Offence to the Maritime Powers of Europe, 
who are greatly intereſted in that Trade; they 
having a Property in moſt Part of the Treaſures 
that are brought from the Spaniſh Weſt-Tndies, It 
therefore we were to conquer thele Places, the 
only way would be to diſmantle or deſtroy them, 
as Admiral Vernon has done by the Caſtles of 
Puerto Bello and Chagre, for we ought not to 
keep them: But the Havana might be kept by 
us without giving any juſt Cauſe of Offence, ſince 


dhe 


the Obſtruction of Trade would nor be the ne- Oh,, 
ceſſary Conſequence of our poſſeſſing it, as it would & Con- 

be of the poſleſſing of any of the others; nor 7 an- 
would it ever be in danger of Obſtruction, but“ | 
where great Provocation was given : In which caſe b 
we always have obſtructed it by our Fleets, with- 
out any of the intereſted Powers taking Excep- 1 
tions. So that our poſſeſſing the Havdna could 

not be conſtrued as a Conqueſt to enrich ourſelves | | 
with the Spoils of Spain, but only as a Pledge N 
for ſecuring our Navigation; not as robbing them 
of any Part of their Trade, but of tying up their 

Hands from deſtroying our's. In ſhort, it ought 

to be conſidered only as a Cautionary Town given : 
up to ſecure our Commerce in the Weſt Indies, in AY 
the ſame manner as Gibraltar was yielded to us for Y 
the Security of our Mediterranean Trade; and 

indeed by the Treaty of Utrecht we ought to have 7 
had a Place ceded to us in America as well as in f 
Europe: For France, by her Plan of Peace in | 
1711, propoſed a real Security in both Conti- 

nents; but the then Miniſtry treacherouſly took 

a falſe Security in lieu thereof ; the Miſchiefs of 

which our Trade has felt ever ſince, and muſt feel 

{till worſe for the future, unleſs the preſent Miniſtry 

repair that fatal Error now, by forcing from the 
Spaniards what was then thought our Due, 

Bur our Poſſeſſions in the Weſt-Indies, as well , lava. 
as our Trade thither, are greatly intereſted in the na »ec-/ 
Conqueſt of this Port. The Spaniards could ne-//ary to /- 

ver digeſt the Loſs of Jamaica, taken from them e Ja- 
by Cromwell ; they never could yet be brought to 
give up their Claim to it by any Treaty; and to 
be ſure they only wait for a convenient Oppor- 
tunity to recover it. Its Situation is ſuch, being 
incloſed between Cuba, Hiſpaniola, and the Con- 
tinent, that it might be invaded from thoſe three 


* Quar- 
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; Quarters at once; and its Safety is the more pre. 
carious, as the French are poſſeſſed of all the Weſ 


tern Part of Hiſpanio/a : So that ſhould thoſe, two 
Powers at any time 1 in an Attempt to con- 


quer Jamaica, it mult needs fall an ealy Prey to 
them for want of having ſome other Plantation 
Ard ba- near enough to aſſiſt it. To balance therefore the 
lance the growing Power of France, and effectually ſecure 
> ag of „that important Iſland, what Ex pedient can poſſibly 
% brench be hit on, but the Conqueſt of Cuba, or Part of 
it? which will both diſable the Spaniards, and dil- 
appoint the Hopes of the French, who cannot 
with any Face oppoſe ſuch a Conqueſt from our 
Enemies, ſince they themſelves have conquered 
all they poſſeſs in Hiſpaniola from them merely to 
extend their Dominions. If we do not ſecure our- 
ſelves effectually now, when it ſeems to be ſo com- 
plcatly in our Power, we ſhall moſt certainly re- 
ent it ſooner or later. As the French aim, no 
fes than the Spaniards, at driving us out of the 
Weſt Indies, we may depend on it that the firſt 
Opportunity they will join with them to ſeize 
Jamaica, which the next Opportunity that offers 
they will ſcize for themſelves: Thus by degrees to 
become Maſters of the greater Iſlands, and ſo to 
' ſhare with the Spaniards, if not to engrols to them- 

ſelves, the Trade of the New World. 

Tux French have always taken the Opportunity 
of.a War to enlarge their Territories in America 
at the Expence of the Spaniards, who are the 
weakeſt Power: And ſhall not we enlarge ours to 
ſecure our Trade? 

1 Tas ſeizing of Cuba, or ſome Part of it, in 
1-2ed for- order to ſecure our Settlements in the Jeſt Indian 
merly by Iſlands, as well as our Trade thither, has always 
tbe Trea- been held abſolutely neceſſary, not only by our 
<2) % Merchants, but by the Governors ſent into thoſe 
Miniſters, n Parts, 
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Parts, who have had the Intereſt and Welfare of 
the Nation at Heart: Tho? the Minifters for ſeveral 
former Reigns were always ſuch Traitors as to 
ler flip the many fair Opportunities we have had 
of conquering it from time to time; preferring a 
Sum of Spaniſh or French Gold to the greateſt Ad- 
yantages that could accrue to the Nation, On this 
occaſion we ſhall cite ſome Paſſages of a Letter 
written by Major Smith, Governor of Santa Cata- 
lina, or Providence, before-mentioned, where he 
was made Priſoner by the Spaniards when they 
took that Iſland in 1665. | | 
« Cuba, ſays Major Smith, is a very good Cuba 5. 


Country, the beſt Land I have ſeen in America, in Ame 
« altho* I have travelled the main Continent in“. 

« ſeveral Places, and croſſed from the North to 

« the South Seas, as alſo the North-Side of Hiſ- 

« paniola, and moſt Parts of Jamaica. 

« THis great Iſland is eaſily to be conquered, Eafy 
« and would make the beſt Plantation, beſides ©922*re8. 
« the Prejudice it would be to the Spaniards, and 
« the great Advantage to our Nation: For In- 

e ſtance, had we the Port and City of Havana, 

« which might in all probability be reduced with 

« two Regiments * of good Soldiers from Ja- 

e maica, carrying with them two or three Sloops 

** or Shallops for landing Men, provided with % 
« good Arms and other Neceſſaries for an Aſſault, Lupe 
His Deſcent is to be undertaken preſently after azack the 
their Armada F hath paſſed out of the Indies, Havina. 


„ which 
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* This ſhews the Stupidity or Treachery of our Miniſters 


in thoſe Days, not to conquer it when it might Have been ſo 
easily reduced, 


+ That is, the Ga/eons and Fita. 


« Iſland, and in it is generally, for ſo large a 5% Land 
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«© which is once in two Years, towards the End 

ec of Summer. 5 
1 THERE is good Landing on the Welt Side 
pron ba « of the City, where it lies open, and you need 
17 «« fear no Ambuſcades: But not on the Eaſt Side 
&« of the Harbour, for there you will be galled 
« by the Moare ſor Morro] until the City be 
t ſecured : But when once that is taken, you may 
l „ eaſily reduce the Caſtle alſo, there being ng 
« Danger of their retaking it till the next Armas 
©« arrives, Which will be almoſt two Tears; in 
& which time you will have Planters enough 
& from other of our Iſlands to manure the Land 
and aſſiſt the Soldiers in Defence of the Place. 
&« TH1s Conqueſt being once effected would 
* ace «£ utterly ruin the & Spaniards, for theſe Reaſons: 
Placera Our Ships lying both here and at Jamaica 
Britain. would be at all times ready to gather up their 
« ſtraggling Fleet, which it is difficult to keep 
&« imbodyed without the Help of that Port of 
« Havana; it being impoſſible for their great 
« unruly Ships to turn up to Windward from the 
Bay of Mexico, or Puerto Bello, without Sepa- 
ration: And on the other hand, to pals the 
«© Gulf of Horida is for them impoſſible, Hul 
«<< tbey loſe the Havana, where they always rendez- 
«© vous, victual, water, and provide all things 
«« neceſſary for their Return into Spain. When 
„ this is done, they wait for a convenient Seaſon 
« of Wind and Weather, (being much obſerved 
*« from the Changes of the Moon) in order to 
« paſs that dangerous Streight: For to ſay wy 
cc the 


6 


F Not that the taking of the Havana would really ruin 
them, but it would put us in a way of ruining their Trade tor 
a time, and making Repriſals, in caſe they provoked us h 
their Depredations. 
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« the Spaniards are very fit neither for Sea nor 
« Land- Service, excepting ſome Officers and Sol- 
« diers bred in Flanders, for the latter, and a few 
« Biſcaniers for Sea Affairs. | 
« TRE are ſo ſenſible of their Weakneſs, and 
« jealous of their Riches in thoſe Parts, that it 
« js very difficult for any ingenious Man, once 
« taken by them, to get his Liberty, fearing he 
« might give ſuch Intelligence as would be the 
« Cauſe of their Ruin; witneſs their blind-fold- 
« ing of all Strangers, when they pals their Cities 
« and Caſtles: For they much dread an old Pro- 
% phecy among them, That within a ſhort time p.; 
« the Engliſh will as freely walk the Streets of that the 
« the Havana, as the Spaniards ow do || ; whichEngliſh 
indeed had been eaſily performed with a third 22/46 
« Part of the Army ſent ® to Jamaica, and a far ¹⁰,jł.¹ 
greater Advantage to the Nation: For I eſteem 
« that Port and Harbour of the Havana in the 
« Jeſt Indies, to be as great a Check upon the 9 
% Spaniards, as Tangier in the Streigbts of Gi- 1 
« hraltar; and if we were once Maſters of both, 
« they would without doubt be ſo ſtraitened, as | 
« abſolutely to admit us a free Trade into their | 
« Ports of America Þ , where they import our | 
« Commodities, and ſell them for ten times more > 
« than they firſt coſt in Spain, by reaſon of the 
« great Plenty of Silver: Which Trade would not | 
« only be of great Advantage to us, but allo | 
| prevent 
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I This Prophecy might have been fulfilled many Reign 
ago, if our honeſt Miniſters had not ſtood their Friends: But 
it is more likely the French will get it, if we do not take it 
this time. 

* By Cromwell, under Pen and Venables, | 

+ This to be ſure we ſhould be able to force them to do: 
Put that is not our Deſign, 


Eaf to 
ſeixe the 
Spaniſh 
Treaſures. 
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prevent their future enſlaving of our Nation in 
Chains, as they now do : For being em- 


ployed about their Fortifications, they are worſe 
uſed, all things conſidered, than if they were 
«« taken by the Turks |. 1 I 
1 Have ſeen other Parts of the Weſt Indies, 
& where the Spaniards might be fleeced of conſi- 
«© derable quantities of Riches: As at Panama, 
«© where their Silver-Bars lie piled up in Heaps in 
ce the open Streets Day and Night, without Guard, 
« for five or ſix Months together, waiting the 
« Arrival of the Armada; which when arrived in 
« Puerto Bello, they tranſport. it thither with fo 
& ſlender a Guard for ſo great a Treaſure, that it 
« would be an eaſy Prey for a thouſand reſolute 
« Men, the Expence of whoſe Expedition would 
« be\{mall in compariſon of the Prize, But there 
« js no reſting, or long-tarrying about the Buſineſs, 
c the Spaniards being numerous here, as in all 
„ other Places of the Main-Land : Altho' they 
are of great Wealth, it might eaſily be gotten 
« with a Catch and away | 

« THIS land of Cuba hath, adjacent to it, 
great Conveniencies of Salt and Fiſhing; and 
in it is very great Plenty of Horſes, Neat, 
« Sheep, and Hogs both wild and tame, of a far 
larger and better Breed than in any other Part 
«<< of America. It hath allo many very rich Mines 
© of Copper already open; and is the only Place 
4 that ſupplies all the Veſt Indies with Metal for 
« the infinite Number of Ordnance they _ 
| X | « 2 
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 $ What time ſince Cromwel/'s Death have we been free 
from Spaniſh Cruelty ? | 


| Sir alter Ralegh ſayed the Sparjb Slavery was worſe than 
the Turki/h,as in reality it is. 3 To 
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« all their Ports. and Caltles, both in the North 
« and South Seasz but whether it hath any Mines 
« of Silver or Gold, I know not: But if there 
« were any ſuch, they would not adventure their 
« Opening and Diſcovery, fearing the Invaſion 
« of that Iſland, which is of ſo eaſy Acceſs by 
« Sea, and of ſuch great Importance to their 
** whole Intereſt in America: For which Reaſon 
« alſo they refuſe to work any Mines in Florida, 


« that are nigh to the North Sea, (altho* they _ . 


« have there very many) but do rather employ 


« themſelves about others farther up in the Coun- - 


« try, altho* with greater Labour and Coſt, for 
« Conveyance of the Produce by Land to Mexico. 
« LASTLY, this Iſland (to compleat its Praiſe) 


Importance 
F this 


« hath many very good Ports and Harbours of 71,9. 


« oreat Advantage to Ships for ſafe paſſing the 
„ Gulf ; and ſhould the Spaniards keep two or 
« three Frigates always plying off and on between 
« the Weſtern End of Cuba and the Havana, it 
« were impoſſible for any Ships of our's that came 
« from Jamaica to eſcape them. The Scales 
« turned would be their caſe to all America. 
« Neither wants it great Sugar- Works, which 
« have both Water-Mills and Horſe-Mills, and 
e very many large Cocoa-Walks; the moſt and 
« beſt Tobacco: In ſhort, it produces all other 
Commodities that any of our American Iſlands 
« have Knowledge of. 


CuBa is an Ifland of vaſt Extent, ſtretching „, p,,.,. 
in Length no leſs than 11 Degrees from Eaſt to and Situa- 


Weſt, which make about 610 Miles in that Pa- vr. 


rallel : But is very narrow in proportion; its 
Breadth, in ſome Parts, not exceeding 12 or 14 
Leagues. It lies 18 Leagues to the Weſt of Hi- 
/paniola, 25 to the North of Jamaica, 37 to the 
Faſt of Jucalan, and as many to the South of 

Aa | Cape 
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Cape Florida, Thus it is ſo ſituate as to comman 
the Entrance of the Gulph of Mexico, the Gulph y 
Florida, and the Windward-Paſſage : Wherefore j 
may not improperly be called The Shield of . 
Weſt-Indies ; and ſo long as the Spaniards are n 
Poſſeſſion of it,. they can annoy the Trade 
other Nations, and ſecure their own with a tole. 

rable Fleet. | 
Neceftyof HENCE it appears of what Importance the con 
conquering quering of Cuba muſt be to Great Britain: Whid 
it. would thereby be poſſeſſed of the ſame Advar 
tages Spain at preſent receives from it; and becom 
a Balance to the Power of the French, which 1 
grown very great in the Weſt-Indies. But th 
tubduing ſome Part of it ſeems abſolutely nec 
ſary, We have already ſhewn the great Benefn 
that would accrue to us from the Acquiſition & 
the Weſtern or the Havana Part: And it 
ſeize the Eaſtern Part, of which St. Jago is th 
chief City, we ſhall thereby keep open the fr: 
Navigation of the Vindward. Paſſage to our Ship 
ping; prevent the French, who have already ſeizt 
the Weſt Part of Hiſpaniola, from ſettling alſo 
Cuba, a Thing they have long had in View; a 
effectually ſecure Jamaica, which being hemmt 
in between thoſe Iſlands and the Continent, maj 
be invaded from all thoſe Quarters at once, 
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. 
The Deſcription of the Town and its Port. 


* Ir HIS Place called San Auguſtin, or San 
Aguſtin, de la Florida, for the Spaniards 
ſpell it both ways, is ſituate on the Eaſtern 
Coaſt of Florida ; about ſeventy Leagues from the 
Mouth of the Gulf of that Name (or Channel of 
Bahima) in the Northern Ocean; 30 South of the 
River Alatamaha, or May, as the French call it 
and 47 from the Town and River of Savannah, 
As to its Aſtronomical Situation, we have as yet 
had no Obſervations made there to be depended on 
as exact. Herrera places it in 29d. 4558. Some in 
29d. 30s. Riccieli in 29d. 15s. Mr. Popple's 
Map makes the Latitude god. 10s. But that given 
by Herrera is followed by Del Jie, and ſeems to 
be neareſt the Truth. 


the Form of an Oblong Square. The Streets are 


It is built thickeſt towards the Caſtle, which lies 
to the North of the Town about a Mile diſtant. 
About three Quarters of a Mile to the South, - by 

the 


ſtrait, and interſect each other at Right Angles. 
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Name and 
Situation. 


Taz City runs along the Shore, (at the Bottom 73e City 
of a Hill, which is planted with Trees) in «:/ribed. 
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the Sea-ſide, is a Monaſtery of Auguſtinians ; and 
about a Mile farther, there falls into the Sea a little 
River running from the North-Weſt, which, about 
a Mile and Quarter from its Mouth and theTown, 
is covered with a Wooden Bridge. | 
The Caſtle TRE Caſtle, which ſtands alſo on the Shore at 
RN the Foot of the Hill, is built of ſoft Stone, with 
four Baſtions, The Curtain ſixty Yards in Length, 
the Parapet nine Feet thick, the Rampart twenty 
high, Caſe-mated underneath for Lodgings, arched 
over, and newly made Bomb-Proof. There are 
fifty Pieces of Cannon mounted in the Caſtle, 
ſixteen of which are Braſs, and ſome twenty four 
Pounders. They have been for ſome time work- 
ing on the Covered-way, which is near finiſhed, 
The Town is entrenched with ten Saliant Angles, 
each defended with ſome Cannon. Behind the 
Caſtle on the Weſt Side is a Moraſs, which ſecures 
it on that Side. 
Riſe and Ix 1586, when Sir Francis Drake took San Au- 
Le YI fin, the Town only conſiſted of Wooden Houſes, 
flin. Sa. and the Fort was built of Wood alſo ; the Walls 
being of Trunks of Trees ſet cloſe together, It 
ſeemed to have been but newly begun, it being 
unprovided with a Ditch, or other Matters neceſ- 
ſary for its Defence, excepting fourteen Pieces of 
Cannon, which were mounted on a Platform made 
of the Bodies of Trees, filled up with Earth, In 
1665 it was a {mall City with a Caſtle, which had 
two hundred Men in Garriſon : But they could 
not prevent its being pillaged by Capt, Fohn Da- 
vis, with ſeven or eight Boats of Pyrates. The 
Fort then, according to ſome Authors, was octo- 
gonal, having at each Angle a round Tower in 
which the Soldiers kept Guard. 
Taz Spamards obſerving how the Engliſh en- 
croached upon them towards Florida, built San 


Mateo 


Mateo and San Aguſtin, to ſecure what remains on 
the Eaſtern Coaſt; and theſe are all the Places 
they poſſeſs on that Side. San Mateo is a ſmall 
Place, about fifteen Leagues to the North of San 
Auſtin. It was attempred by the Engliſh in 1715, 
and formerly beſieged: But they were obliged to 
deſiſt with conſiderable Loſs. 


Point of Land divided from the Continent by a 
River, which falls into the Sea about two Miles 
above the Fort. This Iſland called Zyfacia, alſo 
Metanzas, or Slaughters, (from a Slaughter made 
there by the Spaniards) 18 long and narrow. It be- 
gins due Eaſt of the Caſtle, and extends about ten 
Miles Southward along the Coaſt, leaving a Chan- 
nel between it and the main Land. This Channel 
at the South-End is above a Mile over; and on the 
Continent ſtands a Spaniſb Look-out or Watch-' 
Tower, called Rome. The Channel at the North 
End is leſs than a Mile in Breadth; the Entrance 
to which from the Sea lies between the Iſland and 
the Point of Land, and is more than a Mile and 
Quarter wide. 


Channel : There are allo Sand-Banks within 
the Channel. In ſhort, according to our Accounts 
from thence, the Waters about it are ſo ſhallow (as 
they are every where on the Coaſt of Florida) that 
no Ships of Force can come within three Leagues 
of either Town or Caſtle, But the Spaniards, to 
overcome this Inconvenience, are provided with 
armed Row-Gallies, which being under the Com- 
mand of the Caſtle Guns are a great Defence to 
the Place : As are likewiſe the two Rivers before- 
mentioned, that fall into the Channel, and ſerve to 

| obſtruct 


The Port is formed by an Iſland, and a long De Port. 


A LARGE Sand-Bank lies before this Mouth Ye Fa- 
of the Channel, having two narrow Paſſages thro? Vance nar- 


row and 
t, one called the North, the other the South halle. 
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obſtruct the Approach of an Enemy. However, 
ſome Authors make this Channel to be very deep 
as well as wide; and the Plan of San Apyſtj 
and its Harbour, inſerted in the Seat of War, re. 


. preſents it ſuch. 


Britain's 


Title to dated June 30, 1665, which fixes the Limits of 
San Agu- South Carolina at 29 Degrees of Latitude, San 
in.  Aeuſtin is built within the Eng//h Dominions, and 
conſequently belongs to us, as a Forfeiture, It is 

true, the Spaniards ſay, that Grant is an Invaſion 

of their Right; they pretending a Right of Poſſeſ. 

ſion to all the Coaſt as high as Virginia. But if the 

firſt Diſcovery gives a Title, which is that where. 

on the Spaniards generally ground their Preten- 

ſions to their American Dominions, we ſhall find 

- that it belongs to us : For Sir Sebaſtian Cabot dil. 
covered it about the Year 1497; tho* afterwards it 


Drake 
Jails for 
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ſtin. 


4 DESCRIPTION 


According to the Charter of King Charles 11, 


was more thoroughly navigated by Fohn Ponce d- 
Leon, a Spaniard from Puerto Rico in 1512, 


— 


S ECT. A 


The Taking of the Town and Fort of San 
Aguſtin by Sir FRANCIS DRAKE. 


APT. Drake having arrived at Cape d. 
Antony, the moſt Weſtern Point of Cuba, 
the 27th of April 1586, (as hath been men- 
tioned before Page 31) after a ſhort Stay ſet for- 
ward ior the Havana: But after beating the Seas 
for fourteen Days, he was forced back again by 
contrary Winds. However, to make Amends for 
this croſs Accident, they found a large Supply ot 


Rain-Water (newly fallen as was judged) in 11 
Which 


e 


towards the Fort; from whence at their Approach 
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which they found in the Marſhy Ground near the 
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Sea-ſide, having then been in great Want of 
Water. | 


Tux EE Days being ſpent in watering the Fleet, He anchors 

(on which Occaſion the General was as diligent as?” S A 
the meaneſt Sailor) they departed May the 22d a 
ſecond time from Cape St. Antony, and ſailin 
thro? the Channel of Bahama in Sight of the Coaſi 
of Florida on the 28th, they perceived a Place 
like a Beacon, or Light-Houſe, on the Shore: Upon 
which manning their Pinnaces, they landed, and 
marched up along the River-Side, Drake himſelf 
heading them; and perceiving a Fort newly built 
by the Spaniards on the other Side of the River, 
prepared to batter it down with their Cannon, 
The firſt Shot ſtruck thro* the Enſign, as they 
were informed by a Frenchman who came to them 
from the Enemy; another Shot ſtruck the Foot 
of the Fort, which was built with Timber. 

IT was reſolved to paſs the River the ſame, . 
Night with four Companies, and attack the Fort alerts 36 
in Form: But Lieutenant General Carlile going jake the 
in a Skiff with ſix Captains more to reconnoitre Fort. 
the Place, the Spaniards thinking the whole Fleet 
had been come were ſeized with a Pannic, and 
after they had ſhot off a few Guns, preſently for- 
ſook the Hold. However, the Lieutenant-Gene» 
ral returned without knowing any thing of the 
Matter; but was preſently followed by a French 
Piper, who came piping towards them in a little 
Boat, and being queſtioned by the Guard, told 
them he had been a Priſoner among the Spaniards, 
and that they had abandoned the Fort. Upon 
this Intelligence the General, Lieutenant-General, 
and ſome Captains in their Skiff, accompanied 
with three Pinnaces filled with Soldiers, went over 


ſome 


£ 2 Condi- | 
tron it was called Saint Jobn's Fort, was built all of Timber, 


found in 


N ſome of the Enemy, who, | bolder than the reſt, 
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had ſtayed behind, diſcharged the Artillery at 
them; bat proceeding on their Deſign, they went 
aſhore, and entred the Place without finding any 
Man there. ey & 


Warn Day appeared they ſaw that this Place, 
the Walls being only great Maſts, or Trees placed 
cloſe together like Pales. But as yet they had not 
made a Ditch about it, nor put it in a tolerable 
Condition of Defence: So that being eaſily ſet on 
fire or aſſaulted, it would have been Folly to have 
withſtood an Attack. The Platform for the 
Guns was the Trunks of tall Pine-trees (which 
grow thereabouts in Plenty) laid one acroſs an. 
other, and filled up with Earth. They found 
there fourteen great Braſs Cannon, and a Cheſt 
locked, with about 20, oool. in it, thought to be 
the King's Money for Payment of the Garriſon, 
which were about one hundred and fifty Men. 
HavinG thus taken Poſſeſſion of the Fort, they + 
deſigned to march by Land to the Town or Vil- 
lage, which was about a Mile. beyond, conſiſting 
of Wooden Houſes, and without. Walls: But 
being prevented by the Rivers and broken Ground 
in the Way, they embarked again on the River, 
called as well as the Town, Saint Auguſtine, and 
ſailed to it, As they approached the Shore in 
order to land, ſome Spaniards appeared and gave 
them a few Shot, but preſently withdrew-z che 
Engliſh purſued them, and the Serjeant-Major 
finding a Horſe in the Road ready ſaddled and 
bridled, mounted him, and followed the Chace 
before the reſt; when ſuddenly. from behind a 
Buſh he was ſhot thro? the Head, wherewith falling 
to the Ground, two or three Spaniards. ruſhing 
upon him, ſtabbed him with their Swords and 
Paggen 
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Daggers in three or four Places of his Bode. 
before any could advance to reſcue him, oy 
HERE the General underſtood, that in this 
Town the King maintained 150 Soldiers, and 
150 more at Santa Helena, 12 Leagues diſtant 
towards the North, only to ſecure thoſe Coaſts 
from being inhabited by other Nations, The- 
Governor was the Marquis Pedro Melendez, who 
had the Command of both Places, and yet ran 
away from them with the firſt. 1 
On this Advice the General reſolved to at- Dp return 
tempt Santa Helena, and then to find out the h Virgh * 
Engliſh inhabiting Virginia. Accordingly he ſetß 
Sail from St. Aguſtin, and on the gth of June 
obſerving a great Fire on Shore, he diſpatched his 
Skiff to the Place, where they found ſome Eng- 
liſomen, (ſent thither the Year before by Sir Waller 
Raleigh) one of whom coming on board directed 
them where to meet with a good Harbour. From 
thence the General ſent a Letter to Sir R. Lane, 
Governor of the Engliſh in Virginia, who was 
then at his Port, in an Iſland called Roavoar, - 
about ſix Leagues from the Road, and at length | 
thought fit with hisPeople, being in all 103, to re- 
turn for Exgland with the reſt, They left this Coaſt 
June 18, and arrived ſafely at Plymouth Fuly 20 
following. | | 
THz Profits of this Voyage, including what vantage 
they got at Cartagena and elſewhere, was valued of the Ve. 
at threeſcore thouſand Pounds, whereof thoſe who e.. 
went the Voyage were to have 20,000 J.; and the 
other 40,000 /. came to the Adventurers. They 
loſt about 750 Men, whereof eight were Captains, 
four Lieutenants, and eight Gentlemen. They 
got about 240 Pieces of Cannon, above 200 of 
which were Braſs, | | 
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| San Aguſ- 
tin takenby ers in 1665, under the Command of Captai 


Befieged by / ; 
Col. Moor Spain, the People of Carolina undertook to at 
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An Account of the Attacks made by the Engliſh 
upon San Agultin ſince the Time of Sir Franci 
Drake; pariicu/arly the Siege carryed on thi; 
preſent Year 1740, by General Oglethorp, 


IN CE the Expedition of Sir Francis Dral; 
San Aguſtin has been attacked three Time; 
by the Euęgliſb, tho* only once with Succeſs, 
Tas firſt of theſe Attempts was by the Bucy. 


Jahn Davis; who having, with great Conduct a 
well as Valour, ſurprized and plundered the City 
of Nicaragua in New Spain, the Pyrates pre 
ſently after their Return to Jamaica, of which he 
was a Native, choſe him Admiral of ſeven «© 
eight Veſſels deſtined for freſh Adventures. Hz 
began the Exerciſe of his new Command by d. 
recting his Squadron towards the Northern Coaſts 
of Cuba, there to wait for the Spani/h Fleets in 
their Paſſage home from New Spain to Europe: 
But miſſing of his Deſign, after long hovering 
about, they determined to ſteer for the Eaſtern 
Coaſt of Florida; and arriving near the City of Sai 
Aguſtin landed Part of their Men : And tho? there 
was a Caſtle with a Garriſon of 200 Soldiers, 
yet they ſacked the Place without receiving the 
leaſt Damage either from them or the Townſmen, 
Tux next Siege of this Place was in 1702, 
when England being at War with France and 


tack the Spaniards of Florida. Accordingly they 
drew together 600 Engliſh, and as many Indian, 


commanded by Colonel Moor, the then Ro 
| : 


* 
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He did ſomeHarm in the open Country, and then 
laid Siege to Fort San Auſtin for near three 
Months : At the End of which, ſeeing two Spaniſh 
Ships making towards it, he broke up in a Con- 
ſter nation, and marched back to Char/es-Town, 
200 Miles by Land; leaving his Ship and a great 
Quantity of Stores, Ammunition, and Proviſion to 
the Enemy. 
Before we enter upon the late Siege of this 
Place, it may be proper to mention ſome Parti- 
culars previous to it. | 
The Setling the Colony of Georgia in 1732-3, The Colony 
as a Frontier for ſecuring the Southern Provin- 9 Georgia 
ces of the Britih Dominions on the Continent Ng. 
againſt the French and Spaniards, who daily ad- 
vanced on that Side, was a great Eye-ſore to 
both thoſe Nations. The many Improvements 
made in that Province and Carolina, and the 
Harbours now diſcovered there, which lie con- 
venient for Cruizing, render them the Objects of 
their Envy; and the more theſe Provinces im- 
prove, the ſtronger will be their Deſire of gettin 
them : For Georgia is the Key of all North 
America. 

The beginning of the Year 1736, the French 
had prepared an Army of 2500 Whites beſides 
Indians to attack South Carolina: But the Ad- 
vice of a Peace, put a Stop to their March. The 
Spaniards on the other hand ſeemed to prepare Ye Spani- 
tor War likewiſe. In Auguſt the Governor of ard 4» 
dan Aguſtin ſent to Mr. Og/ethorp (the Founder i 10 it. 
of the Colony) demanding that the Engliſb 
ſhould evacuate all the Country to the South 
of St. Helens Sound, and conſequently to aban- 
don Georgia, to which they thought fit to lay 
claim. However, the Spaniſh General of Florida 
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and Council of War ſigned a Treaty with the 
Colony, which began to be in a flouriſhing Condi. 
| General tion. But this was no more than an Amuſement 
2 like the reſt of their Treaties: For next Year 
vith For. great Preparations for invading Georgia went 
ces. tot ward at San Aguſtin, tho* nothing was done; 
and the landing Forces from England, firſt in ia 
1738, and then in September following under 
the Command of Mr. Oglethorp, ſeemed to put a 
Stop to the intended Invaſion of the Spaniard; 
| who chuſing to wait for the Engliſh, who in their 
Turn threaten'd them a Viſit, had Recourſe to more 
| | ſecret Machinations. Towards the end of the Year 
a Proclamation was publiſhed there, promiſing 
Freedom and Plantations to all who wou'd 
deſert to them, which in a little Time drew 
over 700 Negros, and cauſed others to rebel. The 
Enemy, likewiſe, from time to time, made Incur. 

ſions and did the Colony ſome Damage. 

He pre- Ar length General Ogletbhorp, impatient to 
pares to be- take Revenge on the? Spaniards for the many In- 
„ ſults they had committed, having gathered what 
Forces he cou'd, reſolved to put his long 
meditated . Deſign in Execution. Accordingly, 
about the End of April 1740, he advanced to- 
wards the Spaniſh Frohtiers, where he was to be 
met by ſeveral Indians from the Uchees, Chickſaws, 
and Talapuſes, About the ſame time the Men of 
War and Tranſports with Troops failed from 
Charles Town to aſſiſt in the Siege. On his Ap- 
proach the Spaniards had poiſoned the Waters 
Takes ſgve. About the Caſtle, Being come within ſeven ſmall 
ral advas-· Leagues of the Place he took two Caſtles, both 
ced Forts. ſituate on a large Lake : That on the South Side 

he demoliſhed, but kept the other on the North 

Side, called Manchicolas, defended by ſome Pieces 

of Cannon, one Serjeant, and ten Men, who fur- 

rendred on the ſecond firing. It was en 
| wit 
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with ſtrong Paliſadoes above eight Foot high, 
having Loop-holes ſeven Foot from the Ground : 
but by means of a Parapet within, near three Foot 
in height, they became Breaſt-high. The Ge- 
neral cauſed a Ditch to be made round it, leaving 
thirty Soldiers and a Boat well manned to guard 


it, in order to ſtraiten the Enemy. 


In June following, he took another Fort in the 

ſame Quarters called San Diego, the Garriſon ſur- 
rendering Priſoners of War. Upon the Re- 
duction of which, and two other ſmall Forts in the 
Neighbourhood of the Place, the Townſmen re- 
tired into the Caſtle. But as the Approach to it 
on that Side was very difficult, by reaſon of the 
Rivers, Moraſles, and other Obſtructions, General 
Oglethorp marched back to join the reſt of the 
Troops, at San Aguſtin, by Sea. He had left in Her be- 
one of the Forts, called the Negro Fort, 130 Men ay 4 
under the Command of Colonel Palmer: But hoe 
ſoon after he had withdrawn the reſt of his Forces, 
a Detachment of 500 Spaniards and Indians came 
and attacked it before Day. Tho? the Place had 
no Gates, the Colonel defended hjmſelf with 
creat Bravery, killing four Men with his own 
Hand. His Enſign likewiſe diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
glorioully ; having received eighteen Stabs before 
the Colours could be wreſted from him. After this 
the Enemy became Maſters of the Place, thirty 
five White-men with ten Indians being killed, and 
twenty ſeven made Priſoners, But another Ac- 
count ſays, moſt of the Garriſon was cut to Pieces, 

Ma Time every thing was in Motion for Engliſh 
carrying on the Siege of San Aguſtin. The 1 oO ad 
of Fune the Flamborough Man — War, Capt. r 
Pearce, the Phenix, Capt. Fanſhaw, the Tar- 
tar, Capt. Townſhend, and the Squirre/, Capt. 

Warren, of 20 Guns: Likewiſe the Sloops * 


Capt. 
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Capt. Laws, and the Wolf, Capt. Caudridee 0 
being the North America ſtationed Ships, arrived 
without the Harbour of San Aguſtin, where the 
Heftor had been for ſome time before. 

On the 2d, Colonel Vander Duſſen, with 300 
Carolina Soldiers appeared to the North of 
the Town, poſting himſelf at the Point of Land 
before-mentioned to the North of the Entrance of 
the River of San Aguſtin, called allo Matanzg 

River. . | 

Fe Gene- THE ꝗth, General Ogletborp came by Sea from 
ral arrives the South Parts of Georgia with about 300 Sol- 
and "ey diers, and as many Indians. 
yg „Om the 106th, all the Men of War's Boats, man- 
ned and armed, carryed them a Shore under Cover 
of the ſmall Ships Guns. They landed on the 
Iſland of Euſtatia (or Matanzas as ſome call it) 
which conſiſts chiefly of Land and Buſhes, to the 
South of the South Breakers, or Sand Banks, which 
help to form the Entrance of the Harbour. This 
they did without Oppoſition, 

On the 12th, they took a Look-out a bout two 
Miles to the North of the Landing-place, and at 
ſome Diſtance from the Shore, where there was a 
Land-Battery ; which the Enemy quitted on the 
Approach of the Engliſh. The General pitched 

And En- his Camp about a Mile farther on the North Coaſt 
cab. of the Ifland, where there were Wells which ſup- 
plyed both the Army and Ships with Water. 

On the 1 3th, Capt. Warren went in a Schooner 

as Calle (taken by the Shoreham off Cuba) with other armed 
Bange, i Sloops and Periagoas into the Harbour of Say 
Aguſtin, and lay directly oppoſite to the General's 
Camp, juſt out of Cannon reach; and there an- 
chored till the 26th, when the Sailors were em- 
ployed in landing Ordnance and other Stores 
within reach of the Enemy's Guns at Noon- 


day. 
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Jay. The Undauntedneſs which they diſcovered | 
on this Occaſion was ſurprizing. The fame Night 
two Batteries were raiſed : One called the Northern, 
near the Northern Coaſt of the Ifland, and 'op- 
polite to the Caſtle, on which it played with three 
Eighteen-Pounders, and a large Mortar of more 
than 2400 Weight; the Southern Battery was near 
the Weſtern. Shore, fronting the Town, conſiſting 
of three Eighteen- Pounders, and two ſmall Mortars: 
But from a Marſh hard by they played with twenty 
Cohorns; tho* they ſeemed to be at too great a 
Diſtance to do any ſerviceable Execution. | 
Tux 27th, the General ſummoned the Spaniſh 7, Gene 
Governor to ſurrender, who ſent back Word, he nor fam: 
ſhould be glad to ſhake Hands with him in his Caſtle. mem d. 
This haughty Anſwer was occaſioned by a dear- 
bought Victory, which 500 Spaniards had ob- 
tained againſt,'80 Highlanders, who having been 
ſurprized in their Sleep, 30 of them were flain : 
But they dyed like Heros, killing at leaſt three 
Times their Number before they were over- 
powered, | 
Tun 29th, bad Weather obliged the Men of 
War (out of which only one Man had been killed) 
to put to Sea in order for their Return, W here- 93, Stg. 
upon the Siege was raiſed : But as yet the Par- raiſed. 
ticulars thereof have not been made public. 
THERE wereemployed in this Expedition about 
200 Seamen, 400 Soldiers, and 300 Indians; a 
Force much too ſmall to ſubdue 1000 Spaniards, 
ſecured by a ſtrong Caſtle : Beſides four armed 
Barks, and a ſhallow River hindering our Ships 
from approaching near enough to reach them with 
their Artillery. | 
Taz Poſſeſſion of San Aguſtin would certainly Inger tance 


be of great Importance Great Britain: For firſt it of thePlace 
would ſecure our Southern Settlements on the Con- 0 Britain, 
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unent againſt any Artempts of the Spaniards by 
Land ; then it would be of great Service to our 
Trade, not only by depriving them of a Port 
from whenve they might anrioy us on that Side, 
but alſo as it would enable us to annoy them on 
Occaſion, by cruizing gn their homeward-boung ' 


Ships coming from the Golf of Florida, and 
Streights of Babãma. However, it fes at too 
great a Diſtance from the Mouth of thoſe Streight; 


. (ar; leaſt 50 Leagues) to bes Rtyiceable on that 


Occaſton as the Havina ; belides the Harbour i; 


allows ir SE i NEE 
too ſhallow'to make 4 Station for Men of War. 
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